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SPECULATION
Designers,
fashion gurus ii'2 a ‘
discovering A P S slory pooe DG
large models B gl

Bigger is heter, especially for
the growing plus-size fashion
industry. Designers and retailers
say the large size fashion industry
has become big business.

Some 60 percent of US.
women reportedly wear size 12 or
larger. That's why department
stores, including Saks, Macy's
and Bloomingdale's have
dedicated sections to large sizes.

So what does this have to do
with Columbus?

Pat Swift, president of Plus
Models Management Ltd.,
New York, will be in Columbus at
the Columbus fron Works and
Convention Center on Thursday,
Feh. 23 at 6:30 p.m. scouting for
models sizes 12-24.

Swift will be looking for
plus-size woinen to train for TV,
print and runway work. For
screening reservation, call
1-800-MODEL NOW.

Monday, February 6 1995

In her a
newly created
position,
Michelle
Sands
oversees
Barnett Bank's
] efforts to meet
the federal
Cormninunity
Reinvestment
Act, a law to ensure banks make
their loans and setvices available
to the entite community —
including low- and

moderate income neighborhoods
in the areas where they operate.
D3

Carol Kieiman._ .
Statistics.. . ......
Jane B. Quinn.,
Stocks......
On the Move
Calendar...

5

L

Larry Daitey Lcdger-Fnguirer

David Coon, cotton buyer for Swift Texliles, rests on a hed of cottan at the Swift warehouse.




P In her new role it
Barnett Bank. NMichelle
Sands s (ryimy 1o do
mote than just enliven
censte reports, She
wants teinvigotate the
communitics i which
she worls

By Lind: Rosley Dailcy

Seall W
t her new ioh, Michelle
Shnds looks al nnmbers

and rres {aces

Census dita men’t stotisties to
her, but people - xith fnmilies,
homes, businesees

"It osort of brings i1 life,
said Sand-, the vice president for
community  affairs at Barnel
Bank of Southwest Georgin,

Sands i< trying 1o do moye
than just enliven censns reports,
She aim= to invigarate o commu-
nity.

In hey job, o newly crepted
post, she oversees Barnelt's ef-
forts to meet the federal Com-
munity Reinvestiment Act, alaw
to enssiye banks make  their
loans and services available (o
the entive communily - includ-
ing low  and maderole-income
neighborhonds in the  areas
where they aperatse,

“What™s most imporiant i to
know that what we do affects
peopte’s lves™ waid Sands, 1
they ean get a line  loan,
they're hommeowners They have
a stake in the community. That
breeds curcess for everyone™

Sands  realizes, though, her
challenge can’t be mel over-
night.

“Communitly development
is a long lerm process 11°s not
an  event,” said - Sands, who
foined Parnett in November,

Sanda offors a nnique pegspece
tive on coonomie devetopment,
bringing not only banking expe-
rience, nit also <everal years of

MICHELLE RODGERS SANDS

» Age: 31

> Job: Viee president for enminunity
aflairs at Bagnelt Bank of Sotfhwest
Gemgia

» Educatinm: Masters of business
adminisiration, Aflanta Hniversity, 1989;
bachelor'« degtee, Finoty University,
1984,

» Work bistory: Viee president foo
governmental and minntity allairs,
Columbus Chunber of Commeren,
19911994, commercial banking
lepresentative and credil analy«t,
Pittshrngh Nationat Rank 1989 tg9an);
‘nternships i banks in Deteoit and
Houston in 1987 aiel 1ORA. [y
axaminer, Internal Revenue Service,
1985 21

> Family: Hishand, Tom Sande, and
01, 2 yer old Kendall

» Hobhirr: Rending. naedening

ands is drive

LepGre froter e Monday, febirary 6, 1995

work at the Columbns Chamber
aof Commeree,

“She has good insight into the
needs of the community,” said
Alice Daws, scenior vice presi-
dent and director of retail bank-
ing al Barnett.

But there's more than one
conttnunity on which Sands must
focus. In addition to Columbus,
Barnett has banks in Manches-
ter, Cairo, Thomasville and Val-
dosta,

“Fhave the opportunity to get
ot on the road and talk with
folks throughout southwest
Georgia,” soid Sands,

Southwest Georgia isn't too (ar
from home for Sands, who's held
posts from Detroit to Mouston,

A native of Anniston, Ala.,
Michelle Rodyters Sands majored
in history at Emory University
and gol her bachelor’s degree in
1984,

After working for the Interna)
Revenae Service in Atlanta for a
couple of years, she went (o
graduate school and earned her
master's of business arllministra-
tion degree from Atlanta Uni-
versitly in 1989

In her youth, Sands was aware
of civil rights strupgles. Her
father, Gordon Rodgers, a den-
tisl, was the first African-Ameri-
can to serve on Anniston’s city
couneil,

As she sees it, the momentum
of the civil rights movement has
slowed since the “G0s, but the
cllort continues, Her generation
faces different challenges than
did her parents, who participat-
ed in voley registration drives,

“Now, ... the less blatant
inconsistencics  in sociely s
where the focus needs (o be,”
Sands said.

ITer work at the Columbus
Chamber of Commcrcee, as vice
president for governmental and
minorily affairs from 1991 to
1994, made her more acutely
aware of hurdles yet to leap, she

ays.

“Being at the chamber and
working with minority husiness
and women business, vou realize
cconomic empowerment s the
next big frontier. Working at a
hank, dealing with access fo
apifal, is one way [ feel T can
play a part in deating with (hat
issue,” Sands said

Thus, Sands regards her work
not just as banking, but as public
service, of sorts,

And public service was where
she once  thought she would
make a career,

Growing up, she didn’t know
exaclly what she would do, “f
just knew 1 was going to do it
weoll,” Sands said.

“I guess that was the one thing
{ came away with fiom my
childhood . . confidence in your-
self and  your abilifies,”  said
Sands.

For Sands, maotherhond js a
challenge like no other. “1 want

CROTILF

n (0o mprove

to he great at it 10s not the same
A A career” she said She and
her hushand, Tom Sand<, have a
son, Kendalt

“TEvour kids turn ot 1o he
nice people. von've dope i proad
o, Sands said, Lhe joh e
qmires that parent nat only
meet Eids peeds) ot also pro-
Vide seonrity s conifort lave o
e tnovdedpe “that threy are
specind and have cpecial pite”
“he gl

She

Balancrs that sonse of

parental responsibility  with a
sense of humor abont her 2-year-
old.

“He's pretty atrocious. Na, no
== precocions. Let e put that
that way,” <she eaid, chuckling
and adding, “We have a good
time.”

Motherhood has (aupht
smne lessong, she <aid.

“T really learned 1o put my
priorities i order,” <he  said.
‘What's urgent? What's nice, but
not nreeessary?

her

. . Wike Haskey | cdgci-Luuict
Hichelle Sandsvice president tor community alfairs at Barnelt Rank of Southwest Georgia, stands under Barnett Bank
Illoone shiting the tecent Cookie Run activities,

“l just manage chacs and try
to plan properly,” said Sands,
who's taken 1o posting her
calendar on the refrigerator so
she and her husband ran mesh
their schedules,

To co-workers, though, it
tooks much smoother than man-
aged chaos.

“Easy-going,” “even-tem-
pered,” “dependabte” and “orga-
nized” are the adjectives her

See SANDS. 1)1
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boss, Barnett President
Collin: uses (o deseribe Sands.

When o Colling worked  with
Sande while che was <till ot the
chamber, e notedd how  her
mectings always ~larted on time
and had an apendn

Mike
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thchact Pavrish has been pro-
crastinating abont signing up for
a nev crop insurance program,
and he s gat plenty of company.
Hinelydive  pereent of  the
20,000 Georgia farmers who will
need the insurance by the end of
the month don t have if,
Towenally sail until the last
mintte 1o da cverything,” said
Parrish, whe mows tobacco in
Twcin City, about 20 mites west of
Stidechiore 0 haven't  done
1
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everyday and all the experience
within. So I try to do that,” said
Sands, who is trying to find time
for hersell and hobbies.

There's much that she wants
to accomplish in her life. Surfl
the 'Net. Pick up goll. Travel.
Make her mark — in whatever
way possible.

“The botion line you want to
think about (is) il this day was
your last, what could they sny
about you?”

She points to a sentence on a
wallet-sized card imprinted with
“The Barnett Vision” — a card
she always carries,

“We improve the lives of our
customers and the well heing of
our cormmunities,” it reads,

Said Sands, “That's what I o ™

I‘armers procrastinate
on crop insurance plan

much studying on it.”

Under the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Reform Act of 1994, farm-
ers who grow crops covered hy
U.S. Department of Agriculture
price-suppott programs, such as
peanuts and tobaceo, need crop
insurance by Fecb. 28. It covers
part of their loss from [flonds,
droughts and other natural i
sasters

They also will be  denied
government loans if they aren't
insured. The government has
required crop insutance in the
past, but never enforced the
requirement.

Congress passed the Iaw to
defer fraud. Some Georgia farm-
ers have been accused of eollect
ing disaster payments on non-
program crops that they planted
and never intende! to harvest.

Statistical abstract

available at UGA
ATHENS, Ga.

Interested in statistical infor-
mation for every connty and
metropolitan area in Georgia?
The University ol Georgia has
published the “Georgia Statisti.
cal Abstract.”

Compiled every two years, the
reference book contains eco-
nontic and demouraphic infor-
mation ranging [jom consumer
prices to crop yi(ﬂ fs

The book would be of interest
to people involved in economic
devetopmient, financial services,
marketing or advertising, <aid
editor Lorena Akioka. “And for
businesses looking to expand or
move, it's a good starting point
for market research.”

The book also includes chap-
ters on law enforcement, natimal
resources and transportotion,

The cost is $25, plus local «ales
tax. To order, calt (706) 512-1085
or write the Selig Center for
Economic Growth, UGA Terry
College of Business, Rronks 1Ta1),
Athens, Ga 30602,
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boss, Barnett President Mike
Collins uses to describe Sands.

When Collins worked - with
Sands while she was still at the
chamber, . he noted ‘how her
meetings always started on time
and had an agenda.

. “That impressed me,” said
Collins, who praised her poise
and rapport in dealing with
governmental and civic leaders.

“She has a diplomacy that’s
unusual,” said Kenneth B.
Crooks Jr., president and chief

Don't let your mailbox fill
up with Holiday Bills! Call
us for a Home Equity
Consolidation Loan. Low
interest and tax deduction

Means One Monthly Bill.

Call us for an
appoiniment today!

too. One Monthly Payment

EQUITY ONE, INC.

m:gl Ucense

706-660-0400

executive officer of the Metro
Columbus Urban League. Sands,
who is the Urban League’s board
secretary, can ask hard ques-
tions tactfully, he said.

In just a few months on the
board of the Lower Chattahoo-
chee Regional Development
Center, Sands has distinguished
herself as someone capable of
quickly grasping issues and com-
municating ideas, said Ron
Starnes, the center’s executive
director.

While at the chamber, Sands
wgs astute at “zeroing in” on
issues of importance, said Mike
Gaymon, the Columbus cham-
ber’s president. “She had her
antennaes up,” he said.

Sands helped get the one-cent
sales tax passed to fund the
sewer repalrs, the Riverwalk
and the new civic center among
other things.

“When you see buildings rise
and the world focused on Colum-
bus through the Olympics, it
gives you a sense of satisfac-

N ow you can enjoy the securtty and safely of a CD tied 1o the prime rate.
With a minimum investment of 82500, you can open your new 24 month CD starting
at 6.75% ALY, Then, every time CBYTY prime changes during the next 24 months,
your CD rase will be set at 75% of the current prime rate. And, you can relax knowing

\mnual pereentage vicld

[
Ub

24 Maondy

" your rate will never fall below 5.50% A.PY.
80, stop by one of our 23 branches today and ask abour our CD tied 1o
prime. To make things easier for you, we have branches conveniently located

as the Foodmas on Milgen Road and in Peachtree Mall, And don’t forge
we have Saturday and Sunday Banking roo. But, you better hurry, an offer

this good will only be available for a limited time.

“APY. wcxuraee as of 2145, Rate und offer subject o change without notice, I'hnr me RSB ARY. Ky
in conguncoon with any ather CL) offer o Indivi
tered service mark of Synovus Financial Carp. “Everything You Expect From A Bank. And More.” is 3 service mark of Synovus Financial Comp.

“Ihis C1) offes cannct be used

Everything You Ezﬁa From A Bank.
And More.

Retiremens Accounis u\umbmlhn

mnyhu s,
"\llnumlgpl-

tion,” said Sands, reflecting upon
the project.

“I've updated my perspective.
It you're in a position to help
someone, you should. To im-
prove your community is some-
thing that you should do. It
doesn’t necessarily have to be a
big deal — but just the day to
day. You should make it a part
of your life,” she said. “I'm doing
what [ can for Columbus and the
community.”

A former co-worker was killed
in the USAir plane crash near
Pittsburgh last fall, and the
incident has created a new
awareness of mortality. “You
realize life is short. You have 10
make the most of it and enjoy

everyday and aii tn. -
within. So I try to do
Sands, who is tryving *
for herself and hobb -

There’s much that
to accomplish 1n &
the ‘Net. Pick up -
Make her mark — 'r
way possible.

“The bottom line
think about (is) il 'f.»
your last, what cou.
about you?”

She points 10 a e
wallet-sized card impr
“The Barnett Vision™ -
she always carries

“We improve the
customers and the we.
our communities.” it -~

Said Sands, “That's

Farmers procrastinat
on crop insurance pla

Associated Press
ALBANY, Ga.

Michael Parrish has been pro-
crastinating about signing up for
a new crop insurance program,
and he’s got plenty of company.

Ninety-five percent of the
20,000 Georgia farmers who will
need the insurance by the end of
the month don’t have it,

“I usually wait until the last
minute to do everything,” said
Parrish, who grows tobacco in
Twin City, about 30 miles west of
Statesboro. “I haven't done

“Food Worth
Leaving
Home For!!”
Nightly Dinner
Special
(menu changes nightly)

“Home Made” like
Momma used to make

$ 59

568-7228

For Convenient
Home Delivery of the

LEDGER-
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