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; Professor of History, Jacksonville State University, all o
"literary and property rights, title, and interest which we

may possess to the audio or video recording(s) and transcrlpf_‘(‘a)
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INTERVIEWEE BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Name: Wi Hlam E. Jones, Jr. M/F_male
Address: RR 1, Box 279 Heflin, AL 36264
Phone number(s): _(205) 463-7381

Approximate age or date of birth: _February 25, 1926 69 yrs. old
Mother’s Name: _Estelle Jones

Father’s Name:__William E. Jones, Sr.

Places lived and when: _l:nm_m_'EaJJ.adega._munty_at_Duck_Nest_SPrmgs

in Cheaha Mountains and then moved to Heflin
Education: _10th grade
Religion: _Southern Raptist
Business, political and social memberships (past and present)

Present occupation: __retired

Former occupations:saw miller, truck driver for Cities Service Ol (con'd)
Special Skills: laborer, trck driver, preacher & pastored church for (con'd)

Major Accomplishments:_enjoyed life to its fullness, accomplished

a little wealth and blessed to no end.

National Events in which interviewee has participated:

oLt ST Local Events in whicl interviewee has participated: Booster Club Member

National born U.S. citizen? o
Naturalized Citizen:  Yes/No  Date:
Country from which he/she emigrated:

Documents, photographs, and artifacts which are in the possession of the interviewee:

- Individuals recommended by the interviewee who might be candidates for an oral
history interview: __Clellon Vise

Additional information:

29

g~




Former occupations (con'd): Company for 15 years; Service Manager; pants
department manager; salesman at Buster Miles
Chevrolet for 15 years; farmer; raised chickens for
Tyson poultry for 17 years.

Special skills (con'd): 28 years. Enjoyed hard work and ministering to
people.




Interviewee: William E. Jones Jr.
Interviewer: Jonathan Adams

Date: March 31, 1995

Place of interview: At his home

Subject of interview: Life on Mt. Cheaha

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Born

Ducknest Springs, Alabama

Five miles from Oxford

February 25, 1926

Doctor rode in on horse

House born in is in Cleburne, Clay, and Talledega Counties
Born in room in Talledega County

Family
Parents- William E. Jones Sr. and Estele Norton Jones
Brothers- Charles, Harold
Sisters- Genell, Jacqueline

4 .
Parents occupations

Father- Sawmilling
Mother- Housewife

Where lived

Ducknest Springs, Cleburne County, Alabama
Cedar Creek, Cleburne County, Alabama
Fell in well
Heflin, Cleburne County, Alabama
Depression- Money frozen in bank
Still lives here today

Education

Cleburne County High
No college y

Jobs

Sawmilling
Webb Lumber Company
Tollison and Webb 0il Company

Married

In Tallapoosa, Georgia at minister’s home
May 4, 1946




How met wife

In a cafe
Dated 18 months

Jobs

Buster Miles Chevrolet

World Warll

Did not fight

Brother died at age 16

Had to sign up for draft

Was not drafted because of handicap
Almost drafted at end of war anyway
Was called a draft dodger

Doctor

Went for cut off finger
Almost died

JFK

Good President
Did good for country
Did not turn out right

Favorite President

Roosevelt
During Depression

Church Career

New Harmony Church

Went into ministry

Abel Church

Happy Hill Church

Union Hill Church

New Harmony Church

Cedar Creek Church

Still preaching there today

Wife passed away




3
S

—
1
i

Whein and where wers vou Dorn?

STl

Wat

Tl

Whers have vow lived threoogbeoat oyoure 13f
Whiat were yvour parents’ ocoupations while youw wen

AT CwWirey uY

What oo you rememier about the
Where oid vouw 9o Lo sobhool?

.. .
Dich yos go o

What was your
Wher dic you get mareried?
-

Howe ofic you meet wvour wife!

n} ll at j|:; b

Pmave you Pad during your lifetime?
Dicd youwr fight v World War IT7
What oo ovou remenber aboul the war?
Dhid yow fight in the Forean Wared
What dis youwr opdnion of JFES

4

Whoo ds voury fTavorite Fresident?




CLEBURNE COUNTY




J Adams

P>

Claelburns Oounty, Slabama, w 13

- The

b
)

Dy ¢ emk a1 abana

by Legislatur

Ta

land taken from Calboun, Randolpb,

Couvrnties. Clebwrne County was named after

Romasene Cleburne . He was the Major Gensrval of  the

States of

Pime v lca,

meas arnd o ded

Terns

Forese in a charge in Franklin,

-

crente O

b

1

that wsre taken f o om

BWaEY

5

vary little regpresentation i lature,

leyi

o f o f of f

tobes ter cut

Wil o

Ty =

F:I kS RN

T

malk e

counties ATEw

county o

1i

AP e v the

Clek Counm Y

' is e marth Cherok ee

s ol e g

i

e

Hennroyla lime, on the south

Fandolph countd ancd on the west by Calhown amd

Lhe langd arves in Clebhury

b} f

codrt les S e

ezt tainous and rugged, but there are slso fertil

At the time of ite creation, the county had vich o

the southern part.  The region, called Arbacoos

well known cpoial mime operations,

of  Cleiauanr County s imatel =3 Y

ASUER e

AR

e

Clebwrne County 14 withim three main

el btz Lhe HLPﬂXH Mian Mounta 1=, EDVEPiﬂg e w
the Filiedmont Flateauw, covering Glern S8

a3 cournity

et

A part

sec blonm

oty

= (County

Ty

Pl e

Py e

t.i

oam
iy

Cotaby

QU

L=l R )

Contfederat
from his
ne O

oty

an theres

o f

of e

P

Talladegs

1

T .. P
L LEY S

SR,

1oy s

oy anc

ek )

Ny

t e




FRiver Dobttoms, which enhenr

Georgia ling aond tin the southwest

reo contains all of the

o

HMat ional

Tavd that existed in 1 A O I

prlue more Lanod that

pein

throwgh the years., Cleburense County contains thir

i

rivers and oresks. I early times, there were nine mills

operating on th

waterways (Stewart 8-1203
I the first Federal Census in 1870, the county bad 7,441

white and 578 colored persovs. Ivv 1290, the total popualation

wag 13,218 with coloredct, I the popaalation bed

dAroppecd o 10,420 (Stewart 220 Today, the total population is

132,730 with 527 ki

Thie

at Edwardsville from whien 1t was moveod to

Heaf lim, wherse 1t remsins Thyes CETISLIG Farnm

e tes




L

el Lovs

Tobacoo ~ 10,997 pounds

pooarcles O

i owhat wonaldd

there were alaeven p

paest offices

County in six years., The

total of 919 households (Stewaret 9

Cleburne County holds the

Alabama —— Cheaha Mountain. vl 1w o of

‘s e park v The Ciwvilian

vvation Corps buwilt the stome cottages and five tower

- o,

alorg with many of the rosds (Blackford 20030 The CCO alsao

bagilt cabins, lodges, cottages, pionic shelters, bibking

e mver eeed
S

with Dath houses

trails, swimming v

cobbeeyr vecrestional facilities (

im 2,407 fest above sea level . The park caontains 2,7

IR e I

avicd exhibits

everiing dining table, vou can snjoy & Tine meal andd &

e o

rown . The park also contsal

accommodations for fifly people. It is

i ludiveg kitohen, tableware, and 1insns.

atate parks (Slabama). T e

1
e

& i i clecd

711
=]
]
Ty
1
i
el




J0 dddams

ama &#lso

rasnr b, AN

s et b the puilic (Holmes

ey
AR

Some of  the most dmportant places in bhe county now o in

ville, MHeflin,

2, Chulaf inmes, Edwars

ard Fanburne . Frbacooches was av Indian vills

1842 & post of fic gstabl ishad in Arbacoochse, which w

still in Randoleph County at this time.  The post of fice

radted to Hef lin. T

'7-, whien the mail

remainsd unmtil

o bhe wealthiest people in Grebascooches was & planter ang

There

fris wife

The Sup erming whose land

e e {° - vy b T
@y Codrt b Y

gerlad was belng minsed from.  After the Cxlifornis Gola Rush,

mppayt BE-BAd )

et

ity in Alabama gold minimg

The town of Chulafinmes was incorporated by Lie Alabams

Legisiatur

"

(AERS

orn Marvch 1, 1

[ i LR S

shall be one mile in every divection from the Cernter of said

toowyy " Tt

for & mayor and four

PR

cotae i lmen wouwld bBe held the first Monday in April

The town of Chulaf innes = thriving center of commerce and

LOe wWas estalhi 1sMnad LDaedemoen
fice was established December

bres f oy

4o

e, wava o oo oo msee ok i R PUVIRN R 'y ot [ T P— voo. asan
arpgl comtinued untbil 1904 when mall was

1 le was vt s town wuntil TE




plantation of Willisam Edwarecds.
covrity seat when the county wa

e f o

L7 Eodwardsvillie was incorporaied in )

and strests were laid oul . Edwardsvil

newsnapers and a bank

story uilading ano

Junmior Colle

flowrishing schools located in 2 Im k=1
was e lod bo cdeterminsg whether Conidiet to

it Edwardsville won by sighty-{ive wvo

Fowever, the county of ficiales decided to mose the court

o Heflin anyway.  The old court house

Charles B, Heflin bought an arves of

a man of the Thee radllroacd then Dhegan refaer Lo

the whistle—stop as "The Heflivn Place, " and the

Heflin, Als

% IR | i e T iy ke 3 e
[ P 5...1 el ! Cales QAT 1

ot ave much conf idence

pacple in
roads produced many Dlow-outs, sometimes four or five svery

e mil

arnct Fuome of  bhe court Peowse HMeflin is

weer Birmi




J. Adams

far the larg o ot bhe twa Bigh

Ly i e county aned b

sehools in the county . The other school iz in Ranbuene.

[ . . g am Lofe e
Fanbademe 15 the

oo f

ivy e souithe

e E

cotnitey

Lonn that has kept some of the old ways. Tt is amazing that

o Black people have ever lived in FRanbuoreoes

Clebuwrne County has roo

it many families.

18 msre b me thEm o

Heflin all of my life. Heflin is & modern oity with a1l the

of sy other oity . The high

has about eight o mione honcdred stodents enrol led and

ciracuates about ong Pundre

arwd twerthy @ach vesr . ot of

families who foundsd many of tF towrs L2111 remain in the

CoYThy I think that @ lob for o it. Heflinm bes s low

crims rats and is clean town.  Most of Lhe county is in

Mational Forest or owned Dy Limber companies

{1 ombe s
L ‘ ATy

11 min

counity of rmabural eplendor

-

| ﬂ’n» |
7y %ﬂﬁfﬂ ecte

e

(




A1 abeames .

Ty

tewart, Mra

o

fnd

S Stewsrt

ek

1] ambarns

Facte: Flwving

......

HIFA e
[ IR




