JACKSONVILLE STATE UNIVERSITY
700 PELHAM ROAD N.
JACKSONVILLE, ALABAMA 36265-9982

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
TELEPHONE: (205) 782-5632

-Gift and Release Agreement:

We ] < and 120 I~ &Qbﬁg!d
(Interviewee (Interviewer)

Do hereby grant permission to Jacksonville State University to copy

the tape of the interview _conducted at M&M&%ﬂm“u‘ (
on the date(s) of M}‘iq‘s for the oral history louse)

collection being compiled at’ Jacksonville State University.

This collection will be maintained by Jacksonville State University
for research into the history of Northeast Alabama and the South.
We further grant researchers permission to quote from the interview
on this tape.

/&WJI/ A, Mmj Date _é&

(Interviewee’s s@gnature)

— (Address)

Cendpe  AC 3060
Q277 -S\43

(Telephone)

. G-99e
HAsin Highsie o ate IR
Interviever(3 signature)

"Ry Rex =9l |

(Address) 7
Pledmant , AL D
Y44 -S9R8\<

" (Telephone)

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY / AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER




Pl (LA

Interviewee Background Information

Name: &L‘ﬂudc &:‘téar\

Address: P.o. Qox_2i Centce AL 3590
Phone Number(s): QA3-Si143

Approximate age or date of blrth. \,,m 3(¢]q|J
Mother’s name: . .
Father’s name:

Places 11ved and when. Chginsge (b (ce_nhre\ 911

\aq 3 € .
Education: JSU B r - - S Y fiade
_ Rellglon. ‘

Bu51ness polltlcal and social membershlps (past and present)

Y eOLINELS ASS OGN -
Present occupation:

Former occupation(s): Tealhek ({ Sundlay School Teuchen-

Special skills: (QRoched
Major Accomplishments:

Tocal events in which you have participated: viF %“ cwy Centineal
Covvoredion of Chernfee Coumy @ -

State and/or regional events in which you have participated:
LRepreseniiiot

National events in which you have participated: AfA

International events in which you have participated: _AJA

Natural born U.S. citizen?(Yed/No
Naturalized Citizen: Yes/No Date:
Country from which you emigrated:

Docunents, photographs, and artifacts whlch are in your possession:

Z_M@M_bﬁel%.s wWomein dewn
Cherciee Co.  Pos+ " T hones g M:SS Gertride ~ j Moy 958
erglee Pos “An le_aday ntve de awey 20 MY 95/

Tndividuals you recommend who might be candldates for an oral
history interview:

Additional information: A/A




History of Education
from Mrs. Gertrude
Jordan's Point of View

by

Leah Highfield

Alabama History
Dr. Harvey Jackson
21 November 1995




Table of Contents

Chronological Sheet of National Events
Chronological Sheet of Mrs. Gertrude's Life
Prepared Questions

History of Education from

Mrs. Gertrude Jordan's

Point of View

Notes

L.R. Highfield 1

5-10

11-12




L.R. Highfield 2
Chronological Sheet of Natonal Events

1920 Women's Suffrage
1926 Robert Goddard ignites first
liquid fueled rocket
1929 Stock Market crash
1930's Great Depression
Rise of Adolf Hitler in Germany
1939 Beginning of World War II
1943 Penicillin discovered
1945 Nuclear bombs explode over
Hiroshima and Nagasaki
to end World War II
1947 Korean War
1960's Space race between U.S. and Russia
1961 Vietnam War begins
1963 Civil Rights March Washington
Assassination of President Kennedy
1975 Vietnam War ends
1970's and 80's Feminist demonstrate throughout

the Western World
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Chronological Sheet of Mrs. Gertrude's Life

1910 Born
1928 Graduated Cherokee County High School
1928-29 Jacksonville State
1929 Detroit
1930 Came back to Cherokee County

got two-year diploma, started
teaching at Tom Jordan School

1962 Husband passed away,
got teaching degree

1975 | Retired

1990 Stopped substituting
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Prepared Questions

1. When were you born? In what county?

2. What was school like when you were younger?

3. Where did you attend coIIege?

4. Where was your first teaching job?

5. Did you teach anywhere other than Cherokee County?

6. How did desegregation affect schools in Cherokee
County?

7. How were schools in Cherokee County affected by World
War Il

8. Over the years, how did the teaching profession
change?

9. Would you say childrens' behavior has gotten worse or
better or remained the same?

10. When and why did you retire from the teaching
profession?
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History of Education from
Mrs. Gertrude Jordan's
Point of View

Education has changed in many ways over the years.
One room schools are now elementary, junior high and high
schools, buildings provide a better environment for
students to learn in and materials are fairly easy to come
by. Mrs. Gertrude Jordan has experienced and endured all
of these changes in education as a student and teacher in
Cherokee County, Alabama.

Gertrude Davis was born in Cherokee County, Alabama
in 1910. At the age of seven, Gertrude went to school for
the first time.

The elementary school was behind the First
Baptist Church. It had grades one through
seven. A young person once asked me if |
walked to school and | told them 'no, | ran’
because where the truck stops are now
used to have the biggest pine trees that
you've ever seen and it was dark through
there. | could just imagine bears coming
out and chasing me.1
Ms. Gertude's daily trips to school were just over two miles
each way.2 As the years passed, Ms. Gertrude's education
continued.
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| graduated from Cherokee County High
School in 1928.3
Even after her high school days were over, Ms. Gertrude
was not ready to stop learning.
After | graduated from high school, |
went to Jacksonville State (then known
as Jacksonville Normal School) for one
year. Then in May, right after school
was out | married Haskal Jordan.4
Ms. Gertrude's college education was halted for a few
months because she and her new husband decided to go to
Detroit.
After | married we (her husband and she)
went to Detroit. He got a job working at
the Ford factory. Detroit seemed so big.
| was afraid of it at first but then | saw
all the new things | had only heard of
back home. | saw an escalator for the
first time thereld
Mrs. Gertrude and her husband stayed in Detroit a few
months, then her father-in-law had a stroke. Mrs. Gertrude
and her husband came back to Cherokee County because Mr.
Jordan had to help his mother work their farm. Upon her
return to Cherokee County, Mrs. Gertrude went back to
college and got a two-year diploma. By this time (1930's),
the normal schools had evolved into teacher's colleges.6
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After she had gotten her two-year diploma, a great

opportunity arose for Mrs. Gertrude.

There was a little two-teacher school

up where | lived and both teachers did

not want to come back. So Uncle Tom

(Jordan) asked if | wanted to teach and

| said 'Yes, | do!'.7
The school in which Mrs. Gertrude began her teaching
career housed grades one through eight. There were up to
one hundred students with only two teachers.8

The other teacher, Uncle Tom, and my-

self met one day to see who would

teach what grades. Uncle Tom asked if

| would like to have grades five through

eight. When he did, | saw the other

teacher look down like she really want-

ed those grades so | told him I'd take

grades one through four.9

Mrs. Gertrude taught many children with very little

supplies to help her.

The first year | taught, we only had one

reader. | read that reader every day.

The children did not say they were bored

reading the same thing over and over but

| knew they were. | told Uncle Tom about

the one reader and the next year he had




L.R. Highfield 8
gotten the library to give us four new
readers.10

Ms. Gertrude enjoyed her years at Jordan school and
has many fond memories of the time. She recalled a time
that she and her class went down to the creek that was
located behind the school and it was frozen over.

Some of the boys begged us to go
across it with them. The other teacher
looked at me and | looked at her. The
children told us that they would hold
our hands if we would just walk across
the creek. We played and played with
those kids on that ice. We had a lot of
good times.11

World War Il began in 1939.12 The war affected
everyone in the country including the people in Cherokee
County, Alabama. The schools were also affected. Mrs.
Gertrude recalled how she and her class had to give up
their class room and move to the basement because the
men in the army had to use the school for their barracks.
According to Mrs. Gertrude, in the winter, it was so cold in
the basement of the school that the children had to pull
their desks close to one another for the extra heat.

On May 17, 1954, the U. S. Supreme Court unanimously
ruled in five cases, collectively known as Brown v. Board of
Education, that "separate educational facilities are
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inherently unequal" and that segregation deprived the
plaintiffs of equal protection of the laws.13  Southern
states enacted many new laws to prohibit or postpone
integration. Public-placement laws, freedom of choice
amendments, the closing of public schools, state
interposition and mob violence are just a few examples of
how Southern states tried to postpone integration.14
Desegregation went rather smoothly in Cherokee County.
Mrs. Gertrude could not recall any time during the
transition in which there was real problem.

Of course some people opposed the
idea, but everyone accepted it and
went on trying to make the best of
it.15
Cherokee County Elementary School (Centre
Elementary School) had been in use several years before
desegregation was enacted. During the years before and
after desegregation, supplies were still hard to come by
for Mrs. Gertrude and the other teachers. Mrs. Gertrude
recalled a time in which book shelves were placed in the
hall way of the schools. If a teacher needed a book to teach
out of, they could go into the hall and teach from it and
return it to the shelf at the end of the day.
Mrs. Gertrude has been involved in making education
in Cherokee County better for children in any possible way.
Centre Elementary School Parent-Teacher Association was
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organized in 1928. Mrs.Gertrude was President of the
association in the early years.16

Mrs. Gertrude taught for forty five years before
having to retire.17 After she had retired from teaching,
Mrs. Gertrude still could not seem to stop. After she
retired from teaching, Mrs. Gertrude began substituting.
She substituted regularly in schools in Cherokee County
until the age of eighty when she was forced to stop
because of deteriorating eyesight.18

When asked about children's' behavioral patterns
throughout her years of teaching, Mrs. Gertrude is a very
optimistic person.

Children are the same today as they
were when | started teaching. Every
child just wants to*loved and payed

attention to.19

Mrs. Gertrude still gives love and attention to
children. Though she may no longer teach in schools,
Mrs.Gertrude continues to teach a Sunday-school class for
young children at the First Baptist Church of Centre,
Alabama.

Materials, buildings, funding and so forth may have
changed in education throughout the years, but the need
for loving, caring teachers and administrators has not. Mrs.
Gertrude was and is one of those teachers. Her influence on
education in Cherokee County is still powerfully felt.
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