Gift and Release Agreement:

we _Wille B.Oobb | andGrQ/‘wﬂéﬂ C/qu_b

(Interviewee, print) (Interviewer, print)

do hereby give and grant to Jacksonville State University, all
literary and property rights, title, and interest which we may
possess to the audio or video recordlng(s) and transcript(s) of the

interview(s) conducted at X §0 Ve,
on the date(s) of for the oral history
collection being compiled by the Jacksonville State University

Library.
(Wl A, Lot
(Interviewee’s signature)

Address &F&§5O (’;g/a,aﬁ[g(o(iol?d- Date 3//5‘/94

/4;V7a;¥%vcl /Q/y

Phone

/7;%/1

“ {Interviewer’s signature)

Address ¥ )94 M/@COC/&O@/CO FOC”OI Date 3//(9/ 9@
Avoniiton AL 3007

Phone &B(O (053471




Interviewee Background Information

Name: M];//,; B. Colb

Address: gz90 (heccelorcs Rd. Aaatot AL
Phone Number(s): —_— -

Approximate age or date of birth:

Mother’s name: J,o i/, e, H Love
Father’s name: P, , Kk Lpve

Places 1ived and when: pjsppofoccd Veilew [920°5 Fo /955 —

19 40’s 2o Heseund. %/a(gmiaﬁ_émnﬁib /954 =G4

Education: B.s.3SiL — /9454
. =) ~ Aaburn -~ 194 20
Religion: pD,ptectsnl
Business, political and social memberships (past and present):

ALY NEO

Present occupation: 37 2-4/,c~d
Former occupation(s): Zescpher -L/em. ¢ Middle Schools

Special skills: _Crocheting Y (Fuilt i wvg
Major Accomplishments: J ' J

Local events in which you have participated:

State and/or regional events in which you have participated:

National events in which you have participated:

International events in which you have participated:

Natural born U.S. citizen?(Yes/)No
Naturalized Citizen: Yes/No Date:
Country from which you emigrated:

Documents, photographs, and artifacts which are in your possession:

P

Individuals you recommend who might be candidates for an oral
history interview:

Additional information:
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Mrs.Willie Betty Cobb's Life

January 10, 1927
1933

1944

April 1, 1944
April 1944

April 4, 1945
February 1946
January 27, 1947
November 10, 1948
1952

1956

1956-1964
1964-1987

1987

Born in Choccolocco, Alabama
Attended school at Pleasant Ridge
Graduated from White Plains High
Married Eston Raymond Cobb

Husband drafted for World War II
Son, Gary Cobb, born

Husband discharged from World War II
Son, Harmon Cobb, born

Daughter, Peggy Cobb, born

Began college at Jacksonville State
Graduated from Jacksonville State
Taught at Tallapoosa Elementary
Taught at Oxford Middle School

Retired




Historical Chronology Sheet!lr?2

1920

1920

1920

1922

1925

1925

1927

1929
1930's
1933
1940's

1940's

1941-1945

1945

1945
1947

1950's

1950

1950-1953

U.S. Census showed that, for the
first time, the majority of
Americans lived in urban areas

U.S. Senate rejected American
participation in the League of
Nations

The 18th and 19th Ammendments became
law

Government raised tariffs to the highest
level ever

Scops Trial upheld a state's right
to ban the teaching of evolution

Golden Age of Radio Broadcasting began

Charles Lindbergh made the first
solo flight across the Atlantic Ocean

Stock Market crashed

r Great Depression

Roosevelt began the New Deal

Rise in political conservatism
Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville became
a center of rocket and spacecraft
research

World War II

U.S. airplane dropped the first atomic
bomb used in warfare

U.S. became a charter member of the U.N.
Truman announced the Truman Doctrine

Television became part of most
American homes

Joseph McCarthy shared that Communists
had infiltrated the Federal Government

U.S. fought in Korean War




1954

1955

1956

1957

1960

1961

1962

1964

1965

1965

1969

1973

1974

1975

Supreme Court ruled compulsory
segregation in public schools
unconstitutional

Martin Luther King, Jr. began
organizing a movement to protest
discrimination against blacks

Supreme Court ordered Montgomery
to desegregate public bus system

The Soviet Union launched Sputnik I

George C. Marshall Space Flight Center
was established in Huntsville

Alan Shepard, Jr. became the first
American in space

Sovet Union removed missles from Cuba

Congress passed important civil
rights laws

American combat troops entered Vietnam
War

Selma March

Neil Armstrong became the first
person to step foot on the moon

U.S. removed last of ground troops
from Vietnam

Richard Nixon became first American
President to resign from office

Vietnam War ended

{
h}The World Book Encyclopedia. 1989 ed., s.v} Alabama

History

2

The World Book Encyclopedia. 1989 ed., s.v. "United

States History"
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Mrs. Willie Betty Cobb was born January 10, 1927,
in Choccolocco, Alabama. The Choccolocco community was
a farming community made up of "hard working farming people
with a fair number of children in the family." There was
one church, one elementary school, a community store, and
a family store that "kept soap, matches, jar 1lids, etc.
in their house to sell to the community."

Mrs. Cobb's father was a farmer and owned eighty acres
of farmland. He rented forty acres of this land to share-
croppers.‘ Her father furnished the renters with a house,
mules, farm equipment, seeds, and fertilizer. 1In return,
the renters "shared their crops at a rate called thirds and
fourths. Since they raised mainly cotton and corn, the
renters were to pay a third of one and a fourth of the other"
to her father. The renters "were hard workers and good
farmers, yet they were never able to raise enough crops to
carry them from one year until the next. They were continually
borrowing money to carry them through until fall when the
next crop would be sold. The sharecroppers usually did not
stay long, but "there was no problem finding other tenants
because the land in the valley was good."

In addition to the renters, Mrs. Cobb's father also farmed
the other forty acres. Mrs. Cobb and her siblings were
involved in the work required to run the farm. Mrs. Cobb's

chores were to "feed shelled corn to the chickens, gather the
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eggs, bring in wood for the cook stove, and milk a cow."
She also helped her mother with the housekeeping.

Mrs. Cobb lived in a house with "three rooms on each
side with an enclosed hall through the center." The house
was built in 1912, from pine trees grown in the valley.
The ceilings were high, and the roof was pointed and made
of tin." There were three fireplaces in various rooms, plus
the kitchen stove that was used for heating and cooking.
Two-thirds of the house was surrounded by porches where a
lot of work was done if there was a cool breeze blowing. A
hand dug well was on the back porch which was used for drinking
water, cooking, and washing clothes.

In addition to the house, there was a barn in which
the animals were held. There were four mules that were used
for planting--two for Mrs. Cobb's family and two for the
sharecroppers. Several cows were raised for beef, milk, and
butter. Chickens were also raised for meat and eggs. "My
mother would one hundred two-ddy old baby chicks in the spring
which she raised in a brooder so we would have young chickens
to fry for ourselves and to sell at the market." Geese were
also used for feather beds and pillows. Hogs were also raised
and they were of great importance. They provided lard for
cooking, and the hogs were the main source of food during
the winter.

Although Mrs. Cobb worked on the farm, she was able to
attend school. The school not only taught reading and

arithmetic, but the high school also had vocational agriculture




3
classes for the boys and Home Economics classes for the girls.
These courses taught "up-to-date methods of farming, cattle
raising, conservatism, sewing, and cooking." 4-H Clubs
also played a part in Mrs. Cobb's 1life. The local 4-H club
was an integral part of the community. 4-H clubs emphasized
useful information in agriculture, home economics, and the
application of the subjects. 4-H clubs would have projects
that were designed to accomplish "certain specified teaching
objectives and to prove a sense of personal achievement and
satisfaction." the projects also emphasized useful and practical
information and knowledge and applied these to real-life

3

situations. Mrs. Cobb remembers one project done by her

brother: "His project was to show the difference between
fertilized crops and not fertilized crops. He planted a

corn patch by the side of the road where people could see it.
One-half of the corn was fertilized with nitrate soda and

the other half was not. Signs were put up so that people
would know it was an experiment. When it got time to harvest
the corn, the corn that had the fertilizer added to it had

three or four big ears of corn per stalk and the other half

A 3H.C. Sanders, ed., The Cooperative Extension Service
{Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall,1966). 267.
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might have one big ear and two or three small ears. It
convinced many people to use fertilizer because there was
proof right before their eyes."

Mrs. Cobb also remembers the help of the Home Demonstration
Clubs. Home Demonstration agents gave practical demonstrations
of improved methods. The duties, responsibilities, and
problems of all farm wives were so similar that this groub
method of teaching was both effective and efficient.4
"Home Demonstration Clubs were for the women of the community,
and meetings were held once a month. The leaders came out
to teach thé women "of the community better ways of doing
things--better methods of canning, sewing, gardening practices,
anything that seemed to be a problem or that would be of help
to the people of the community the Home Demonstration Club
could help." Not only did the schools help encourage children
to be invodved in projects to help their families and other

farmers, but the schools also worked with the farmers when

it was time to harvest their crops. "Sometimes the school
would have a half-day schedule. Classes would follow one
4

H.C. Sanders, ed., The Cooperative Extension Service
(Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, 1966). 254
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right after the other with no study periods and no P.E.
School would dismiss at 12:00. There would be a mad rush
to get home, eat lunch, and be in the field by 1:00. One
year when the schools did not use this schedule, I had to
miss the first two weeks of school to pick cotton.”

The main crops grown on the farm were cotton, corn, and
hay. "My father was a good farmer and worked from early to
late, but mény years there was not enough money to buy seed
and fertilizer for the next year. Cotton was the main source
of income for us for many years. It was probably the most
unstable crop we grew." Cotton prices were among the most
erratic and fluctuating of all agricultural markets. Cotton
shows an unusual sensitiveness to general conditions of
demand and to the conditions of the domestic and world supplies.
These extreme fluctuations have been a constant source of
harassment and instability for the farmer.? "Too cold of
weather, too much rain, too little rain, and the boll weevil
all worked against a good crop. A mild winter could give the
boll weevil such an early start that production would be

very low." Many new methods were invented to help farmers

5Charles S. Johnson, Edwin R. Embree, and W.W. Alexander,
The Collapse of Cotton Tenancy (Chapel Hill: The University
of North Carolina Press, 1935) 38




fight against the boll weevil. New systemic insecticides
and sprays were developed. Insect parasites or predators
of the boll weevil were released, and the development of
cotton varieties that would be resistant to or tolerate
the boll weevil damage.6 "If the crops were poor, prices
would be high, but there would be little cotton to sell. If
crops were good, the markets would be flooded and prices
would be so low that loans could not be paid. I remember
about fifteen bales of cotton standing in our yard because
the price was so low my father was trying to hold them until
spring--hoping there would be more demand then and the prices
would go up. Finally, the government came up with‘a plan
to 1limit the amount of acres planted to cotton, to help farmers
get loans to last from planting season until harvest time,
and encouraged diversified farming so there would be other
ways of bringing in cash."

In 1933, Congress passed the Agricultural Adjustment Act.
It had the support of a number of farm organizations and

7 The immediate aim of this act was to

agricultural experts.
reduce the acreage planted. It also gave the secretary of

agriculture to power to raise price levels and processing taxes.

7Herman Clarence Nixon, American Federal Government
(New York: Charles Scribner's Sons,1952) 280.

6David F. Young, Jr., Cotton Insect Control (Birmingham:
Oxmoor House,1969) 89.
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For most of the crops the government rented the land from
the farmer and did not plant anything. The government paid
the farmers not to produce.8 Since it was assumed that the
problem was overproduction, not underconsumption, the growers
of the cotton were to be restricted in their plantings. As
compensation, they were to receive subsides and crop loans,
and the government would hold the surpluses off the market.9
Between 1933 and 1935, the act reducted the output of cotton
by ten to thirteen million bales.l0 1p January 1936, the
Agricultural Adjustment Administration was declared unconst-
itutional by the Suprems Court. It was "an improper use of
the taxing and spending power and a violation of the regulatory

powers reserved to the states."11

In February 1936, Congress passed the Soil Conservation
and Domestic Allotment Act. This act "declared that the
formally supported products now depleted the soil, and farmers
should reduce their production of these commodities in order
to conserve soil." The act also gave direct cash to farmers
to use soil-conserving methods.

The Second Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1938 had a direct

8john T. Schlebecker, Whereby We Thrive (Iowa: The
Iowa State University Press, 1975)238.

9Louis M. Hacker and Benjamin B. Kendrick, The United
States Since 1865 (New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1949)
561.

1056hn T. Schlebecker, Whereby We Thrive (IOwa : The
Iowa State University Press, 1975) 240

11Herman Clarence Nixon, American federal Government
(New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1952) 281
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affect on Mrs. Cobb's farm. Each year the Department of
Agriculture had to estimate the necessary acreage for each
crop. The act provided for three classes of pajment. The
first went to the farmer for keeping within the allotted acreage.
The second payment went to carrying on certain conservation
programs. The third, parity payments, were designed to
obtain normal granary with loans made by the Commodity Credit
Corporation-12 This is Mrs. Cobb's recollection of the
government programs: "The farmer was allotted so many acres
to be planted. When the crop reached a certain age, people
came to measure the acreage. If over-planting had occurred,
the crop was destroyed by plowing. If the cotton crop was
poor, only the interst would be paid, and the farmer would
wonder whether the bank would loan him additional money the
next spring to start another crop. Sometimes farmers were
reimbursed for the crops they did not grow."

Although Mrs. Cobb and her family had many problems and
lots of hard work to do, there were times of fun and recreation.

"The church was an important part of the social activities."

1250nn T. Schlebecker, Whereby We Thrive (Iowa: The
Iowa State University Press, 1975) 242.
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Sunday School was held every Sunday and the pastor would
preach one or two Sundays a month. The church also had
singins and revivals. Decoration Day was a time for all the
members of the community to get together and have "dinner on
the ground." Visiting friends was also fun and playing games
and candy drawings were a way to pass the time.

As Mrs. Cobb grew up, people began to move away from
cotton farming, and her family began to grow more vegetables
and fruits along with butter, eggs, and pork to sell at the
Farmer's Market in Anniston. "I still live on this farm,
but it is now used to raise cattle."

Truly Mrs. Cobb led a simple yet fascinating life on
her rural farm. After she was married in 1941, she took
her cow with her, but her husband was unable to farm because
of his injuries received during World War II.

She went on to become a schoolteacher, yet she will never

forget her memories on the farm.
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