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LIST OF NAMES WITH CORRECT SPELLING

¢ Judge John Patterson
sAngen Louise (Benson)
eAlbert L. Patterson

e[ amer Reed

eGordon Persons
eCrack Hanna

oJ. Edgar Hover

eArch Ferrell

oSi Garrett

eAlbert Fuller

oWillie Painter
eJohnny Frank Griffith
eJohn McIntire

oL urleen Wallace
oGeorge Wallace




- TALLAPOOSA COUNTY BACKS
JOHN

PATTERSON

For Alabama's

Next Governor!

Welcome To The

KICKOFF RALLY

at New Sijte High School

Friday, March 4 — 7:00 p.m.

JOHN PATTERSON...
“PROVEN DEFENDER . . .
OF OUR RIGHTS!”




Patterson’s Heritage
Lies Deep In County

The roots of John Patterson lie deep in Ala-
bama’s soil. The rugged character and unswerving
devotion of his pioneering ancestors are reflected in
the dogged determination, the courage and the in-
tegrity that have marked every term in his illustri-
ous career.

Thig brilliant man has been an outstanding stu-
dent, a brave and daring soldier, and a dedicated
and fearless leader in every public office he has
held. Having served with distinction one term as
Governor of his beloved State — a term of memor-
able achievement — John Patterson now seeks to
return to that office to continue the progress he in-
augurated during his four years in the Governor’s
chair.

John Patterson himself was born on the family
farm near Goldville, Alabama, only three miles
from New Site. He still maintains this original fam-
ily home. But those roots go back much farther
than that — back for many generations.

His grandparents resided in this same East-Cen-
tral Alabama territory. They were Robert and Lou-
vena (Hart) Benson of Sunny Level in Tallapoosa
County and Delona and Mary Green (Sorrell) Pat-
terson of Goldville, Grandmother Patterson died at
92, just two weeks after her greatest hour of tri-
umph — the inauguration of her illustrious grand-
son as Governor, when she proudly danced the first
waltz with him at his Inaugural Ball.

John is the son of Mrs. Agnes Louise (Benson)
Patterson and the late Albert L. Patterson. Both
his parents taught school at various times. His mo-
ther was his first teacher when he began his edu-
cation at a tiny rural school at Rocky Ford in Mor-
gan County.

Governor Patterson’s father attended Jackson-
ville State College and the University of Alabama,
where he was a Phi Beta Kappa. He taught in small
schools in Tallapoosa and Cullman Counties in the
1920’s, was principal of high schools at Ashland and
Rockford, and was chairman of the Phenix City
Board of Education for nine years.

John Patterson proceeded through the public
schools of Rockford, Opelika and Alexander City
and Central High School in Phenix City, where he
was graduated in 1939.

With the outbreak of World War 11, the future
Governor entered the United States as a private. He
served from 1940 until 1946 and emerged with the
rank of Major. He took part in the actions in North
Africa, Sicily, Italy, Southern France and Germany.

_During this period he was a member of the 5th
Field Artillery Battalion, First Infantry Division
arnd the 17th Field Artillery Battalion. He was re-
called into the Army during the Korean conflict in
1951, serving until December, 1953, in the Judge
Advocate General's Section, Headquarters Fourth
Infantry Division, where he engaged in the prose-
cution and defense of criminal cases for the United
States Army in Germany.

Governor Patterson enrolled in the University
of Alabama Law School in 1945. In undergraduate
school he majored in political science, public admin-
istration and history. He received his law degree in
August, 1949, graduating with honors, and joined
his father’s law firm in Phenix City where he re-
mained except for time out for the Korean service.

"~ While studying at the University of Alabama,
John Patterson met lovely Mary Joe McGowin of
Clanton, a home economics major. They were mar-
ried in Clanton in October, 1947.| His wife was born
In"Géorgiana in Butler Coun the daughter of
Mrs. Mildred (Dunn) McGowin and the late Sibley
McGowin.

The Patterson’s have two children, Albert L.,
I11, and Barbara Louis, known affectionately as Ba-
bel. Albert is an honor student at Sidney Lanier
High School in Montgomery where he is a Voca-
tional Agriculture student. He is active in ROTC
and is an Eagle Scout. Babel is a student at Bell-
ingrath Junior High School.

It was sheer tragedy that catapulted John Pat-
terson into the political arena. His father, Albert
L. Patterson, had won the Democratic nomination
for the office of Alabama Attorney General. He
had vowed to “cleanup” Phenix City, which had be-
come infamous for its wide open vice and gambling,
with the community at the mercy of gangsters.

Mr. Patterson was assasinated on June 18, 1954.
Martial rule immediately was established in Phe-
nix City. With National Guardsmen bringing hun-
dreds to trial, young John Played a leading role in
the cleanup and return to law and order. Heeding
the call of the people of the State, John Patterson
was elected Attorney General and his discharge of
that office brought wide acclaim.

As Attorney General, John Patterson provided
statewide leadership in the field of law enforce-
ment, applying the laws with relentless vigor and
virtually wiping out the last vestige of organized
crime in Alabama. He realized a personal hour of
triumph when, in 1956, Phenix City won nation-
wide honors as “America’s Model City.”

Governor Patterson himself has been paid
many notable honors. In 1956 he was named one of
the ten outstanding young men in America by the
United States Junior Chamber of Commerce. This
was in competition with candidates from all parts
of the country. That same year he was chosen .as
one of the four most outstanding young men in
Alabama. Many organizations, including interna-
tional news services, have named him “man of the
year” on several occasions.



JOHN PATTERSON--The man who rose from a Tal-
lapoosa County farm to the governorship of a flour-
ishing state. As a young boy (top left) young John
lived several years with his family in Alexander City
on Frapklin and Semmes Streets. Those weré the
years spent in companionship with a toddling play-
mate, his younger brother Maurice (top center). As
he grew toward manhood young John Patterson
found that life afforded him Iuxuries only if he
worked to earn them. A new bicycle (top right) was
paid for by John by delivering papers before and
after school. The years ahead gave him a fine family
(left) which, in 1958, became Alabama’s first family.
With the governor are his wife, Mary Jo, their daugh-
ter, Babel, and son Albert III. The John Patterson
story . . . from Tallapoosa farm to the governor’s
mansion . . . is truly one of stirring accomplishment.
It is backdropped by hardship, perseverance, forti-
tude, and a Christian belief in mankind.
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“NOBODY BUT THE PEOPLE
For PATTERSON . ..

and thank goodness there are still plenty of them!
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WHEN HE WAS
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Today He Still Shows This
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The Patterson influence on Phenix City Alabama

Judge John Patterson lives on a farm ## located in Tallapoosa Gounty
in the small town of Goldville;Alabama. It was on this farm that he was
born on September 27, 1921. John Patterson is the son of the late Mrs.
Agnes Louise (Benson) Patterson and the late Albert L. Patterson. The
Patterson family moved to Goldville in 1889 from nearby Clay county.

Both his parents were school teachers. They attended Jacksonville State
University in the summer to gain extra degrees. Patterson hall at JSU is
named after Albert Patterson. John Patterson dedicated the first building
and 30 years later dedicated the new Patterson hall. His family moved to
Phenix City in 1933. Althoygh this was in the height of the great depression
work was plentiful because the nearby Fort Benning. Soldiers would come
to Phenix City and spend their paychecks on gambling, and the plentiful
prostitution. Albert Patterson began a law practice and was doing well.

After graduating high school in 1939 from@entral Bgh in Phenix City j
John Patterson joined the army. He was stationed in Canada, and served 3
years in the service. During his term he saw action in the North African,
Sicilian, Italian, Southern France, and German campaigns of Word War II.
He was discharged in 1945, with the rank of Major. John Patterson then
went back to school at the University of Alabama and got an undergraduate
degree. He then transferred to law school and in 1949 got his law degree.
He then went back to Phenix City to practice law with his father. John
Patterson was then recalled to the army and served 2 more years in the
Korean war. He then returned back home to Phenix City.

Upon returning to Phenix City his father was running for the office of
State Attorney General. He was running on the platform of cleaning up
Phenix City. John Patterson helped his father with his campaign. He said,
“Phenix City had become a poor man$ Las Vegas”. What he meant by this ,
was that it had all of the same things to do but not as high class as Vegas.
Phenix City was controlled by the Mafia or the syndicate. They controlled
all businesses and political activities. If local people tried to do any thing




about it they would wind up in trouble with the gangsters. When good
people tried to report the situation in Phenix City to the Governor of
Alabama he would say it ‘jg’oa local matter. When a person would go to
Montgomery to the Governor’s office and report on the gangsters/activity/
someone would call the gangsters back in Phenix City and tell them who was
reporting them before the person could even leave the Governors office.

This usually caused the person to wind up dead. The way they selected the
jury foreman, jurors, and grand jury was also just as corrupt. They had a
jury box with three by five index cards with all the jurors names in it. The
cards were held together with a rubber band. They would reach into the box,
pull out the packet, and simply deal offthe top of the group of cards. This
would be the names of the people for the next term. If anyone would “buck
the systerrg’ the syndicate would boycott them, burn them out or just kill
them to shut them up. This was a real desperate situation for the honest
people of Phenix City. They were simpl scaﬁd to death of the gangsters in
Phenix City. The syndicate owned, or where actually part of the local law
enforcement, courts, politicians and business men.

June first 1954 Albert L. Patterson took the office of State Attorney
General. The election was not free from it’s share of criminal activity. Ina
runoff electionyan effort was made state wide to steel the election from Mr.
Patterson. The chairman of the Democratic committee in Jefferson c%unty
was Lamer Reed. He let the Attorney General of the state and the Attorney
General Phenix City and some others take the voting records down to a local
hotel. At the hotel they altered the recapitulation sheets. The purpose was to
stéal six hundred votes from Albert Patterson. A Jefferson county reporter
caught them and reported their actions to the Jefferson county Grand Jury.
The grand jury launched an investigation into the election fraud. During the
grand jury’s investigation the Chairman of the Democratic committee Lamer
Reed confessed. In his confessior»he implicated several of the key players
involved in the voter fraud. A few short days after the election Patterson was
to testify before the grand jury about the election fraud. This would never
take place. Albert Patterson was gunned down in his car a few days before
he was to leave for Montgomery. This ruthless killing infuriated his son John
Patterson. He went to the Governor of Alabama Gordon Persons for help in
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solving the cold blooded murder. Governor Persons was reluctant to do
anything about the crimes. It was only after enormous public pressure that
the Governor did something. What he did was to call out the National
Guard, commanded by General Crack Hanna, and for the first time in the
history of the United States ynarshal law was declared in Phenix City,
Alabama. A 75-man, battle-equipped group of Guardsmen began shutting
down and burning the slot machines and closing the casinos.

After his fathers funeral.John Patterson announced he would run for
Attorney General to replace his father in the office. “Politics was a little
distasteful to me” he said, “but I was so angry about what they had done to
my daddy, that I wanted to do something about it.” This was his motivation
to run for Attorney General. He was nominated and had only a token
Democratic opposition. He was elected in a special election and replaced his
father as State Attorney General Two days later,John Patterson boldly
claimed that the officials investigating his fathers murder were the most
likely suspects. He traveled to Washington DC hoping to enlist the help of
FBI investigator J. Edgar Hoover. Hoover was too busy to see him. “1 got
mad as hell about it” but the snub brought a backlash of beneficial publicity,
Patterson recalls. Due to the negative publicity Alabama’s Supreme Court
ordered a special grand jury to investigate the murder and related corruption.
Bernard Sykes, an assistant attorney general, was sent to replace local
investigators. Eventually, nearly every local official resigned. Those
arrested included a state representative, the Russell county circuit judge,
district attorney, sheriff, chief deputy and deputy; and Phenix City’s mayor,
city clerk and city attorney. On December 9, 1954 Russell County solicitor
Arch Ferrell, Chief Sheriff’s Deputy Albert Fuller and Alabama Attorney
General Si Garrett were indicted for the murder of Albert Patterson. Si
Garrett checked into a Texas mental institute and never stood trial. It came
out in the trials of Ferrell and Fuller that evidence had been destroyed at the
scene of the crime. On March 11, 1955 Fuller was convicted and givena life
sentence. Ferrell was found not guilty. He was disbarred; however a decade
ago he reopened his law practice in Phenix City. None of this would have
been possible if not for one honest man. Willie Painter was an investigator in
the murder. Painter suspected that his superiors were covering up in the




investigation. Although the crime scene had been wiped clean by the cover-
up,Willie found some prints. He found prints on the inside of a visor of
Albert Patterson’s car. After lifting the printghe put them in an envelope and
mailed them directly to the FBI in Washington. The prosecution had 2 eye
witnesses in the case. One of the witnesses was Johnny Frank Griffith. A
few hours after testifying Griffith was stabbed at a local bus stop. When he
heard about it.John Patterson went to the hospital to see him. Griffith
seemed to be in good shape. Patterson scolded him for being carelessly out
in public,then he went home to eat supper. While eating jhe got a call from
the hospital. The hospital reported he went into cardiac arrest,and they did
an open heart massage on him but couldn’t revive him. Patterson, and
several others, believe he was killed in the hospital. The other witness that
came forward was cleverly hid%8#¢ from the gangsters and was able to testify.
John Patterson is careful to point out that he had a lot of good people helping
to solve the murder case and to clean up Phenix City.

Shortly after the murder of Albert Patterson,people from Hollywood
came to Phenix City. They wanted to knov%]atest historical events that took
place there. After a short investigation by producersythey decided to make a
movie about it. When they came to make the movie they _‘t_gok over the city.
They wanted to get in get, if filmed and get out. They did re-enactmenté of
the murder of Albert Patterson on the exact spot where he was killed. The
actor who played Albert Patterson, John Mclintire, actually wore some of
Patterson’s clothes. They wanted to spice up the story and were not really
interested in the truth. One of the main misconceptions the movie portrays is
that Albert Patterson was killed in gang activity. This is not trueJ‘he was
killed for political reasons. The move is titled “The Phenix City Story” and
is still shown on the late movies sometimes; it is not yet available on tape.
The Hollywood version does accurately depict the deep roots of the gang
activity, and the successful cleanup of the city.

“After a couple of years as Attorney General I saw if [ wanted to be
Governor I had an opportunity to be Governor.” Patterson explained. “Four
years later I ran in 1958. I finished first in the Democratic primary. George
Wallace finished second. We had a run off.and I beat him in the runoff and
was inaugurated in January of 1959.” This made Patterson the only




politician ever to defeat George Wallace in the statewide race and the
youngest man ever elected to the post. Patterson served four years as
governor. After staying out the required four years, Patterson ran for another
term as governor and was defeated by Lurleen Wallace. After an
unsuccessful campaign for Chief Justice of the Alabama Supreme Court/
Patterson decided to give up politics and go back to his law practice. George
Wallace was a good friend of John Patterson and helped him to get on the
Court of Criminal Appeals. Patterson still serves as Judge on the Court of
Criminal Appeals. This is the last term he will be able to serve due to his
age. He plans to continue serving the court as a retired judge in some
capacity. “I owe everything to my father, he is responsible for what has
become of me” Patterson states. “ I think about that everyday. I can say that
today Phenix City, Alabama is a fine place; it is a growing and prospering
city.” Phenix City was cleaned up and legitimate business moved in. In
1956 Phenix City won nationwide honors as “America’s Model City.”

Some of my observations in talking with John Patterson are that he
has enjoyed his life and role in Alabama history. Although put in the
situation of becoming a politician under unfavorable circumstances, he has
been very successful in politics. He has no regrets and takes great pride in
having a prominent role in changing the history of Phenix City. Even as the
governor of Alabamase worked to rebuild Phenix City. He cherishes his
relationship with former governor George Wallace, and he enjoyed helping
him in the Presidential race. Loyalty and a likeness to George Wallace
probably got him appointed to his current position of Judge on the Court of
Criminal Appeals. John Patterson seems to regret that he cannot be return
to his current position. The law will not allow him to run again because he is
over the age limit of seventy. His first love and probably still his favorite
occupation is practicing law. He said “If T had to do it again I would still
practice law.”

Judge John Patterson’s ranch house is in the middle of 40 acres,
surrounded by trees, horses, cattle and a large lake with fish. I think this




explains what Patterson is all about. He is a simple country boy with a
significant historical background, and accomplishments. He said “ I don't
think I could be a politician now because I couldn’t say what is supposed to
be said today and keep a straight face.”
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John Pattersdh recalls h|s

By Ted Bryant ,
: ° Associated Press. ; o R
MONTGOMERY — About 9 pm 38
years ago tonight, a young lawyer lay on, OPen as Las Vegas. Every_
~his bed in-a_little Chattahoochee, River,. ‘
town and- started - readmg a book
“Scottsboro Boy.” - '
-~ He didn’t finish-it, In- fact, he S kept the s
“book-all these years, but has ed:
. readmg it..
‘June 18,°1954;
Albe'rt~Patterson,; died in- a-'pool-of
just outside his law office; and Phemel
" became’ known:as possnbly the
rupt.towri in the country. #:i* .
It had been rotten for-a long time;.
Patterson recalls today. His  family mov:
there from’ Alexander City in 1933, before : L3
+John." reached; his: teens, 'because. . 3 ufac gof
depths of the Depression were felt:1 ded dice a : ; and a;safe:his: father;“Albert. Patterson anging
Phenix City: Three-regiments of. soldiers.;*" i n, hls ‘office. in - the state -
at nearby: Fort Benmng, Ga, could count :
on a monthly payroll i :




JUDICIAL BUILDING

300 Dexter Avenue
Montgomery, Alabama 36104-3741
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Supreme Court and State Law Library

1-800-236-4069
(205) 242-4347 .
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SUPREME COURT

The Supreme Court, the highest state court in Alabama, is
composed of a chief justice and eight associate justices, each
elected statewide for a term of six years. The Supreme
Court has the power to superintend and review any case
tried, heard, or appealed in any other court in the state. 1t
has exclusive jurisdiction over all suits at law where the
amount in controversy exceeds $10,000" and all appeals
from orders of the Alabama Public Service Commission in-
volving utility rates. The Alabama Supreme Court has dis-
cretionary jurisdiction over all cases reviewed by the two
intermediate appellate courts, is authorized by law to give
advisory opinions to the governor and the legislature on
constitutional questions, and may answer questions of state
law certified by a federal court. In addition, the state’s
highest court has rule-making power and has authority to
promulgate procedural and administrative rules to ensure
the efficient, speedy administration of justice.

1The Court’s exclusive jurisdiction will include cases exceeding $50,000.00,
effective Januaryl,1995.

Standing, left to right: Justices Ingram, Steagall, Kennedy, Cook. Seated, left to right: Justices
Shores, Maddox, Chief Justice Hornsby, Justices Almon and Houston.



SUPREME COURT AND STATE LAW LIBRARY

The Alabama Supreme Court and State Law Library was established
in 1828 as the Library Society of the Bench and Bar of the Supreme
Court, a private non-profit organization whose goal was to provide a li-
brary for the “exclusive use of the Bench and Bar of the Supreme
Court of the State.” One-hundred and sixty-six years later, the Law
Library serves the Alabama Supreme Court, the Court of Criminal
Appeals, and the Court of Civil Appeals, the Administrative Office of
Courts and is also the State Law Library, open to the public. Its collec-
tion, approximately 185,000 volumes, is the second largest legal col-
lection in the State. The Law Library is also one of the oldest U.S.
Government Depository libraries in the United States, having been
designated a depository in 1884.

COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS

The Court of Criminal Appeals is a five-judge court having exclusive
appellate jurisdiction of all criminal cases, including all post-
conviction writs arising therefrom. The Court has authority to issue
remedial writs necessary to give it general superintendence and con-
trol over all circuit, district, and municipal courts exercising jurisdic-
tion in criminal proceedings and in juvenile proceedings wherein the
juvenile is alleged to be delinquent. Judgments of the Court of Crimi-
nal Appeals are subject to review by the State Supreme Court, except
the review is automatic in capital cases where the death penalty has
been affirmed.

Judges of the Court are elected state-wide for six year terms, and
the presiding judge of the Court is elected by the members of the Court
for such term as the Court shall prescribe.

-

left to right: Judges McMillan, Taylor, Presiding Judge Bowen, Judges Patierson’
and Montiel.



ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF COURTS

The Chief Justice of the Alabama Supreme Court is the chief admin-
istrative officer of the state’s court system and is authorized to ap-
point an administrative director of courts and other personnel to as-
sist him in the performance of his administrative responsibilities.

The Administrative Office of Courts, under the direction of the ad-
ministrative director of courts, is responsible for providing central-
ized, state-level administrative support necessary for the operation of
the state’s court system; developing improved procedures and sys-
tems to increase the operational capacity of the courts including
court automation; and collecting and disseminating information nec-
essary to promote more efficient operation of the courts. In addition
to providing administrative assistance to the trial courts, the Admin-
istrative Office of Courts provides judicial educational, legal re-
search, personnel, and budgeting and purchasing assistance and de-
velops forms and manuals for use by the trial courts.

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS

The Court of Civil Appeals is composed of a presiding judge and two
associate judges. The Court of Civil Appeals has original jurisdic-
tion in all civil appeals where the amount in controversy does not ex-
ceed $10,000°. The Court also has jurisdiction of all appeals from ad-
ministrative agencies other than the Alabama Public Service Com-
mission, all appeals in workers’ compensation cases, all appeals in
domestic relations cases, including annulment, divorce, adoption,
and child custody.

Pursuant to Act 93-345, which became ef'f’ective October 1, 1993, the
Supreme Court is authorized to transfer certain civil cases appealed
to that court to the Court of Civil Appeals.

2.J urisdictional amount will increase to $50,000.00 effective January 1,1995.

left to right: Judge Thigpen, Presiding Judge Robertson, Judge Yates
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‘was’ vmsm con-

~«»# .,..

L._og vwse.mon ecalls n_m eve-

ning..*When he went back home that -
Enwr he knew he’d won. He went
"back-to his office, then went to the-

- post office to get his mail about 8:30 -
~-and he went back to Em on_oo E.E w .

little after 9.” .. -z |

bvo& 9:10 — Phenix QQ ocmm_dmm
Eastern time like its sister QG. o?

lumbus, Ga., just across the river — -

the new 3858 sma to his car.

- Witnesses mma Eo«. saw two Bmu
Sm_w into the alley where Em mEa.
Patterson’s car was Ew&

One of the' men, later EQ.E_& as
Albert Fuller, wq-womn.oa chief dep-

-uty - sheriff of Russell County, . was

“leaning against the vehicle, his hand
resting on Su om it on, Em driver’s
wam

: Hﬂo mwonm nman o__n Ea soon ._og
.vmse.mou was roused from his read-

.Em of “Scottsboro Boy,” a book about
-one of the nine black mep accused of .

raping two white women in Alabama
in 1931. Patterson was told there was
trouble at the office where he prac-
com&wsﬂ_&r_m?ﬁwe. ‘

- At the scene, he said, “I got down

R Tl T A NS

“Leonard Maltin’s ‘Movie Video Guide’. as a “fast-paced ex
" with realistic vaacoao:.&:m performances as a ._miv.g«oeam.
B oQEE:Q:mSE: “tries to do .something.about it.”’. Richard Kiley; o
es i a J | - ‘later eamed m._.o=<4o_. his stage performance in ‘Man of La z.m:o_,__m ..
) - e, o ] L starred as lawyer John Patterson. John Mcintire, who later.starred in . .
AaThe AT 1 ,‘zﬁo 1950s-60s “Wagon Train" TV series, played John's father, Albert -
iPatterson. Actress Kathryn Grant, who played waitress Ellie Rhodes, .
|- later married Bing Crosby.:Phenix City residents Ma Beachie and James _
+ Ed Seymour had bit parts as themselves. .:6 aa 88:5‘%_38 o:
| - the TNT: network, but is'not out on video.
-l Books;— The movie was taken from mcooxdﬁ:o mmso :wsm ;
. #The Phenix City Story;";.written by Edwin Strickland and Gene .. .
g Wortsman. Strickland was a reporter for The m_:a_._o:ms News .
“now lives in Montgomery.-Wortsman was a m.::.:u:ma _uoﬂ._._mqmn o
., reporter.y i:o later became Washington correspondent.. "He died several
..years. mmo Another book, “A People Ooc_.mumo.._m. A History of Phenix .~
-~City, Ala:;”” by George Coulter, was published in ‘_wum Both books are
m<m__mu_m atthe m.::.:u:ms _ucc__o _-_UBQ Sk T -

SGeme [SEaiee

T T n .1.,1.-\ Ty

SRS A T
S _uoE.m c&onm Em <o§.-n.w=n
..mnman jury ‘in Birmingham'on June

1T | 123, butiquickly left the state and was

&A_wmmzﬁsmnowoacma_: S
se film .....

"Jw,.,

-
S

LT N ”u? Syt <1

...‘o»nmm om _n

1 8::_6@3 as well um a ms.om om mSS
<+ |- troopers: - S

" and Tooked at the blood. I could tell
from the consistency and the amount

nounced nmmn wﬁ a ?nmu romu_g

. Later in the m<m=5n, ﬁmnnﬁ.mou re- ...
; 8=m .somebody vo:.os& Em car. -
H.;__:E. &.o<o him home." ' .

“He said, ‘John," whén 1 .Ss_u the ..
Bwns_uoma_&_m ;P11 bring him to -
“you,’ and he wasthe i

m.wza.mo: mwa

_ ww Em time Em ?EQ. was vE._&
Patterson said, he realized the peo-
ple investigating his’ mwn_a.m BE.na.
-were the prime u_.mvmoﬁ

* He's grateful to 2 state E<8anw- ‘

§. "Willie Painter, who found Ful-
ler's thumbprint .on the car where
ﬂgﬁma mma a man’s E:a was
resting.’ e

““He found E»ﬁ gnﬁu:a and took

that it was:a serious wound.” Albert
_ Patterson -already “had: been - E.o.

it across the-river and mailed it to

the FBI without telling anybody he
found F.,__M_Huwnmamo: said. -

Fuller was convicted of murder

_ and served 10 years before being pa-

roled to-a city job in Mobile in 1967.
He was injured in a fall at a sewage

~“'plant and friends brought him back
_ 8 Phenix City, where he later: E&

C e

S._Eﬁma ana_& the on.ﬁ. man
running :away _from the ’‘shooting

scene as. Arch Ferrell, circuit 'solici-
-tor (now called district attorney) for

Russell County. Ferrell was charged
with first-degree murder ‘and found

‘not guilty. Disbarred as a result of . -
the - voter-fraud - charges, ;-Ferrell

eventually . regained - his- license to

practice law and .now, Patterson
said, runs a low-profile real estate

practice in Phenix City.

Also implicated was Attorney Gen-
eral Silas Q..“.ﬁ.on, who testified for

mae_mmﬁ.& in.a Texas. mental. hos-
pital. ‘He died“soon after aoEBEm to
- Alabama several | years later..

%a.ﬁqv ,4

_uwgu mma S@ ._.E.m 1" runoff "=

/38@;&»&8 sheets were taken to -
-Garrett at Em Redmont Hotel, where .
" 3s were ow»um& to 8s and 1s were
" changed to’ 7s.”It "didn’t work. -His

‘father won,_ E_wswv.. Ea died be-

- The’ BE.nQ. mn:.:& Em 28:% om

\,, 2 ..E_mEu City. - Gov. ‘Gordon Persons,
<+ who had until then’ _mson& the town’s -
- | - vice’ and 83.:2_8 declared' mar-

-tial _ms sending in a National Guard

. More than 100 uoou_m including
BwE. local officials, were pros-
ecuted on a Eoﬁ_e.w of G.EE_E

g

Jt

" g !f-ﬁn. .. RIEUPIES S
mwoﬁam Em gun, a 8-855. Em§
on-a; ty&.msmiw tlong-barreled
weapon yised ;2§ 8 club.as well as-a
firearm), was m§8 in the burglary
of a railroad no8o9<m s home in Mil-
*&n%Eo nw amo R

..The affidavit says : was oi apart
,59 yan mnoammum torch- and sthe

Emn% taken away 3. m.::ﬁ. inanon-

PP
M\.“l\

~ion. mmow m@oﬁw@ ‘cooled.. L

" Today, Patterson. cmrg
about those times, “The Phenix City
Story,” ‘was inaccurate  because™ it
portrayed his father’s BE.%H as-a

- mob. wo_uou &

?ﬁ was'a’ vo,Euo& BE.QQ. ” vo
mna “The outgoing (state) adminis-
tration had been noSm business with

_ those people™over: there and they

were .sending ' money 'back here
(Montgomery). They fully believed -
they could do anything they wanted
to.do and get away with it.”

charges.

The State Democratic mu@nc_uﬁ
Committee called a special election

" to replace Albert Patterson as its at-

torney general nominee. Because. his
father had gone $15,000 in debt in his
campaign, John Patterson said, he
-had to borrow. money for his qualify-
Em fee torun E the election.

~* 4] had grave misgivings, but the

reason I-wanted it (the office) was
‘because 1 saw:the only way to solve
that crime (his father’s murder) and
clean up Phenix City was to have
that office,” Patterson said. “So far
-asTknow, it’s'still a clean place.”

-Over the years, new ms%uom has
95_& up. .

For example, investigators never

knew where the gun used in the -

-shooting came from or what wmw.
pened to it.

Patterson said he has an wm_nmsﬁ
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Patterson died-on ti
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Bentley, right:« .7 -

' arrett was suspect
wro wad ponyic ot Paterson's murder Gauret was suspe

Nythabrans

i eI,
at far right, the shortest man is Fulle

X © @ continued from 1A
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ofRatterson, The shooting came the same day he was cer-
ti as the winner of the Democratie primary runoff,
Q;!}pbelievable" is the word most often useq to describe
therevents that broke the collective back of the hoodlum
offiffords. Patterson’s assassination was the beginning of
' d for'what his son recently described * “sort of a
- an’s Las Vegas.”. ‘
“dOHN PATTERSON was 33 when his™ father was
fod lying in a pool of blood below the law offices they
in the Coulter Building on Fifth Avenue. They
Fe partners less than a year before the rapid-fire tri-
umph of election and tragedv of death.
“In the days betore his murder the eider Patterson said
p_ubh‘cly and privately-that he had little chance of surviv--
198 through the swearing-in ceremonies. Patterson told

fellow RBA founder Howard Pennington, “1f they do get
me, don't let them get away with it.”



#Still, John Patterson claims his father never intended
te be a martyr. Twice in one day during World War | he e e
_ tfceived terrible machine-gun wounds on the battlefields
~ _of France, yet he had his military rate:of disability re-
dliced from 100 percent to 34 percent! It isn’t logical that
l?tterson would sacrifice himself, his sdresatgnds.
¢'‘He never told me that, and you know, to this day [
n't think he seriously thought those people would do
?at,"‘said Patterson’s eldest son, who currently serves
the Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals.
“I think he had every intention of using the powers of
tﬁe Attorney General's office to clean up that city, and I
t}}ink they knew it,” Patterson added. B
- 4The elder Patterson’s premonitions aside, and regard-
lass of the assassins’ intentions, Phenix City began a mi- s
- rpculous” transformation-almost: the- instant the bullets- oo
-aisdruckc:Alabama’s: new attorneyrgeneralk”Within a year:; -
the border town could 'no longer live up to its reputation™
.- ,a§ the city “Georgia won't’ have and Alabama doesn't

{Mant.”

- STHE MORNING AFTER the assassination Gov. Gor- T
n Persons ordered all honky tonks closed, sending ina
-man, battle-equipped group of National Guardsmen..
ey began raiding gambling casinos, smashing and bur-

_-1f}ng slot machines and destroying other gaming devices.
<After the attorney general's funeral, John Patterson.” ) e
ghnounced ' his intention to replace his father as the .

. “aftorney general nominee. Nomination was tantamount
t election, since-there-would be only token Republican @~ —- ———— -

. obposition.= ' % A : :

. aTwo days later Patterson boldly claimed that the offi-.. I

- nducting.theimurder investigation were the most T T

| suspects. -Patterson -went- to.Washington -seeking .

- tedlelp -of. FBI, Directoss. o FEdgariHooyer, but. Hoaver
- -'‘jaswoo busytg talkswoll " Tas v #
> q*I"got. mad as-hell -about it,” but the snub brought a .
. gucidash ofgeneficial publicity, Patterson recalls; - e e
- > mGov. Persons” declared?martial law in Phenix City,
“-fjacking the first time historians could recall such-ex- o
. tmeme action in America. T
-té‘,‘,luq.spa.matter.of hours.the whole. town was shut -
wn, and:it's never been open again,” Pattarson said.
“Evérything began to move just right into place’
. *Alabama’s Supreme Court ordered a special gtand jury
. -{:investigate the murder and related corruption. The
it judgsz%;g;gi‘s;xjic.t attorney were relieved of their

.“governor ' ‘sent - Bernard Sykes, an assistant . - - e e
torney general, to replace local investigators.

EVENTUALLY, nearly every local official resigned. -
o use of large-scale voting fraud. the State Democrat- -
if Ryecutive Committeg voided the entire Russell County
primary election. T T
2 Mare than 100 peopie were prosecuted for nearly 600
griminalscharges .running .the gamut of vice. Those
drrested alongside reputed mobsters included a state
sepresentative; the Russell County-circuit judge, district
torney, sheriff. chief deputy and deputy; afhj Phenix . e
- .Gity’} mayor, city clerk and city attorney. -
. # Abbrtion centers were closed. A white slavery %g was
" HBrokén. Bodies were exhumed and for the first tithe la-
%gled\murder victims. Thousands of weapons and rounds
ammunition were seized. Factories producing loaded
dice and marked cards were closed. A safecracker's
-_qdassroom was discovered and shut down. :
:In a single month guardsmen. found and destroye
gills-containing nearly 4,000 gallong of moonshine whis-

L IRy
- #“It’s like a dream thinking about it,” Patterson said re-
nily. “It's almost unbelievable.”
¢ Some of the biggest revelations came during the Bir-
?ingham trials of two of the three men accused in Albert
atterson’s death.
¥On Dec. 9, 1954, huge headlines in newspapers across
-._?Ixe state told of the indictment of Russell Codnty Solici-
= @r-Arch Ferrell, Chief Sheriffs Deputy Albext Fuller
d a third, unnamed man who was out of stXe and
-@uld not be arrested immediately.

 THE UNKNOWN SUSPECT four days later was re-
vedled as Alabama Attornev General Si Garrert. i .rrett
theeked into u Uexas mental institution within days of
whe Patterson murder and never stood trial.

b Ijhe trio of murder suspects was the same group John
Fatlerson had accused from the beginning. The voung
-Raferson had ieveled his sharpest criticism at Ferrell's

‘Sloppy” investigation, challenging Ferrell to “sue me if
ffe ants to.” :



~ More than 500 witnesses were subpoenaed, and Fuller
Yas the first to go on trial. The first state witness, a toxi-

. eologist, said the bullets that killed Patterson were the

@pe commonly used by qeliee-far target practice.
: Two witnesses said they saw Ferrell and Fuller stand-

- -ig in front of the Coulter Building just minutes before

gatterson died. One witness said Fuller ran from bushes
rrounding the nearby post office, then raced in his car
way from.the scene about one mmute after the shots

ere fired.
. __. S Four state lawmen and an FBI agent testified that de-

ite Patterson’s vehicle being wiped free of fingerprints,
& single print matching Fuller's later was taken from a

- - @oncealed location on the passenger door.

" ¢ Pennington testified that Fuller was never seen with-
gut. his pistol, yet the deputy sheriff's holster was empty
jhen he came to the hospltal emergency room to investi-
te the Patterson murder. e

TA POLICEMAN SAID he gave'Fuller a plaster mold of
a shoeprint found near the murder. scene, but Fuller de-
royed the evidence the next morning.

o t3.The most damaging testimony:came a week after the

ial began, when a construction worker $aid he saw Ful-

_‘ ir. Ferrell and Patterson walk into the alley, heard.

ots fired and saw.the two lawmen flee.
2 Fuller claimed he was a friend of Patterson, and sever-
a:l ahbl..mtnesses said Fuller was not near the .crime
ene.

"#0n Marchnll, '1955, Fuller was convicted and given a

’ ﬁt‘e sentenceJHe was paroled after serving 10 years in

by Prison.: 7% gy
The~ sameaday Fuller was: convicted, Ferrell was
uitted. on vote-fraud charges for allegedly changing

me 600 votes in Jefferson County in the attorney gen- -

aral's race won by Patterson. A man who claimed he

_ ¢witched the votes for Ferrell was later convicted.
~"- On April 18, ‘1954, Ferrell stood trial on the murder

~ dharge, facing nearly the same witnesses and arguments
t led.to the conviction of Fuller. Aithough the wit-
sses made similar claims, they were not as positlve in
eir identification of Ferrell as they were in placing

rRuller,at the scene.

3 Two reportersSaid-a drunken Ferrell told them short- .

after the Patterson murdéPFthat he was “glad he's
ad” and attempted to give three chéers for Fuller be-
q:re.collapsmg on his face at Phenix City Hall. Ferrell

- daid, “I hated the (SOB), hut I.didn’t guta him,” just be-

Q)re leaving City Hall and being arrested for driving
-yhile intoxicated, the newsmen said.

TELEPHONE RECORDS showed Ferrell could have
ﬂeen making a call at the courthouse at the time of the
sfomrson murder. Experts said the telephone call might

have been placed eisewhere in Phenix City.

% On May 3, 1955, the state sought the death penalty for
}errell and a jury began deliberations. The Columbus
Ludger that afternoon won a Pulitzer Prize for its cover-
age of the Phenix City cleanup.

On May 4, after pondering the evidence 13% hours, th
jury found Ferrell not guilty. State prosecutors wet
stunned, having believed they had a better case agmm
Ferrell than Fuller.

“Twelve courageous and honest men confirmed m
innocence, which I personally have always gnown,”’ Fer
rell said after the verdict. .“I am deeply
shall always be grnteful for the Just.lce whi
ceived.””

Ferrell was disharred, but a decade ago reopened hxs
law practice in Phenix City. A request for an updated
version of Ferreil's Cide of the story was met with a firm
buljon.ll ‘Hell no.

“I've talked about that about as much as I can,” Ferreil
satd. “The last real talking I did was on the witness stand

in Birmingham back in 1955.”

Ferrell again read the statement he had given after he-
ing acquitted. The time-worn words almos? said it all, o
not guite. ,

“We stripped the state witnesses naked.& he said after
pausinz a moment. “'Stripped them on the Nitness stand

nattaer ver s - —vamned hars

FERRELL WAS FRIENDLY and caim as\he ended

the briet telephone conversation, becoming philosophical.
about his place in history.

“I got treated pretty nasty by some people,” Ferrelii

said. “Most of my tormentors are dead. I've lived andi
prospernd

=




.foretold. the-contempor

".got him.” A
Indeed. John Patterson said his father’s legal practice .

Patterson and ttate investigators.refuse speculation
about Ferrell’s involvement. Patterson -himself was: ini-
tially a suspect — having had a loud.argument with his
father the day before the murder — and will say only
that Ferrell was fairly tried uitted.

"Many -people still claim it was Phenix City's apathy
that killed Albert Patterson. Some apparently felt the
gambling halls and whore houses offered a bankrupt city
its only chance to survive, enticing the 12,000 'soidiers
stationed six miles west at Ft. Benning.. i

A newspaper editorial the day after the assassmatxon

iatter WHETPULED the triggert ¥ 1PATARP!

was run-of-the-mill in Opelika and Alexander City, but

. began prospering upon moving to Phenix City.in 1933.

Patterson at one time represented the city’s repated
gambling kingpin and as a state senator nommated Fer-

- rell for solicitor.

As a 14-year-old paperboy, John “quite qmckly took up
the practice of putting my nickles and pennies.into slot
machines. betting on baseball parlays in the pool halls
and buying lottery tickets.

“A fellow had to be a real church-type to not have
those things in his business,” Patterson recalled. “As a

general rule, practically every store had them.”

ON PAYDAYS at Ft. Benning, soldiers flocked to 14th
Street, often four or five deep along the sidewalks out-

+ side the Manhattan, Silver Dollar,’ Silver Slipper, Sky-

line, 602 Club, Bama Club and others. They-visited the
Hilltop House, Highway 80 Fish Camp or;any-f about 10
other joints if they wanted prostitutes.

“It was the darndest sight you ever saw," Patterson
said.

Pennington moved from Auburn to ‘Phenix Cxty in
1933.

“I knew there was a lot going on,” he recalled recently.
“But 1 didn’t have any idea so much.””*

Pennington’s young son came . home crying one

. afternoon several years after the family was settled. The

boy had collected his paper route money but lost all of it

in slot machines before reaching home.

The father scolded the son for wasting his hard-earned
money and warned that gambling was illegal.

“HE SAID, ‘If it's wrong to play, why did the po-

) liceman show me how? Why did they stack the drink

boxes up for me to reach it?” "’ Pennington said. *I said

- I'd go to the mayor and straighten this out. That was a

joke.”
However, when the underworld began controlling local

politics. people like Albert Patterson, Hugh Bentley and
Pennington fought back.

Initially, racketeers hribed local officials for protec-

‘ tion. Later, the racketeers became the local officials, and

by the late 1940s the criminal syndxcate controlled Phe-

- nix City, Patterson said.

Favored local criminals seldom were arrested and

~ when they were, acquittal was virtually assured because

the mob also controlled jury selection. Investigators later
found that of thousands of potential jurors, the same two

. men were cailed for jury duty 17 times in less than a de-

cade. A select group of about 120 “fixed"” jurors repeat-
edly formed grand juries or decided trials during the last
few years before the cleanup.

Although the Russell County Courthouse sits on a bluft
overlooking the state’'s biggest former gambling district,
the grand juries under Ferrell failed to call for investi-
gations of the illegal activities. One infamous jury report
singled out the major local problems as a hole in a court-
house screen doot and excessive speeding by vehicles in
thie honky tonk section ot cwn.

Gambling interesls also controlled the Board of Regis-
trars. which began registering transients of all types.
Pennington recalls how mobsters carried lists of ficti-
tious voters from one polling place to the next, openly
casting hundreds of hallots for mob candidates.

‘THE ELECTION PROCESS was so corrupt, it wasn't
unusual for the mob to put up.$100, 000 in a local race
where there vuere less than 4 000 votes.” Patterson said.

Viever tthooangst e cirence didn’ll tup at the Rus-
selt (.ounty line. lhev b(;gan.aentnbutmg heavily to
statewide elections, gaining favor in the highest state
otfices.

“It just became the accepted attitude in Montgomery
that it was a local problem,” Patterson said. “The federal
attitude was. ‘That's a local matter. Y'all are just goingto
have to work that out yourselves.' "

L.ess than a year before Patterson’s assassination. the

Alabama Supreme Court had thrown out an RBA-

attempt to impeach Sheriff Ralph Matthews for der-
eliction of duty. In essence. the decision reaffirmed the

LA




state’s detachment from its outlaw city and confirmed
" the mob’s ruie.
e iiiiieo - Bentley was the first to organize against the criminal
element, but the future RBA leader made little headway.
. Penmngt.on about the same time began circulating anti-
e “''vice fliers on the.other sideoftowmsand was similarly un-
successful. Patterson suggested the men combhine their
o ) .. efforts a_md in 1951 helped incorporate the RBA.
- ';-“v"Penmngton suggested that RBA members begin going
into the gambling parlors, taking notes and swearing out
~____ warrants for criminal activities. The group instead took
- Patterson’s advice and hired a private investigator who
~gbegan bringing charges against gamblers and prostitutes.
=“WE ALMOST ALWAYS lost in court, but it did kind
_of shake the mob up,” Pennington said.
In January 1952 Bentleys home was. blown up in the

hwn mthroushk alls3304 ot
. M-I?Q“lﬂulh ﬂlg‘bree mv Vg ._ﬁ »
S “That’was.theiré firstrreal mistake,” Penmngton sand
“That got national attentionsIf they hadn t gotten rough,
- :they probably could have just gone on.”
. 3 ‘The bombing bolstered the RBA but the mob also got
nu_n'. gy Bhanirty i N
o ”nnd a local’newspé !
-an arsonist. > %A £ >
. .. :%In May-1952 RBA members stood watch outside elec-
¢ tion polls,:hoping-to stem-the illega} voting+ A gang of
thugs attacked-Hugh Britton, Bentley\and his son, beat-
T s ———»—1 ing them agppheannd lnghwayp en watched non-

chalantly, »=»"%" il
o ‘ thFi\rev.mont.hs later an. arsomst sprayed gasolme around
e Ope

"Brown. hd wasathiisstate
«m- neagjyitrappedi

S After Gov. Persons told the RBA they were “asking for . .

trouble” fighting the gambling interests, Albert Patter-: . ’

son decided the only option was to seek the state’s hlgh-
est law office.’ During Patterson's first campaign debate,
he was labeled a criminal attorney in a Mafia town by the
e _ front-runner, Gadsden attorney Lee Porter. "\

PATTERSON WAS RUNNING a poor third
every newspaper's poll on the attorney genera
trailing Porter and MacDonald Gallion. "

So Patterson and Pennington traveled the state, some- :
S . times sleeping oniy two or three hours each night. “Pat ”
wore (Porter) out,” Pennington recalled.

Voters began paying more attention to the dark horse
becoming partial to Patterson's platform — that the peo- "
ple would serve as the “court of last resort” to clean up !
Phenix City. They liked his bold and independent nature. -

Patterson surprised the experts, almost winning with-
out a runoffl. Investigations later revealed that only sev-*
eral thousand last-second, 1llegal vote changes demedu
the outright victory.

Patterson led by 70.000 votes, and Galhon — through a~ >
pre-election deal — threw his support to Patterson. BlH
Jim Folsom, the governor-elect, backed Porter.

In the runoff. Patterson had an apparently comfortable
lead before his opponents began offering $5.000 to coun- .
tv election officials who would alter vote totals on the
official tabulation sheets.

“They came to me at about 3 or 4 the morning after the
runoff, asking if I would change votes for Porter.” re-
called Macon County Probate Judge Preston Hornsby. "1

was so mad, 1 said. 'Y’all get the hell out of here and
don't never come back.’

“They started to tell me how much it &){ld be worth

nearly I:
's race, r;

to me, but I didn't even let them tell me,” Hornsby
added.

TUYE NET DVY s Rirmingham grand jury caught sov.s
eral men 1n the act ot changing votes ailer a district
attorney saw what the men were doing and gathered the
jurv members. who were already meeting in the court-
Tullse!

Ferrell was among the persons indicted for the Bir-
mingham vole changes. Hornsby tesutied in the vote
fraud case but said he couldn’t identify the three men
who sought his help.

Roberts. H. B , setting.the-RBA ,

e ihaged‘ escape. Tiinfire-came-'—




Patterson eventually won by 1,404 votes of more than
382.000 cast in the runoff. He was set to testify before the
Birmingham grand jury but was killed two days before
his scheduled date on the witness stand.

Pennington immediately suspected Fuller, since Pat-
terson frequently warnes-RB#tembers 10 be wary of
the deputy sherifY. His worst ideas were confirmed when
he saw Fuller's empty pistol holster at the hospital as -
they viewed Patterson’s body.

““He walked past me and kind of grinned,” Pennington
said. “I said, ‘Albert. vou'll never get away with it He )
Jjust laughed.” i L.
*TBefore Fuller was indicted for Patterson’s murder, he ..
suffered & heart attack and was conyicted of both-elec- ~

~Hlori-fraud 4nd accepting bribes.+x-¥Y s

Fuller telephoned reporters-several times from. his
deathbed. saying he wanted to tell what really happened.
He was incoherent each time reporters arrivad -

THE YOUNG PATTERSON was elected attorney gen-

/oMl AN RLf: JEALS ldtet became governor of Alabama.
He never returned to live in Phenix City. - )

Many of the mobsters also fled Phenix City, but most of -
the local men and women who did the syndicate legwork ..
remained.

Many of the key personalities on botk sides of the Phe- :
nix City struggle are dead. Most survivers are reluctant .
to talk about the incidents that ' bhpught national”
attention to their gambling river town... \. DA

Some wounds from the cleanup battle: haveingt tyet
healed, local civic and political leaders.say.. The+1950s

" are seldom a topic within Phenix City.=4".. . " % .

“Time heals those things,” said.SherifT" Prentiss’Grif- -
fith. “T_he more time that goe;_'gas';., thobene:ngets.'..‘..




