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In the 20th century religion went through many
changes and hardships. Everything from rock and roll to
abortion had some sort of effect. In the south religion
remained very important. One reason was because of the
conservative belief's of most churches. Southerners
traditionally had strict standards so these belief's were
very appealing! Another reason people were attracted to
churches was because of all the turbulent events (Vietnam,
assassinations of JFK, Bobby Kennedy, and Martin Luther
King Jr. ). People in a time of need tend to look toward god as
a source of strength and guidance. Not surprising, one of
the churches people turned to was the Baptist church! The
Baptists had always been strong in the south. However, in
the 20th century they became very popular. As a matter
of fact the Baptists did so well that they "became the leading
denomination in the south in the early twentieth
century."l. One woman who exemplifies Southern Baptist
morals in the 20th century is Diane Collier Manous. Mrs.
Manous is a 42 year old mother of four who has spent her
whole life in the south. She credits her high moral
standards and success to Jesus Christ and the Southern
Baptist faith.2.

Mrs. Manous, whose original name was Diane Collier,
was born on June 26,1954. Her parents Dolores Estes
Collier and Ray Collier, originally lived in Columbia, South
Carolina. But because they were originally from Georgia,
they moved to Atlanta, a few months after Diane was born.
Four years later they then moved to Mableton, a suburb of
Atlanta. To this day her parents still live in Mableton.

Dianes father Ray was a middle class worker who held
many different jobs throughout his life. His side of the
family had always been Baptist, while Dolores had been a
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Methodist. As a result they were married in a Methodist
Church and Christened their children Methodist.
Methodists like Baptists were very popular in the south. In
the early 20th century "Baptists and Methodists alike
became increasingly militant about public piety, or proper
public behavior."3. So it was not surprising when her
parents changed to a Baptist Church when she was around
five years old! Diane states because the two churches were
so similar her family, "experienced no changes" 4 when they
switched. However, one must remember when talking
about Baptist Churches that each individual church is
different. The idea of the Universal Church is rejected. The
church is found in the local organization of churches."5. So
as a result the church the Colliers switched to was a middle
class, conservative Baptist Church!

In 1961 when Diane was eight years old, she accepted
Jesus Christ as her savior and was baptized!6. During this
time her family's relationship with the church increased.
Her father Ray served as a Deacon for a number of years.7.
Diane also became more aware of her churches beliefs, like
the rejection of the teaching of evolution (the origin of man
from a lower species). She believed then and now that it is
"an unproven theory."8. Like many other Christens, Diane
thought she should have been taught about Creationism
(the creation of man by god). 9. However other issues like
school prayer, Diane believes should "stay out of public
schools."10. She and many other Southern Baptists "take
their stand on the principle of separation of church and
state.

During the 1960's Americans found themselves
challenged by many radical social issues. The race issue had
an extreme effect on the south. Prior to the Civil Rights Bill
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of 1964, Jim Crow Laws were enforced throughout the
south. Though many southerners kept their traditional
view of separate but equal, some Southern Baptists were
taking radical positions. In 1954 when the Supreme Court
declared the segregation of races unconstitutional the
Southern Baptist Convention adopted a resolution. It read
partially read as:

1. That we recogninize the fact that this Supreme
Court decision is in harmony with the
Constitutional guarantee of equal freedom to all
citizens, and with the Christian principals of equal
justice and love for all men.12.

2.That we urge Christian statesmen and leaders in
our churches to use their leadership in positive
thought and planning to the end that this crisis

in our national history shall not be made the
occasion for new and bitter prejudices, but a
movement toward a united nation embodying
and proclaiming a democracy that will commend
freedom to all peoples.13.

The Colliers also took this stand. They had a colored woman
who worked for them and the church. And they also
attended supported radical equality. Diane believed "it was
not the Baptist way to segregate." Though she does admit
she remembers hearing "derogatory statements"15 by
older people, but never at her church!

At this time violence in our nation increased. Diane
remembers watching on TV., the news about the
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. She also
remembers being sent home from school when John F.
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Kennedy was shot. She describes "[feeling] sad when seeing
his children on T.V."16. She especially felt close to Carolyn
Kennedy because she was about the same age as her! As a
result of the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr. and the
growing violence in America some prominent Southern
Baptist leaders drafted "A Statement Concerning the Crisis
in our Nation." This statement was endorsed by most of the
executives and electors of state Baptist bodies. Some
considered it the "strongest statement on racism ever
adopted" 17. It read in part:

We are a nation that declares the equality and
rights of persons irrespective of race. Yet,asa
nation we have deprived millions of black
Americans, and other racial groups as well, of
equality of recognition and opportunity in the
areas of education, employment, citizenship,
housing, and worship. Worse still, as a nation,
we have condoned prejudices that have damaged
the personhood of blacks and whites alike. We
have seen a climate of racism and reactionism
develop resulting in hostility, injustice,
suspicion, faction, strife, and alarming potential
for bitterness, division, destruction, and
death.18.

The Vietnam War escalated to great proportions
during the late '60's. Diane remembers the war quite well.
She herself,"didn't believe in the War."19. She felt it was a
war "no one could win?"20. Though the issue was never
brought up in her particular church, many Southern
Baptists were against the war effort. Some believed that the
war was "politically and morally universe and should be
stopped."21. However, many older Southerners, especially




Noble 5

War Veterans felt loyal to the government and military. As
a matter of fact Diane remembers "older people looking at
the younger generation as deserters!"22. Up to this point
the United States had always had support in wars. So when
Diane describes how many young Southerners protested
over the lottery for the draft it is not surprising how older
generations felt!

In the late 1960's another group of people known as
the Hippies or flower children became controversial. Their
movement started in California and spread across America.
These people followed the philosophy of peace and love.
Diane remembers in Atlanta that they centered themselves
on 14th street near the Varsity.24. One newspaper The
Great Speckled Bird spread their message around
Atlanta.25. In Dianes church, members were quite tolerant
of the hippies. However, looking back Diane believes that
their "free love and sex ideals were wrong!"26. She is
convinced that today's problems in society were caused by
these hippies "lack of morals and their inability to pass
proper behavior to their children!"27. Diane also believes
the hippies use of drugs was wrong. However, by the early
1970's drugs weren't united to the hippies. By 1972 they
had made their way from California to the deep South! At
her particular school in Mabelton, Diane "witnessed every
type of drug used."28. Like alcohol, the church was against
drug use! Diane herself never used drugs, but saw many
friends overdose on them. She said it was a "very scary
thing to see!"29.

The early '70's also marked an increase in the belief of
sexual freedoms! Pregnancy rates were increasing for
unwed mothers. In Diane's high school, she remembers
those who became pregnant "weren't allowed to finish
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school."30. Girls who were pregnant ended up being sent
away to have their babies. Most didn't come back after to
finish. However, by the time Diane graduated, the school
allowed them to stay during their pregnancy. Diane even
described a friend who became pregnant. She said the girl
was sick all the time and "slept during class."31.

As a result of the increase in the pregnancy rate,
many young women sought out ways for birth control! In
Diane's particular church "they never discussed birth
control" 32. The church instead "discussed morals."33.
They believed abstinence until marriage was the best
way!34. However, some Baptists do believe that "God made
males and females for companionship and mutual society as
well as procreation, the restriction of sexual activity to
procreation alone is unjustifible."35. As well some Baptists
also believe "planned parenthood can be practiced and the
population explosion controlled."36. Of course those who
believe this only believe this for married couples only!

The biggest controversy having to do with birth
control though would have to be abortion. Ever since Roe
vs. Wade in 1974 abortion has been highly debated! Diane
ever believed like most Southern Baptists that "abortion
was wrong!"37. She doesn't even believe in it in rape cases,
though when she was younger she did.38. In medical cases
when an abortion is needed she is understanding.39.
Though she has never publicly protested against abortion,
to this day she is still very vocal about her belief's!

In 1971 Diane met Richard Manous. Richard too came
from Mableton. Though his family had always been
Southern Baptist, he didn't a Christian till he was 19 years
old! This was important to Diane! She said that if Richard
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hadn't "shared her belief's she probably wouldn't have
dated him."40. However Richard and Diane did share the
same religious belief's! As a result they were married on
September 3, 1972141. After the wedding they found a
little house in Mableton and started their future!

Only a few years after their marriage the Manous'
started their family. The first child born was Rachelle in
1975, followed by Stephanie in1976, Brent in 1980, and
Ryan in 1984! 2. Before she even had a child she knew she
was going to raise her children as Southern Baptist! Now
that her children are older they are still Southern Baptist.
Diane states, "It would be alright for them to change
religions, but [she] would want to discuss it with them."43.
She also believes that "They would not be as close because
they would have different belief's."44. For Diane the most
important thing is that her children "believe in God and that
they practice their belief by attending church."45.

Today Diane is a sales representative for an industrial
company.46. For a mother of 4, in her early forties she is
quite successful! She believes the Feminist Movement of
the 1970's and 1980's has "helped [her] and hurt [her]!"47.
From the time "[she] was 16 years old, [she] knew [she] was
going to be outgoing!"48. However, Diane believes that "the
reality of the world is that it's a man's world!"49. For this
reason she is accepting of things that have kept her back.
However, from a religious point of view she believes that
"Jesus was for helping women. In the bible he was the first
to help them."50. Diane also points out that the Feminist
Movement has expanded the role of women in the
church."51. But there is still a long way to go before
equality of the sexes occurs------ especially in the
conservative south!
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Another topic that was brought to light in the 1970's
and 1980's was divorce! Across America divorce has
become very common. Part of the reason is that it is more
acceptable than before. People tend to look down on it less.
Another reason is because of societies inability to deal with
its problems! Rather than trying to work through their
problems, people would rather get a divorce and go their
separate ways! In the Southern Baptist Church divorce is
accepted. Diane states,"There are many people divorced in
[her] church."52. Dianes only problem is that she believes
the church doesn't help them to much. She believes,
"Baptists don't preach out too much to them (people who
are divorced)."53.

Another issue Southern Baptists are dealing with
today is politics. Diane classifies herself as a conservative
person, but would not label herself as a Republican or
Democrat.54. She does believe that in today's politics a
person can't tell where a candidate stands.55. Because of
this she looks for candidates that represent belief's like her
own such as "strict moral issues"56. As a result she "leans
toward the Republican Party!"57. Though she does admit
that when Jimmy Carter ran in 1976 "she voted for

[him]."58.

Diane has also been influenced by many religious
figures. Like many other Southern Baptists, Billy Graham
has been a big inspiration to her. She has read many of his
books and even attended one of his crusades in Atlanta!59.
However, her true influence is Jesus Christ. Diane believes
putting any human individual on a pedestal one will be
disappointed.60. "God is the only one who won't let [her]
down."61. She also believes "God is omnipotent- all knowing
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past, present, and future!" And that he created "all men as
equals."62. So Diane puts her faith in God!

Today Diane and her family still live in Mableton. Her
children are growing up. Rachelle, the eldest was married
in 1995. Stephanie, the second child, is engaged and
attending college.63. For now she and all her children are
still Southern Baptist. Every weekend they get together
and attend church. Those are Diane's happiest times- her
family all together expressing their faith. Diane hopes one
day that her grandchildren will too attend church with her
and that they two will follow the way of Jesus Christ.64.

Like all Americans, Diane Collier Manous has seen some
turbulent times! However, through these difficult
moments, she has remained strong. One would have to
believe that her strength is partially due to her faith in God
and the support she has been given from the Southern
Baptist Church! In the future we can only hope that
organizations like the Southern Baptists will be there to
guide people in their times of need!
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1920's-

1930's-

1940's-

1950's-

1960's-

Chronology Sheet

New tecnology and modern ideas load many
Southerners to reform their churches and new
religious movements.

The Depression hits and many Southerners lose
their homes. As a result many prople blame the
effects fo the 1920's for their problems and turn
to religion for comfort.

WWII sends many son's off to war. Women try to
hold down the homefront. Southern economy
gets a boast from War production.

A decade of prosperity for the nation. Rock and
Roll starts to become popular. Many Southerners
find the music obnoxious and the dance moves
associated vulgar. As a resultmany Churches ban
the music and try to stop teenagers from dancing.
Many popular singers like Elvis Presley get
drafted into the Army in hopes of controlling
them.

The time of Peace and Love;

-Robert F. Kenndy assassinated;

-Martin Luther King Jr. brings the nations
attention to the Civil Rights movement. Result
was the Civil Rights Act of 1965 was passed. Life
in the South changes greatly with the end of
segregation! His assassination sends horror into
the nation and many riots.

-The conflict in Vietnam becomes a rising debate
among U.S. citizens. Protests occur everywhere
followed by violence like at Kent State University.
-The Hippie culture becomes popular among the
nation teenagers and young adults. Along with
the movement comes outrageous clothing, long




1970's-

1980's-

1990's-

hair, drugs, alcohol, and rock and roll. Southern
Conservatisits are horrified about this new
culture and preach against it!

Abortion bcomes legal;

-Nixon becomes the first President ever to
brought up on an possible impeachment. The
nation becomes suspicious of the Republican
Party. The result was a Democratic Canidate
nominated for President. Jimmy Carter from
Georgia, brought many Southern traditions to the
White House including a good, all-clean cut
American family image.

Carter unable to decrease inflation, loses the
1980 Presidential election to Ronald Reagan, a
strict Conservative. Southerners like him and his
Vice-President George Bush for their
Conservative political and moral belief's.
-Reagan/Bush are nominated to a second term
-In 1988 George Bush is nominated to the

Presidency. Southerners again like him because
of his belief's.

Bush is unable to control rising prices in the
economy and gets ousted from the White House
again for a Southern Democrat, Bill Clinton.

-The nation unhappy with the economy and the
government's lack of ablity to balance the budget
votes a Republican Congress and Senate.

-As rising problems occur socially and morally
people 1ooKk to strict conservatists for the answers.
Time will only tell what will happen in the next
Presidential election.




Chronology of the Life of Diane Manous
Parents married: July 11, 1953
Born: June 26, 1954 in Columbia, S.C.
To Dolores Estes Collier and Ray Collier

Moved: Atlanta, Ga. 1954

Moved: Mableton, Ga. 1958

Change to Baptist Church: 1959

Started school: Clarkdale Elemaentary 1959

New School: Mableton Elementary 1960

Baptised: 1964

Middle School: Floyd Middle School 1965

High School: South Cobb High School 1968

Graduated: 1972

Married: Richard Manous Sept. 3, 1972

Childrens Births: Rachelle Mar. 14, 1975
Stephanie Aug. 15, 1976
Brent April 15, 1980
Ryan Oct. 15, 1984

Rachelle married: April 29, 1995

Stephanie engaged: Dec. 1995
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