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PHENIX CITY, ALABAMA,

MY TOWN

by

Brent A. Jones



THE PHENIX CITY ASSASSINATION

Tales of vice and violence on the west bank of the Chattahoochee River
date as far back as Alabama's Territonal days.

1833:

1838:

1865:

1883:

1916:

1917:

1918:

FyY Y. V.9

"Sodom," a wild looking village, scattered through the edge of the
West bank of the Chattahoochee River across from Columbus,
Georgia.

Sodom's name eventually was applied to "Girard." Girard was
immediately adjacent to what would become Phenix City, Alabama.

There are newspaper accounts describing wild street shooting, with
references to fugitives from Columbus, Georgia, who crossed the
river to "whoop it up."

Civil War battle at Girard, April 16.

Brownville was founded. Brownville would later be known as Phenix

City.

May 17, twenty-three state agents converged on Girard for what was
then called the biggest liquor raid in the south.

As a result of the raid, the city marschall was convicted of accepting
bnbes from whiskey dealers, the county shenff was impeached for
"willfull neglect of duty," and the mayor and alderman resigned “by
popular demand."”

Albert Patterson who would later become Alabama Attorney General
and Agnes L. Benson were married on July 4, before Patterson left
for World War |.

Mr. Curtis A. Kinney, who served on the grand jury investigating the
Patterson murder was bomn.

L. . L a4 ' .Y L



1923:

1924

1927:

1929:

1930:

1931:

Federal agents raid six establishments in Phenix City.

One disgruntled dealer that had been closed down for violations, later
shot a deputy in the street and went unpunished.

Albert Patterson received an A.B. degree from the University of
Alabama.

Albert Patterson received a L.L.B. degree from Cumberland
University.

Albert Patterson and his family move to Phenix City.

My father, Roy Parker, moves to Phenix City from Ft. Mitchell,
Alabama and begins working in a textile factory.

A federal grand jury indictes several city officials and employees for
conspiracy to violate the Prohibition Law.

1938:The tragic collaspe of a house specializing in the "bug" (lottery)

1939:

1944:

1947:

1949:

1952:

occurs, twenty-four peaple were killed.

Albert O. Howard, current Russell County Probate Judge is bomn.
Howard was a schoolmate of Albert Patterson's son and a close
friend of Arch B. Farrell, County Solicitor at the time of the Patterson
assassination. Fermrell was indicated for the murder of Mr. Patterson.

Homer D. Cobb began is tenure as mayor of Phenix City. Cobb made
a reputation for his fight against organized prostitution. During his
tenure this vice was kept under contral.

In July, gunmen pumped eight bullets into Hoyt Shepherd's club near
Smith Station, Alabama.

Hoyt Shepherd was known as the gambling king-pin of Phenix City.

In February, Hoyt Shepherd was attacked during daylight hours by
shots fired into his car by a speeding car.

January 9, the anti-vice leader (Hugh Bentley) home is dynamited.

February 24, the Russell Betterment Assaociation attomeys offices
were set fire.




1954

1955:

May 7, Hugh Bentley, his son, and Hugh Britton were attacked at the
polls.

In the fall, Robert H. Brown (Speaker of the House-Opelika, Alabama)
home was nearly destroyed by fire.

Albert Patterson became the democratic nominee for Alabama
Attorney General. Patterson had pledged to cleanup Phenix City and
to convict locals involved in gambling.

June 18, Albert Patterson was murdered in an alley next to the
Coutler Building on Fifth Street in Phenix City.

June 19, General Joseph G. Harper declared Phenix City "off limits" to
his troops stationed at nearby Ft. Benning, Georgia.

July 22, Governor Persons declared a state of qualified martial law in
Phenix City and Russell County. 100 national guardsmen, led by
Adjutant General Walter J. "Crack" Hanna took command of the
courthouse and police station, relieving all city and county law
enforcement officers of their duties.

In September, national guardsmen supervised new municipal
elections.

Phenix City became one of the National Municipal League's "All
American Cities."




The story you are about to hear/read is true, the names are true and
have not been changed to protect the innocent.

The city, just like any old southern city. However...this city was
Phenix City, my town, my home. Childhood part of my life wasn't very
pretty, | wasn't born, but | was raised in the heart of the city. "The projects”
behind the juke joints, the honky tonks, the bars and clubs. | played along
the sidewalks, next to the fence which ran along until the end of the projecits.

As kids we knew nothing of what was going on around us, we
thought only of playing. In the summer evening we would go to the fence
and listen to the music. That music was something, we would listen and
one of us kids would start dancing and pretty soon we'd all would be a
dancing. Dancing until you hear that familiar voice of your mother calling,
and if you didn't go quick and she thought you were around there at the
fence, man, would you get a whopping.

The music was coming from the clubs, it was loud...and it was fun to
us kids and wild! | must credit my mother for sheltering me from the
knowledge of what was really going on in Phenix City in 1951, or in years
following the main character of this paper. | was completely unaware of the
historical and factual accounts of Phenix City and its story. What impacted
on me most was the fact that | was there. | was a part of this music and its
lawlessness, this corruption, this blatant disregard for law and order. The
blatant diregard for property and finally the blatant diregard for human life.

That was "Southern Style" in Phenix City, Alabama in those days.
Blacks stayed in their place in those days. The police ran things on the
black side of the fence. Corruption did filter into the black community in
ways as running liquor, playing the numbers and gambling. | remember

men that lived in the projects, had fast cars and ran bootleg liquor at night




for the white men who ran the honky tonks and bars. | remember, the
people within the projects playing the "bug," in the numbers. Playing for two
penneys, a nickel and you were sure you would hit if you played a dime. |
have limited knowledge as to how its actually played, however, | think it's
played by following the stock market numbers from the daily newspaper.
Each day the market starts with a posted nhumber and at the end of the day
that number has changed so in essence you bet on that closing number.
You guess the number you win. That's not all to the "bug," it has different

names in ather places, the "number," "number running," same game.

If other vices, came into the black community | am unaware of,
because segregation seperated whites from blacks and that little fence
drew the line. Black people had no business on the lite streets at night in
Phenix City. My father would say, "you pretty much stayed away from those
people and they stayed away from you." "You see Black people didn't have
nathing, and they knew you didn't have nothing, so they wouldn't mess with
you."

My father tells the story this way. "l knew of Patterson, back in
53..54, | knew Patterson before then, in fact | knew him in 39, that's when |
moved to Phenix City. You see he was a lawyer then; here in Phenix City
that's the way | knew him. A friend of mine use to work with him, a girl
named Johnnie Mae Walden.

"Phenix City was rough as pig iron then, that was before it got to be
"sin city," that's the reason why Patterson got killed, it had a few people, the
Davis', and the Godwin's, | can't call them all, they were "gangsters." They
were running the city, you hear tell of "bug" houses, slot machines and all

that, prostitution."




"What happened, Patterson won for the Attorney General for the state
of Alabama with the promises that he was going to cleanup Phenix City.
Those gangsters didn't want him to cleanup Phenix City, they wanted to
hold on to it. But after he won the nomination, they saw he was going to do
it, then they killed him, after they killed him the governor sent the National
guards, the National guard clean up Phenix City."

"l was a textile worker back then, | work there 29 years 7 months.
Things use to be kind of rough around here, they would put you in jail for
nothing, the gangsters just completely took over the town, the local law what
was supposed to be the law had no more authority as | did."

"They lived here in Phenix City, just took over Phenix City." Did they
have money? "Sure they had money, that's what they were doing, making
money." And they owned everything around here, everything they wanted
thay bought it or took it, they not only killed Patterson, they killed other
people too.

The Patterson murder is a cumulation of vice, violence, and the forces
which perpetuate corruption and lawlessness against the force on one man,
Albert Patterson.

There are tales of vice and violence on the west bank of the
Chattahoochee River dating as far back as Alabama's tertorial days.
Phenix City, Alabama was settled by "disreputable white men, indians and
runaway negroes" who opened a grocery and gambling house, and kept up
a almost daily...blood betting.y A reporter quoting a 1838 newspaper
account, described wild street shooting, with references to fugitives from
Columbus, Georgia who crossed the Chattahoochee River to "whoop it
up."2




The first attempt to end the vice throughout the city came in 1816. On
May 17, twenty-three state agents coverged on Phenix City for what was
then called the "biggest liquor raid ever held in the south."3 As a result of
the raid, the city marshall was convicted of accepting bribes from whiskey
dealers, the county sheriff was impeached for "willfull neglect of duty," and
the mayor and alderman resigned by popular demand."4

Many other attempts were made to curb the vice and violence in
Phenix City, however, the corruption that existed was much more
widespread than expected. Several city officials and employees including
the chief of police, his assistant, and a former police lieutenant were found
guilty of conspiracy to violate the prohibition law and indicted for these
crimes. In 1922, the impeached sheriff was re-elected to office, and the
area again became a city ruled by vice.

In the 30's John "Hoyt" Shepherd, a former cotton mill worker from
Georgia, who later gained a reputation as the gambling "kingpin" of Phenix
city, along with his partner, James "Jimmy" Matthews, C.O. "Head" Revel,
Clyde Yarborough, Godwin Davis, Sr., and others built what was perceived
as the vice empire of the forties and early fifties.s Some citizens of Phenix
City believe Hoyt Shepherd and his associates were able to plant the seed
of a vice empire because city administration at that time had become
"liberal" in order to pull the community out of debts incurred during the
depression. Phenix City's brand of "liberalism" was demonstrated in its
attitude toward liquor and gambling laws in the thirties.

By the 1950's, gambling and vice in Phenix City was a millor dollar
empire; many locals by gambling enabled the million dollar empire to thrive.
My father, Roy Parker, shared that he knew of men working at the local




textile mill, that would after receiving their weekly paycheck, loose the entire
check at honky tonk and gambling houses.

The legacy of gambling in Phenix City, occurred during my childhood.
During the heydays of notorious wickedness, | lived very near the honky
tonk and gambling houses along fourteenth street in Phenix City. The
events preceeding and following the assissination of Albert Patterson and
the eventual cleanup of corruption in the city, affected my life because of the
how close | lived to where it all happened.

The assassination of Albert Patterson, in the opinion of most
citizens of Phenix City was the result of retaliation of desperate hoodlums
who's aim was to prevent the promise of Mr. Patterson, the newly elected
Alabama Attoney General, to eliminate and clean-up any vestige of
organized crime in Phenix City. According to my father, "Patterson was gon
to clean-up the place and they knew it, so they stopped him." Ironically the
individuals involved in the city's "organzied crime" that Patterson wanted to
clean up were city officials. Individuals associated with the Patterson
assassination were Chief Deputy Shenffe, Albert Fuller, Circuit Solicitor,
Arch Ferrell and Alabama Attorney General, Silas Garrett. Albert Fuller was
convicted and sentenced to life in prison for the murder of Albert Patterson.
Sid Garrett admitted himself to a mental hospital in Galveston, Texas, he
was never convicted on murder charges becasue of legal maneuvering by
his and state attorneys. Arch Ferrell was acquitted of murder charges.

My mother use to tell us, whenever we were litlle, she would take us
walking on Sunday's over to Columbus, and window shop. Columbus, is
Columbus, Georgia, across the Chattahochee River from Phenix City. This
particular day was the day Patterson was shot. She and us kids was very

near the location. When | asked her, did you see it? What did you do? My




mother said, "you would do as any other black would do, you'd get out of
the area as fast as you could.”

My mother would say "me having three kids and in that mess, that
was white folks business, serious business, and | didn't want to get caught
upinit.”

The story goes on, "it wasn't as tough for the black men as it was with
white peoples, simply because black people didn't try to operate these
things as bad as the white people.

Immediately following the initial investigation into the killing, Governor
Pearson sent in national guards to enforce law, to crack the crime. Enter
into the stroy, General "Crack” Hanna.

General Walter "Crack" Hanna (adjutant general of Alabama).
aquired the nickname becasue his ability as a marksman with a rifle around
the sate, Hanna was bomn in Birmingham in 1901, served in the military
becoming a General with campains in World War |l and the Korean Conflict.

After retiring from the Army, Alabama Governor Persons appointed
Hanna adjutant general of Alabama national guards. A military man, hard
and fast.

Questions concerning the true guilt of all the people involved in the
murder continues to circulate in Phenix City. There seems to be an
unspoken fear associated with inquiring about the murder of Albert
Patterson. When interviewing Curtis A. Kinney, who served on the grand
jury for the Patterson murder, preferred "not to speak on the trial, you see |
served on the grand jury.” Although Mr. Kinney did not discuss the trail, he
did discuss Albert Patterson's death. From the library, Mr. Kinney showed
me were Patterson died. The courthouse, jail, library and the building Albert




Patterson's law office and where he was murdered are situated in a two

block area.




The Phenix City story has less of an impact now for today’s
generations than it did in the 50’s. Many of the people who was
directly or indirectly involved is either too old, moved on or dead. On
February 6, 1996, my father passed away at Cobb Memorial Hospital
in Phenix City, thus closing another insight into the story of the
wickedest city in America. Once the national guards replaced the
city officials and got rid of the crime and vice which had a hold on the
entire city, Phenix City went on to become a fine city, an all-American
city in 1955. My father and others saw this transformation and tried
long enough to pass on the knowledge of “sin city”. But in many
ways the Phenix City story touched a lot of peoples all over the state
of Alabama.

Albert L. Patterson for example was once a teacher here at
Jacksonville State when this university was named Jacksonville
teacher college. John Patterson the son of Albert Patterson went on
to become the Governor of Alabama in a campaign that he defeated
ten other candidates including George Wallace. The Phenix City
story also reached as far as Hollywood, in 1955, “The Phenix City

Story” was released as a movie, a highly fictionalized movie about




the account of Albert Patterson’s campaign for the office of attorney
general and John Patterson’s crusade to avenge his father’s murder.
In 1986 he was appointed to the Alabama court of criminal appeals.
When Albert Patterson was murdered | was three (3) years old, too
young to understand the significance of the murder or the extent of
crime and violence that was part of Phenix City. | heard what |
believed as stories about Phenix City for years never giving much
thought to the actual facts of the matter. In 1966, my family moved
away from Phenix City but every summer when | was out of school, |
would return to Phenix City. | still had relatives there and every now
and then the story would come up again.

The facts of the story wasn’t revealed until | was given the
assignment of interviewing a person of the south and give a historical
account of the life in and of the south. In my search | have found
how much this story has affected not only my personal life but also
the life of my mother, father, sister, brother and so many other

people of Phoenix City and other parts of Alabama and the south in

general.



Yes the music coming from the other side of the fence was
something else, it was wild. | often wondered who was playing the

music, it took a long time to find out, now | know.
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Albert L. Patterson, Democratic
nominee for Alabama attorney gen:
eral who won his race on an anti-
crime platform, was assassifated
Jast night in Phenix City just a
day after he said he knew he had

“only a looto-one chance of being
sworn in . . .,

The Sgyear old lltorney.ma
talk berdre t.he Mcn s Club o( the
Phenix City "First Methodist
Church.

A’ few days eaftlier, he told How-
ard Pennington, president of. the

_“They've put In for me. There's|
nothing you can do about it. But |
if they do get me, don't let them
get away with it.”’ .
+ Wouldn’t Take Pistol

Hugh Bentley, an RBA director
whose- home was dynamited-Jan.
9, 1952, while his family was asleep
inside, said last night that he had}
offered Patterson a pistol for his
protection but that he had refused,
saying:

*1f they kill.me,. it will b om
ambush, probably as I driye in my
yard at home or {rdm behind some
bush. 1 wouldn't have any way to
defend myself and I don’t see any
necessity of carrying a pistol.”

Patterson, attorney for the antl-
vice RBA since its inception In
1951, apparently was sitting in his
car, parked in an alley at the side )
of the Coulter Building, which S : : )
houses his offices, when his as- .. o : . ] : : B ’

CROWD CONGREGATES IN EARLY-MORNING HOUR.TO VIEW SCENE OF PATTERSON A

snssiAn purppcd at least two bul- . .
lets into him. Shooting. Occurred_In_Alley Next.To Coulter Building On Fifth Avenue Where Patterson

Rullet Hole Found
A bullet hole was found in the . . °
rlass of the front door on the right 7 . J D e c .
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Action Taken
On Request

| . _All of Phenix City this afternoon was placed off
[ Timits to military personnel by Maj. Gen. Joseph H.
Harper. The action came at the request of Alablma
~—Gov. Gordof Persons.’
Gen. Harper stated:
“In response to a request received this morning
from Governor Persons of Alabama, the city of Phenix
| City. has been placed off limits to all For(- Benning
personnel immediately. For-those-who are-bons;{idamar— -
" residents of Phenix City ai cepl on will_be made

41_111 p"uu-"_, T M g -,
e

City are- Jireeled to remain jn the immedmte vicinity
of thelr residences except while enroute to and from
Ft. Benning.

“This announcement hns lhe e[tect of- 2 nuhlary

-,r; 3;—

A Hopes’taun earlm ihe ALL. Rati$Tson asiase o .
sin were dim this morning as state and county investiga- -
tors were unable to come up with any substantial clues or
idenuflcauon
* Chief Deputy Sheriff Albert Fuller- said- early toda
“‘G;ny”bnel wld(rfess has111 be& u‘::uoned in connection wit
the gangland.style killing o abama's tiorn, (I3
elecHasgtmgh‘t;‘{ T ""’E’ Anpe?nconﬁ: ur:r%r: t&%ﬂwﬂ
i tn 2 To0k. 2 CTop, up_last night s .
%&r‘:ﬁ:ﬁ of seeing & T | ot ammchins wers: semibved- fromessioie
wdga_cales -within_ 15 _minutes
after- the slaying. The Joints,
which have had practically wide-
";;h:en)ydherduolmmdthh Jor the_past_few
Ing was a footprint some 60| weeks, till going strong at
yards from the spot where Patter-| (See I'NVESTIGATION Page 8)
son wad'shot to death, Fuller said
a. plaster of Parls cast will be

‘Mmade on the footprint for further 4
- Solon Found
by Morris Norris .

TOUR TO VIEW SCENE OF PATTERSON ASSASSINATION e Matiars State Tox-

2r Building On Fifth Avenue Where Patterson Had Offices * |pleted an autopsy on Patterson's Sh . . :
body about 4:20 a.m., refused tof- 0 I" .
divulge any information. *‘You'll

d Primary Seen to Name|SiEse: 5 G-t

Ferrell, had no further comment C. Hunt (D-Wyo) was found shot

placement for Patterson "“""‘s,,l"‘“;.,mm R S

At Casualty Hospital, to which he
was taken, his condition was re.
(Seo Other_Slorles Plclnrel, .. |ported “‘serlous. if not critical.”
.89 Dr. George W. Calver, the phy.
sician to Congress, authorized a
and several state investigators. Re-|3tatement that liunt was found

t were not permitted to|wounded “and removed to the
T :ronrt::. " pe hospital. An office aide found him

ing from.the murder - scene just
after four or five shots were fired.

v caused by the Phenix| s

assination  last night of | f— - ~

tlerson, who was Demo-| -

minee for atlorney gener-| §+:

narna, can be filled either nm

't primary or hy vote of
Demarratic Fxecutivel
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Albert L. Pattgrson, Democratle
nominee for Alabama attorney gen.
cral who won his race on an anti-
crime platform, was assassinated
last night in Phenix City just a
day after he said he knew he had
“only a 100-to-one chance of being
sworn in , . . "

'rhesa_-‘y_c_ar-old attorney ‘made].

talk befdre the Men's Club of the

Phenix City "First Methodist

Churcb.

A few days earlier, he told How-
ard Pennington, president of the
y've put in for me. There's
nothing you can do about it. But|
if they do get me, don't let them
get away with it.” . .
« Wouldn't Take Pistol
Ilugh Bentley, an RBA director
whose home was dynamited-Jan.
9, 1952, while his (amily was asleep
inside, said last night that he had
offered Patterson a pistol for his
protection but that he had refused,
saying:

———1f they kill me v
ambush, probably as I driye in my
yard at home or {rdm behind some
bush. I wouldn't have any way to
defend myself and I don't see any
necessity of carrying a pistol.”

Patterson, attorney for the antl-
vice RBA since its Inception In
1951, apparently was sitting in his
car, parked in an alley at the side
of the Coulter Building, which
houses his offices, when his as-
sassin pumped ‘at least two bul-
Jets into him.

Rullet Hole Found

A bullet hole was found in the
glass of the front door on the right
side. His walking cane, - closely
jdentified- with Patterson In every
day life, was on the rear floor

board.

CROWD CONGREGATES IN EARLY-MORNING HOUR TO VIEW SCENE OF PA;I;TERSON A
_ . Shooting Occurred In Alley Next To Coulter Building On Fifth Avenue Where Patterson |

B 2nd Primary Seer

He was shot twice In the mouth
at close range. Powder burns were

W Replacement for |

found on his upper lip and nose.
The weapon, believed to have beenp
a revolver since no emply shells
were found (an automatic would
have ejected the shells), was
thought to have been a .25 or 32
caliber. T

One bullet flattened against his
Jower front teeth and another one
passed into the roof of his mouth,
“A_doctor who made a pretiminary
examination said he vea u
was the slug that caused death.

Lid of Secrecy’ L

One source said four or five bul-
Jets entered Pattersen's body but
this .could nok be determined as a
1id BT-3QLery wa rTped-aow
{ollowing an autopsy by Alabama’s
_assistant toxicologist W. Lﬁwgﬂ

The . shooting ocevr L
p.m. next to the Filth Avenue

oftice building. After being mortal-
Iv wounded, Patterson staggered
ahout 25 feet to the sidewalk and
laid down in [ront of Seymour's
l.adies Ready-to-Wear shop. wit-
nesses, who lound him lying face-
down, emphasized that he did not
fall but sank down to the pave-
ment. They sald he evidently tried
_(Please See SLAYING, Page 8)

Today's
Birthdavs

Tehrip-meeting 0

SRE |- Vacancy caused by the Phenix

-—-a8sassination--last—night—of
. Patterson, who was Demo-

k | cratic nominee for attorney gener-

al-of Alabara, can be filled either

by &nolk&F primmary or by vote of | ..
he—Sta 3 ocratt > ]

chairman_of the State Democratic
Execufive Commiltee, sald this
morning that he belleves ‘the
people” will want another primary

election-because-of -the-“‘ramifica-| {

tions'" of Pattérson's death.

“It's tragle,”” Ray said of the];

shooting of Patterson.

= —=-‘Sofe For Years™

“That Phenix City business ought
to"be cleanéd” out,™-Ray told Tha
Dedger—"It's —been ~n-sore—for-
years."' )

“I think this is the time lo do
It,” he added.

Ray emphasized that he was not
speaking (o1 the Executive Com-
mittee, which, he pointed out, will
decide how to fill the vacancy
caused by the assassination of Pat.
terson,

He said he will not push for

pg—olthe €

-

oting that_Alabama, Deata'
ave until 30 days prior to the No-
vember general election to certify

a new candidate for attornv

general.




Mt Albert Fuller he was
_.1o_get info a car at _the opposite

?’z

i huﬂn;lntheemmhousentMont-
lm :

dently had no‘ Interest in"the hear-|
ln( other than. that of a- lpecuux

5 'OPEN HOUSE, A PREMONlTlON oA L. Patterson made a statement during thls
.. picture, snapped at an-dpen house honoring his victory; Which indicated hes
he might be assassinated. While the photographer was snapping the picture,
son commented: “This week, they shoot at me with cameras; next week, they'll shoot -

' at me with bullets.” Others shown here’ are, left to right, Charhe Gunter,
Gordon Pennington, Patterson, the Rev. R.'K. Jones,

from the area.

Slayin

(Continned (rom Pue 1)

T because he didn't remain there for

the entire session.
" “Sure Wish I Knew"

When told that his fathet appar-

ently- had ts

to say something but could not-be
“tinderstood:

- Phenix City.police.received_their| ot b

first call on the shooting at 9:09

hospﬂal About 2'15 a.m. today with

rell and the autopsy got under way |
about 2:30 a.rh.
L. Gibson, a cook at Smit.
~onmr~Pittr=venve;—to!

Russell County Chief Deputy Sher-

end of the alley from where Pat.
terson’s car was parked when-he
beard four or five shots.
S8aw Man Running

He said he saw. a man run from
the alley between the Elite Cafe,
and the Seymour shop in front o
which_the_victim. was found,- —

Gibson told police it. was a white

“wearing u Tight]

on..a-light-colr

T

the man was about five feet, eight

inches tall and appeared -to weigh
about 150 to 160 pounds.

Phenix City police under Chief
Pal M, Daniel and Russell County
Sheriff H. Ralph Mathews and his
deputies were assisted in their in.
vestigatlon last night by Alabama

* John Patterson, son nnd lav part-|
ber of the attorney general-elect,
said- that his father had -been to
Montgomery yesterday and was in
the habit of stopping-by- his, office

open _his_mail hefors_.going
‘son said last night waj the
me in three months that he
pot mct his father .at hls ol

At lhe emergency room “of the|

bocplhl last - night, Associated

Rq:mw' Rex 'rhomu said
bo\tt

E;’?‘

Ky

il
| T WahChim,-real-bad:"————

didn't lvumt him" to" be attorney
era
f]. 'Tilet. 2. mantried to_tomfort}

threats out of the ordini " -but
that *it's’ common know, e

X otf claimed {t had-the &

be understood as hé lay in-a pool
lood—on—t

Patl.rson rephed- “1 sure. wish’ I

attorney. general nomination .in,.a
run-off. el W

D ti
Ma\mce Patterson_of _ Columbus,
came in, walked up to-her, piit an
8round hac.asdawept. -
hn ' Patterson, a (ormer Army
major, said grimly:

Mrs, Patterson told Chief Daniel
at- the- hospital—shortly -after - the
body was brought in:

“You krow as well as 1 they

John' Patlerson—By telling him that
“the ~ le -of
n ”

- “It's too late now "

The victim's law-partner son sald
in qulet determined tones:

- 1 feel that the reasons behlnd
this are that he was fighting or-
ganized crime in the state of Ala-
bama nnd‘part.lcularly in Phenix
City and that myself, the- aiti-]
zens and the organization bl
'him.will_continue

organized crime more .re-enﬂeudy--

than ever.”

g Common Kuwledge .
At the Patterson home, 1302
Pine Circle, a spokesman sald Pat-
terson had 'not recelved “any

several men hava threatened ‘to
kill him
In the bltter ran-off race for at-
torney gdgeneral -June 1, Patterson|
“gambling|
and lawlusness in Phenix City.
Both he and QGadsden Attorney,
Lee Porter his opponent in the run.

he—sidewalk;—Johr| votes—when—recapitulation—sheets

1 = :

el Pauersons marﬂn over Por
was ‘only 854 votes nfter the 600-|:

.x'ote.correctioo—l

er son.

. [at dawn. -

2 RBA Presldesit’ t
ﬂkf}’i[ eiliam e Penninxton but. some of them.

Noel Baker, -

anq Hugh Bentley, supporters ..

terson was not badked by the crim-
inal eloment.”
The Patterson- Porter race is the

ter’s toul was given 800 additional

atter- .

subject of a vote Traud investiga.|,
t_couldn’t | tion ham,_where . Por,|

PATTERSON INSPECTS ARSON DAMAGE

- Law Office. Violate

were changed. The _official result

rson.charged durlnz the re-
‘cent ca paign that Phenix. City
mobsters had.raised a large sum
to defeat_him. His olfice here was
burned two years ago and the fire
laze was set
deliberately. .
| Patterson had. been_nomlnated to
[succeed Attorney General Si Gar-
rett, who actively supported Poner
in lhe run-off,

»l“ vesu atlo'n-

-

‘Another report whlch laﬂed to
materlal!ze said that a group of
citizeris wm‘ ‘attempting to form
a “vigilante” committe. of al-
thousand: men to police the city.

Reports on how many bullets|’

3truck’ Patterson” were confllcting. |’
ho—attended—the

topsy, said one- rWas
in his- braln,, ancther “in’ the -lefi

" lside, and. afiother !rlcturcd Pat.
terson’s len arm,

A spokesman !or Colonlal Fu-

neral Home, at first.said five slugs
lwerd_found_{n_the body, but-sald|

later Attorney ‘General Si Garrett
called them and advised them to
release o, inrormation. Garrett

“opponent,

Lee Porter, ln the attorney gen
eral’s race..

Twelve Shle Patrol. Cars . were

to the people of Alabo.ma that Pat-

-night:-
*“This should ceria;nly iMlclte served uleep in a patrol car be-
hind the Courthouse thls morning

arm

WASH!N
Joscph R. McCarthy's demand that
Sen. Stuart Symington step down
from ilie .special. committee inves-
tigating® the Cohn-Schimt antics
wilh the Afihy is merely the lat-
est in a long line.of hcadline-grab-
bing tactics. :

he junior senator from Wlscon-
sin_ has. now tangled Wwith™ every
member_of_the_committee except

| Sen. Everett M. Dirksen of “Illi-

‘Onovf-the thlngs Senator Mc-
Carthydoes best is employ diver-|
slons ‘ to wreck the - proceedings.

Let & train of thought get started
h!.ghballing. headed in a direction

- Solon

- (Conunued from Pngg_}) e D .|

Mulumﬁ:-m“-!_be:lt_nﬁz
in World War I as a lieutenant.- He

now is n major in the Reserve
Corps.. After posgraduate, study
at Northwestern University he re-
sumed destal practice,

- Hunt- e;tf_red _politics i’ 'SI::G

ng™-

serving: the"’Wynm!v pated
Wyoming Secretary of State from
1934 to 142, when he was elgrted|:
governor. He was re-elected ° gov-

man of the Govemon Conference
in 1948,
He served as president of both

the ling _State' Dental_Socte-

comitilttees and of the special sen.

ate small business committee.
. t

d on Feb. 24, 1952

ful Thrasts

at-1s--going de-de
cause no pood and McCarthy
almost stre to switch it off on
sidetrack or scnsauonnlly flag
down .

“The “Yosult~ts~ that....thg, _Speci:
committee under’Sen. Karl Mune
now has.before it a dozen or mo:
major unsubstantiated charge
threats not carried out and gene:
al confusion, It has swelled th
|commitice record and strunl.ﬂ.m

Ll A 3 [

~The first move of lhls kind cam
on the day- the hearings opene
when Senator McCarthy charge
the whole case was a plot cooke
up under tiie direction ol Assistar
Defense Sccretary Struve Hense
To muddy it up further, the sen:

.|tor charged that Mr. Hensel ha

possibly violated the law in sellin

|ship--supplies -to~ the governmer.

during -the war, “while he was Ut

dersccrefary of the Navy. . —
+ The committce handled that on
by ,dropping the chardes agains

Mr. Hensel and dfsmissing him a
& principal in the investigation
Senator McCarthy let him go, bu
he was able to use this side issu

éffectively as a means to dismis
his own man, Francis Carr.

In an effort to discredit the testi

mopy of Maj-Gen. Miles Reber
lon_ the_ high-pressuring .byg_Ro
Cohn to get Dave Schine an Arm:
Jcommission,
fhy tried to bring In inference:
that. the general's brother, Samue

Senator MecCar

to:Boa of Dental |Reber, had been forced to resig
- m"Wg'?amMn pe%“mr‘ro from_(TE" State Department as 1

after the shooting, about 9. p.m.,|1928 security risk..
left early thix| Bunt is l.member -of ‘the_ Sexr The Incident of the now-famdus
%-page_letter_fram FBI Di

rector J. Edgar Hopver, on sub
version at Fort Monmouth, N. J.
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\ BRUKEN LINE SHOWS WHERE PATTERSON WALKED FROM AUTO TO. SIDEWALK A
A Democnﬂc Nomlnee Eor AttOmey Ge

HOUGH MOR \LLY _wo
neul Stmggled From Cl Parked At R,lght, And Walked Aboul 25 Feet T
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' j i 'ALLY _WOUNDED: BY TWO BULLETS IN HEI_\_D mom-ASSAssm's PXSTOL.
om Cat, Parked At nght, Antl Walked" About '25 Feet T sia lEl ‘Front Of SeymouuDren Shop- Ber're He Died N
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HOODLUMS ATTACKED ASSOCIAT
Photo: General
i}

P

LENCE ERUPTED AGAINST PATTERSON'S RBA ON MAY 7, 1952, AS
: Hugh Bentley, His Son Hughbo, Hugh Britton, Show Marks of Violence After Being Beaten by Hoodlums; Right

e
R s e .
i S e A
5%

SRR
vt i




E COLUMBUS, GA,, LEDG:R, SATS JUNE 19, 13547,

e _— e T
AY 7, 1952, AS HOODLUMS ATTACKED ASSOCIATON.LEADERS DURING ELECTION. OUTSIDE- BOX FIVE.
fter Bemg Beaten by Hoodlums; Rizht Photo: General - View of Fight.! chneLOnlyJFgw_Y-rlerom-SwLWbere—Pal(erson—Shol to Death,—-
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In: Assassination - | _» &%ﬁﬁﬁhﬂﬂﬁ

uly _IF November of 1946, Shepherd [and vo__:a& figure.-

. ﬁlcamm.go ?zn!unr uv:un!
was nnﬂ.:& of a muider charge |- :a brother, n_.n&.z. .m__oorﬂ =

on grounds of self-defense. __

i Russell County Sherit! H. -E-._. News_of 2.2_..2 crime. _xn::n - | shooting of Fayette V (Fate)

H him,»| Mathews.-Jr. today persemally |thédateline *“Phenix: City, Ala.”

herd's" »E.:.Qu ._ESN the mur-

-~ -lbern, & Oe_EsuE li
1hits the nation's- headliness———- quor ._n-_nw vo:. in 8:&&3‘ ] m:ooru

5. | mation leading te the éaptare of “ummﬂggBES_.

ive the| A. L. Pullersoa’s assassin..

rence during recent years: as'civic-

$12,000 fiFe, »§ _
minded _citizens. waged an all-out

legislator and his wife were almost

.::o. uMa - The sherifl’s reward was added |fight against Phenix City vice.
lose .M to a $100 reward offered by a | A. L. Pattecion, attorney-general

been af caller, who preferred ts remaln [Mominate of’ Alabama, .

. |trapped In the 1 a.m. blaze. g bt

escaped by a window. 2
- Investigators said an inflam.

mable. material was poured on the

. -Ipaigned -.on .a “cleanu 38 ix
anonymeus, last night. 1R Ak front vs.n_. of the six-room rame

: orm, had been a victim |
main in ._.vo@-:«—.ig!-g City™ platl

f viol - 2s8ass| 4
o i .o d vo oro be tﬂu - m _no nz& Floyd Mann of Ope- | T8
52 c_m _!:__:n i

~ | : i = '..1,\. 1 8: was.d.ou.. gvgs 2ttor-
__ tpecial bank accemal” ney's offices, sprinkled It with ofl,
-R.Sn...onn.d >“_n=_8aa_u.

Ea voEvSn % wounne S g?o E.x_ Iro.
cﬂ::__o in ‘Patterson’s -office. . |

“I believe if- we solve either one | QX
2 these cases,” said’ Mann, “we|

s Garrett. . [T wdi

!.::.&905«8-:9..3 They
all’ seem to [all Inta_a pattern.”
~On June 15, 1953, the Alabama
Supreme, Court _cleared Zn:.nﬂ-

HE.:Q. that month, -prowlers

ofe" QE:% e

E.ug gg:ﬁ«ﬂ&?
i State Democratie: Committee last
ind out|week,: Eom.onﬁ.asn.otuug

Te-Vot-1-

of .the_impeachment _ charges of
s_Eﬁ neglect of duty.

" Nok all- Phenie City.violenze-has-
boon directed at -uz $3 crusad-

:84 ms»vwna n:on& o:?c.._..n

 This- was -vo:._’uza_. c_a,_a.
9529_8858 - Faoﬁ%uu::n:niu:a.woa

ley’s home Jan, 9, 1952. The n..: L.

prominerit Russell County

*[vice
tee certified m.&pa.uou ay the state |
nducted 1:8« by: 84 voten, . lm: The bombing remains E..o?a

Se have been offered.
E been- fraudulently ag& !a violence.,

cal figure, has been the F..uo..i
‘several ambushes,—— ~———}|
* In July of 1947, gunmen E:-_v&
eight bullets’ into “Shepherd’s club
coupe near Smiths ‘Sation. Three

~——talthough-rewards totaling over §3;-
~Later in 1952, Enow nabﬂ saw

6 Fequested - that f?lgﬁrlnxiuwl-. May—7—election—in

rt votes.

% ...A‘.w.ﬂ.toamzonw 3

Sellers.

tery. -

Dgggso

[of the slugs Eﬂmuavwﬂqr% .
ly wounding him. :

In' February of 1949; Shepherd |
was—attacked - ;oguér
i..ﬁmdao,ﬂ.,%\wﬂ Phenlx City's ||
Flve Points. when occupants of
a speeding car bearing a Georgia
Hag fired a:blast of shots Into Shep- |
herd’s slow- Bnin_“ automobile,~—
. Shepherd:credited » vE:—rF.c.!
! wo&‘lE.BEua.En shot to miss

aaou"-oo how'In the ra:s
9_82_.:5 Shpeherd said.” -
~Around Christmas of 1949, prowh-| -
rs were chased from Shpeherd's|
Rnww ::E&onu.ll}[.

tee ' reduce - his’ SE v« :81 800} Phenik City, Bentley, his son, and
Hugh Britton, nuo:.nn ww.» _ouao__.

1«34!.. 7 dger|
..nvo:a_.-l.w-n Jenkins” and. Tom
E&Etﬁv&:ﬁ
X ww.» leaders’ and reporters -and
» = of:‘the laf Bentléy and. Britton” bloody.

..,—.E-&ﬁsas...a.-éig

=T

Roberts \m d:i.u of Opelika,
speaker.af the Alabama House of
it | Representatives, was the Sn::. &

ucmEM zs ;.anmcz oE.._nm .Eocnwa nw

Q:.u w»._.u .... TR

..ﬁ_{,tuw_}z!a. ms.__%a_.zz. Seen F:F.w Alley*(In wzrﬂoﬁe S




JINST i‘ﬁ’nvrcn ORGANIZATION LEADER ON JAN 9, 1952. : B
Bentley Home Torn “Asunder by Dynamite. nght Photo: Go‘v;”Pernns‘Probes Rmns._,_.- -
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Page 1) - -
hum of Tow
isionally to’ a
ne spoke out

ungest of the

ander Clty 'Ala.. not far from New
Site, where her hushband was born
and spent his early years,

“We didn’'t meet until we were
both grown. He lived not far

away. but dlstances meant ‘more,
i

Alabama-Must Avenge |
Murder of Patterson - -

and Agnes Louise Benson were
married on July 14, 1917, shortly |
before he- left for Europe wnh the

s, Jack—15-1 ithe miirder w h cxty:pcrpé- =

by ~black Infantry, ToTi trated by orgamzed evxl Mr;: Patterson from recent .evi- -

r §oq.m ack-| During that war," he was shot in dences kne o WD had told ans===

kc'?%med hich left h"z other— "They've put in for-me.” He _--

veek, t.O_ take French governmcnt awarded,,,hlm had_tol -, re—W kmpbke that he

entral—Highthe Croix de Guerre.” had but one chance of- a-hu—ared of ev?f—bexng sworn_in

I"high school| ~ 2)). durlng—&ek—mmké—ﬁk-mwnmm :
- v 2 Mrs. PatterSon:wasJSkeet;tfher Add fhe

isidered it a| husband. She was Skeet™ 1o Their, e“a*m"sPhem-ﬁmas&natlon—palpably was__.__.’

Aaybe he can
Tuesday and
n decide lat-

is way down
he had spent
pital bedside
operated on
or a spinal
lest son, 33,
ice where he

)t lhe lulure
lhought of

m 8 running

| office of at-

said:

be afraid;-1}

ither in that

ras “alone—at]
ept for the
‘ment apart-{
ien a tele-
a cafe near
ces, and an

‘‘someone
nk it's” Mr.

le
she called

s and asked|

is wnf% kmneﬂ

tbys; and Jackson Bénson (Jack)

ntown uw
its Een_e'
We lurrfeg
owed i.to

her side at
1 only,2did
to tears. .

t midnight.

lked "—E'a'lﬁiﬁ

(Conllnued from Pagel) .. -
not—preparéa‘ to’ erjtertaln—for—one-moment-any—theory that—

children, too, and to other mem-
bers of the family. .
* The Patterson's eldest chlld a
daughter, Maxine, died. in child-
hood. The next child, John, was
born whjle Pattérson was teach-
ing school, before ‘he decided .to.
return to college and’ entered lhe
University of Alabama.

Was. Once Teacher
" Pall.erson s first colleg_ '

there. Evidence introduced in the State Democratic sub-
committee investigating alleged “fraud. in the ptimary .of

has. prevailed. He audacity. ¢f “organized gamblers op-

constituted law enforcement representatives has been- a
smelly ‘and ominous.omen of murder. Prostxtutlon petty -
racketeering, lottery operations—which were so recently )
condemned by the Russell Cauntx Bg;t._xs_t Assocxatxon—-

are the stench hera wmn

Teachers College. thgn.came
World War—~! - :
pge for & degree
He received his ‘A.B. degree in
1924 from Alabarna; where he was
elected to Phi Beta Kappa. The
next.year he ‘entered law school
tat Cumberland University; Leba-
non, Tenn., and received his L.L. B
in.1927.

—Puring the next two years-eald
Mrs. Patterson, he -practiced first
in Opelika,-then in- Alexander City.:
In 1929, the Pattersons moved, to
Phenix City.

-Mauriee’ Woodrow 25‘ the
ond ‘son, was born in Alexander
City. Like his father "he is a
graduate of the University of Ala-
bama, and now is with Sears-Roe-
buck in the Columbus store.
Samuel Brewer. 23 the lhlrd

15, will be a junior at Central nglz
next year.

trust.

%ezgood—people-o henrrcrty—‘tﬁe‘mrwhelmmg

iey cannot clean-up open slot
machines and open ‘dice tables, and if no -more thati one
half of:the things are true that have. come before the -
primary fraud committee and have been deplored by min.
isters, the local authorities ‘are rec cipients of a_misplaced
They are incompetent, or-worse. How ¢an they be
depended-upon now that-an‘elected representative of .all.- -

-Vigilante'1 law is deplorable But even more deplorable

olis' the necessity for it. There will be a necessity unless_

'[the :State acts: Martial law is deplorable.” It has been Sugs
gested. We favor martial law in'this situation,-but this is - )
not-enough: Let martial law be declared
the State move.in with &ll of the power at _its comman
not only to investigafe the cruel murder of Albert L. Pa
[terson butto find- out why, with no equivocation per.""“""
mltfed the legally constituted local authormes ‘have allows-
a <37 Y yG - = thomghm
: ousecleaning is in order. ‘There. sh*ld‘Bé some: resigna- .
tions;-offered in shanre and remorse, But, they must not
be. expected Let the State'now move in. This murder is a

and then let

28 > ‘Jmnhi

May 4 bear out_that an open, cynical sort of Yawlessness.. .

erating openly under the nose, or-before the eyes, of legally ~

oi.the.people.oi_AlabamaJms.heebelown down by_plstol.__._

fire?

t-—-u-—»- :

m two children, Albert L. Pat
ferson, III, four a;_ld a hall and
Barbara, one yéar .~ i
One .of Patterson's four sléterr

told how her brother grew up onl:

‘His fnother, now. 88 lives wm;"' '

up in Alex

Mrs’ F. B, Saltsman of LaGrange,

A TaF-
seven children of Delona. And Mary
Sorrell Patterron. .

another daughter, Mrs. W: R. Ham- o
l_by. in'Dadeville.
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