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Gift and Release Agreement

Interv:Lewee (prlnt) ‘Interviewer (print) .

-'do hereby glve and grant to Dr. Suzanne Marshall, Assistant
" Professor of History, Jacksonville State University, all
"literary and property rights, title, and interest which we

"of the interview(s) conducted at

may possess to the audio or video recordlng(s) and transcrxpt(é)

on the date(s) of , %/{/4( S

for the oral hlstory collectlon belng complled by Dr. Marshall.

" nddress 302¢ Fomple /P11 Dy .  Date T—/8 -75
‘Phone__ 297-235 & |
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INTERVIEWEE BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Name: i&l’h & m///c v M/F =
Address:_ 5026 [Panola. (227410 Dr-
Phone number(s): 2G7 -R35 Y

Approximate age or date of birth: ___ £
Mother’s Name: Lﬂ ara.

Father’s Name: 2/7’& S
Places lived and when:__ Sz 4 % Aro 4'71 £

Education: fé‘}fé &Z{é L
Religion: L% f‘ﬁﬁﬂ’l&?‘

Business, bolilical and social memberships (past and present)

Present occupation: Llecrron iZn:f_

Former occupations: .&L C/Z‘j re
Special Skills:

Major Accomplishiments:

National Events in which interviewee has participated:

Local Events in which interviewee has participated:

National born U.S. citizen?  Yes/No
Naturalized Citizen: ~ Yes/No  Date:
Country from which he/she emigrated:

Documents, photographs, and artifacts which are in the possession of the interviewee:

. Individuals recommended by the interviewee who might be candidates for an oral
history interview: '

Addilioﬁul information:
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Selma Miller
By: Uyladia L. Jarmon
March 18, 1995
5076 Panola Mill Dr. (GA.)
Civil Rights and her history
Side A

Selma Miller;parents are from Anderson, South Carolina.

She has one brother and four sisters; she is the oldest child.
Her father has fourth grade education and her mother has a fifth
grade education. Her mother was a house wife while her father
went to work in the cotton textile mill.

Mrs. Miller has a high school education; she earned a
scholarship to college but she instead got married. She now is
an accountant.

Anderson is a small town where her family lived border line
poor. The blacks and whites of the community did nothing
together. They used different doors; they did not mix at all.
The blacks had to use a different water fountains and leave
certain towns before dark came.

The whites had a better school system, better building, and
better teachers. She discuséyﬁow the black children are very
fortunate to be able to get aﬁ education. The blacks wasu%aught
the basic learning of math and reading. The whites had better
classes and more opportunities.

One year after high school she wanted to be a clerk, but
theyggggfnot hiring blacks. She took the exam for a clerk’s
position and she was told that she did not pass the exam}N’She

was in great need of a job so she took the nurse’s aid. The

person who gave her the exam lied, because she did pass the exam.




The exam was racially bias; it asked questions about the things
she never had available to her. Now in this day and time, she
has learned more because she has access to more information.

Mrs. Miller encourages reading, anything. When she was
growing up, reading was not enforced. Some of the parents could
not read or write. The only reading material was at the school.

She was a member of a Methodist church, Mt. Carmel. Her
grandmother was very religious. The older people would say, "You
can not do this because you are black." She wanted to be a
singer, but she was told you can not because no one will ever
sign you.

Mrs. Miller family did not have a television, but she
listened to the radio about the civil rights movement. She was
not directly involved with the civil rights movement, but she
followed what Martin L. King was doing. She feels the movement

was well worth it.




Side B

Mrs. Miller gives advice to the younger generations about
securing their present rights. She feels black children are
getting involved in the wrong things. The children should take
advantage of what is offered to them far as education is
concerned. Some black children are concerned with crime and
violence.

The parents are more concernd with providing their children
with nice clothes and with a nice car than rising them to be well
rounded men and women.

She remembers a violent act: the KKK chased her and she got
away by throwing a rock into the rear window of the car. She
noticed discrimination a year after high school when she was
looking for a job. For example, when she was at Emory, she was
training sectaries and she was only a clerk.

Selma believes that when they took prayer out of the school
system is when the crime and violence grew higher. She feels
that prayer was something positive for the children. Miller does
not agree with taking prayer completely out of the school
systems. She thinks they should allow it and let the ones be
dismissed who do not want to pray.

Mrs. Miller feels that the present generation is going to
school for all the wrong reasons, to meet with their friends.

She also feel that they are not taking advantage of their
education. She talks about how the parents are leaving the

teachers responsible for raising their children.




Mrs. Selma Miller, an accountant, sums up her interview with
words of encouragement to all students, "Keep on keeping on."
She also tel¥ all the students to stride to be and involve
yourself around positive things. She strongly sti?est that vyou,

all students, should not let anybody discourage yetd.
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L What part of the state are your parents from? Were~you-berm-in

N 2 Ifnot | d l to 1t ity?
2. How many brothers and sisters do you have? How many older and how

many younger?

_ 3. How much education did your parents have? What were their

occupations?

_- 4. How much education do you have? What is your occupation? (_511’%8{6% i 56\41 j)

5. What community did you live in? How would you describe your

community? Racial makeup, occupations, recreation, organization, etc....
6. Whot-was-yeurcommunity's-relationship-tothe-Birminghem-Relise
Bepoartment?

7. Were you a member of any community orgomza’nons” What were they?
Did you hold an office?

8. How/why did you get involved in the Civil Rights Movement?

9. What role did you play and for how long?

10. Did yoLJ attend ’rheﬁ\%ovemen’r’s mass meetings on a regular basis? How
would you describe the typical meeting?

11. Were Birmingharm policemen present when you attended? What was their

purpose for being there?
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13. Did you go to jail? What were the circumstances of your arrest? How
long did you remain?
14. Did others in your family participate? Go to jail? Etc....
15. If you were school age, did you leave school and were you suspended?
16. How did other family members react to your participation?

—17. What church were you a member of? What was the level of involvement
of your pastor and church?
18. What benefits did you, your family, and community readlize as a result of
the Movement?
19. If you were in control of the movement and could go back and change
some things, what would you change?
20. What is your assessment of the BI-FQ#I-\Iéf’g'h@ K]ovemen’r? How successful?
What were its accomplishments? What were its failures? '
21. Is there anything else you would like to add that we have not dealt with?
22. Do you have any items related to ’rhe‘ Movement or to the development

of'Birminghom that you would like to donate to the Institute?
28 How wowdd You desa. e mout 7 Do you Enink i+ was
well worth (¥?2 why?

24. Wha& Q(LU('(’,Q woul d you 96'1/6 the gmu‘lgpr éenémv‘/‘
C’Oﬁd{ffﬂ/ﬂj therc Crv Z/f/NLS — ko éb% g
Selure their r;'jh/—s?
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Selma Miller
By: Uyladia L. Jarmon
March 18, 1995
5076 Panola Mill Dr. (GA.)
Civil Rights and her history

Selma was born in Anderson, South Carolina. She has one brother
and four sisters; she is the oldest child. Her father has a fourth grade
education and her mother has a fifth grade education. Her mother was a
house wifgwhilg.,/her Jather went to work in the cotton textile mill. Even
though she does not recall her father complaining about his job in the in
the cotton mill, there could have been some up grades on the conditions of
the mill. She remembers that the blacks often got the hardest jobs in the
mill.

Mrs. Miller has a high school education; she earned a scholarship to
college, but instead, she got married. She is an accountant.

Anderson is a small town where her family lived border line poor.
The blacks and whites of the community did nothing together. They used
different doors; they did not mix at all. The blacks had to use a different
water fountains. The water fountains were made the same, but they had
"for blacks" and "for whites" signs above them. The blacks knew to leave
certain neighboring towns before dark came, so they would not be placed
in a "white situation." They also had certain rest rooms they had to use.

The whites had a better school system, a better building, and better
teachers. She discusses how the black children are very fortunate to be

able to get an education. The blacks were taught the basic learning of




math and reading. The whites had better classes and more opportunities.
The blacks were limited to what they could learn. Selma was not excited
about taking her scholarship due to the fact that she knew her limitations
in education and opportunities.

A year after high school, she wanted to be a clerk, but they were not
hiring blacks. She took the exam for a clerk's position and she was told
that she did not pass the exam. She was in great need of a job so she took
the nurse's aid job. The person, who gave her the exam, lied because she
did pass the exam. The exam was racially biased; it asked questions about
the things she never had available to her. Now in this day and time, she
has learned more because she has access to more information.

Mrs. Miller encourages reading, anything. When she was growing
up, reading was not enforced. Some of the parents could not read or write.
The only reading material was at the school.

She was a member of a Methodist church, Mt. Carmel. Her
grandmother was very religious. The older people would say, "You can not
do this because you are black.” She wanted to be a singer, but was
discouraged because it was thought that no one would ever sign her. The
blacks were not trying to discourage her, but this is what was taught to
them through the years. The blacks considered the church all that they
had; it was there place to go socialise and to be free.

Mrs. Miller's family did not have a television; she listened to the

radio about the civil rights movement. Her mother died when she was




eleven, and she feels that she missed out on a lot of things. She could not
be directly involved in the civil rights movement. She followed the message
of Dr. Martin L. King by listening to the radio and updates from other
people. She feels that the movement was well worth it.

Mrs. Miller gives advice to the younger generations about securing
their present rights. She feels black children are getting involved in the
wrong things. Children should take advantage of what is offered to them,
as far as education is concerned. She feels that children should further
their education beyond the college level. Some black children are
concerned with crime and violence. Mrs. Miller feels that the reason why
some children are involved in crime is due to the single parent home. She
believes that it is hard to raise a child by yourself; the children need the
strength of both parents. She also feels that this is not always the case,
because some single parent children do better than children with both
parents.

Parents are more concerned with providing their children with nice
clothes and a nice car than raising them to be well- rounded men and
women. Parents should try to provide good morals and an outstanding
education instead of materialistic things.

She remembers a violent act: she was on her way home at night
when three Klu Klux Klan men chased her. She got away by throwing a
rock into the rear window of the car. The rocked broke the window out;

this took the attention of the men so she was able to run home to safety.




She noticed discrimination a year after high school when she was
looking for a job. For example, when she was at Emory training sﬁciar}:e; //]0
and she was only a clerk. She then realized that something was wrong:
"Why would only a clerk _lg\e training women to be sectanes?" The reason
why she was not a e'c”tar_yk as because they was not hiring blacks at that
time. When they was hiring blacks as sectaries is the only time when she
was able to get the job.

Selma believes that when they took prayer out gle school system is
when the crime and violence grew higher. Children are now bring’%ns to
school and they are getting involved in gangs. She feels that prayer was
something positive for the children. Miller does not agree with taking
prayer completely out of the school systems. She thinks they should allow
prayer and let the ones be dismissed who do not want to pray. People
should focus on God and not the different kinds of religions; they should be
concerned with serving one god.

Mrs. Miller feels that the present generation is going to school for all
the wrong reasons, to meet their friends and just to hang out. She also
feels that they are not taking advantage of their education. She talks
about how parents are leaving the teachers responsible for raising their
children. Now the teachers have to teach and make the children behave,
when parents should have already raised their child to act correctly in
school. The present generation is not going to school for an education,

they are going there for all other reasons such as: hanging out with their




Jriends, fighting among themselves and the teachers, and anything besides
learning.

Mrs. Selma Miller, an accountant, sums up her interview with words
of encouragement to all students, "Keep on keeping on." She also tells all
the students to strive to be and involve yourself around positive things.

She strongly suggestthat all students,should not let anybody discourage
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them.







