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Tia hteninathe belt 
By Jennifer Bacchus 
Special to 'The Chanticleeer 

Governor Bob Riley's 
proration announGement 
on December 15, 2008, ef- 
fectively chopped about $4 
million from Jacksonville 
State University's budget for 
fiscal year 2009. However, 
the $1,374,794 proration 
fund established during the 
school's budget proeess .is 
making the necessary cuts a 

JSU. "We're not going to 
whine about it. We're go- 
ing to do what's necessary. 
In m y  ow office, we've al- 
ready madq the decision not 
to fill a vac&cy, which is the 
vice president for informa- 
tion technology." 

they can have a payment 
plan, so  they can pay in seg- 
ments their tu i t loc  That% 
understandable," Meehan 
said. "It would be due and 
payable before the end of the 
semester and there would be 
a small charge for that." - 

Since schooibfficials know In order to address the 

the current economic crisis bu&tary shortfalls, the 

is affecting everyone, Mee- 
s c h w  has frozen hiring of 
any Y t i a l  personnel, han said then is a plan in the only h ing for positions that 

works to allow students to are necessary to maintain 
pay their Over the accredibtion. Maintenance 

little easier. course of an entire semester, that safely be put off is 
"We realize this is affect- instead of having every pen- being delayed and the bus 

ing everyone," said Dr. Wil- ny due up front. 
liam Meehan, president of "Students have asked if See '!.Tightening," page 2 Students stand in line at the campus bookstore. Photo by Mandy Pearson I The Chanticleer . 

Rosenamed2008 
Employeeoftheyear 

By Doran h i t h  
Staff Writer 

On December 22, Cathy Rose was named the 
Jacksonville State University 2008 Employee of 
the Year. Rose, secretary to the associate vice 
president of academic affairs, received this honor 
at the annual holiday luncheon at Leon Cole Au- 
ditorium. 

Rose was in.the running for employee of the year 
along with 1 I other employees; each of whom was 
.selected as employee of the month at sometime 
during 2008. 

"I believe that any one of them [the I 1  other em- 
ployees in the running for the award] deserved it 
as much, if not more, than I did," Rose said. "And 
I did not expect to win." 

Before working with Dr. Joseph Delap, associ- 
ate vice president of academic affairs, Rose has- 
been employed at the secretarial level at JSU for 
16 previous years. In 1987, she started at JSU as 

to being secretary for the Department of Corn-. 
munication. After I1 years in that position, she 
became the secretary to the dean of the Cdllege of 
Education and Professional Studies. She stayed 
there until moving to her current accolade attain- 
ing position in 2003. 

The advisory staff committee chooses employee 
of the year as well as each individual employee of 
the month. The selection is made from nominees 

' 

whom have tiad letters written to the committee 
telling of their outstanding dedication to the work- 
place. The comrnlttee selects employee of the 
month from these nominees, and Iikew~se for em- 
ployee of the year based upon the letters received. 
"Dr. Delap, Don Killingsworth, Dr. Turner and 
other people wrote letters on.my behalf nominat- 
ing nie for employee of the month." Rose said. 

Other employees vying for employee of the 
year were: Suzi Donaldson, Joan Ingram. Martha 
Dingler, Brandon Stewart, Lynn Steward, Kathy 
Wilkinson, KaSandra Russaw, Lor Stephenson, 

Cathy Rose accepts a plaque and a check for $500 from President Meehan on December 22. a cierical assistant for the College of Communlca- Stephanle Hatfield, Alice Wuda~czyk and James 
Photo by Steve Latharn I' J S U  Newsw~re tion and Fine Arts. One year later, Rose moved Rosseh. 
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y Rose accepts a plaque and a check for $500 from President Meehan on December 22. a clerical assistant for the College of Communica- Stephanie Hatfield, Alice Wudarczyk and James 
W t o  by Steve Latham / JSU Newswire tion and Fine Am. Om year Later, Rose moved Rosser. 

Campus Crime I 

Kristie Osborne, 

from Hartselle, was 
crowned Miss JSU 
2009 on Friday, Jan- 

State . University 
Scholarship Pageant 

i ' . , in Leone Cole Audi-. 
national level.', . 

Heather Whim- 
competed for the ti- 
tle. The winner was 
crowned by Lauren 
Moon, Miss JSU in 1995, and Te- 

resa Cheatham 

a sophomore mu- 
- Miss America in ~weeney~oddsettoopenin February 

sic education major By Matthew Tyson 
Other Miss Staff Writer rector of the play, Eric Traynor, far he was planning to take 

Alabamas who said that he has high hopes for the blood and gore, Traynor 
freshman political hailed from JSU This year, Jacksonville State the show and has a lot of faith said he's not going to take it as 

sciencelpre-law ma-, let en pointe. include cejl jen- University will take a darker in his cast. When asked about far as the n~ovie did, with tons 

jor from Oxford. The Miss JSU Scholarship kins Snow, 1971; Jane Rice turn with its main stage mu- his cast, Traynor mentions that of blood being thrown every- 

Pageant codtestants were Pageant is a preliminary pag- Holloway, 1973; Julie ~ 0 ~ s -  sical by performing the grue- for this production, the players where. 
- judged on evening wear, eant for the Miss Alabama ton Elmer, 1977; Tammy Lit- some production of "Sweeney are required to have more than "The lmateria' 

swimsuit, talent and inter- Scholarship Pageant, which tie Haynes, 1984; and Jamie Todd: Demon Barber of Fleet a just Strong voice but strong for said. 

: view. For her talent, Ms. wilI take place in June. The Langley, 2007. Street." Due to the success of acting ability as well. He feels "When you are 

Osbome performed a jazz winner of Miss Alabama Along with the Miss JSU the Tim Burton adaptation of that he has both in everyone. people and putting them 

dance and tumble routine.. goes on to the Miss America 2009 crown, Ms. Osborne the musical that hit theatres "Sweeney Todd" is known meat pies, you re- 
ally need to show that to make Ms. Curtis' talent was classi- pageant. The Miss America received a one-year tuition just over a year ago, "Swee- notoriously for its main char- . 

cal piano, and Ms. Beverly's Organization provides mil- scholarship, $1,000, and more ney" is sure to raise i n t e e  in acter murdering people and 
talent was contemporary bal- lions of dollars in scholar- than 25 additional prizes. , then baking them into meat See "Sweeney," page 2 

Stepping forward 
, A Dog was found on campus, are you it's owner? ~tanfoid U. students %@going 

without Facebock: ' meet expectations, 
Page 6 

' QUESTION of the WEEK 
what is your blew Year S resolution for 2009? Next week's question: 

- What are you looking forward 
I Lose weight -1 1 % . None - I break my to this semester? 

Quit smoking - 22% resolutions anyway - 44% 

I 'Make better grades - 22% 
.. 1 

ray= r w~mour race'ooo~. meet expecranons, 
Page 2 Page 6 On Campus 2~ 
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Campus 
Briefs 
Mozart's "Cosi Fan Tutte," translated as 
("All Women Are Like That), will have its 
one and only peformance on Thursday, 
January 1 5  at 7:00 p.m. 
The opera has only 6 cast'members which 
act around a plot about infedelity. Direct- 
ed by Dr. Nathan Wright, the opera takes 
place in 18th Century Naples, Italy. Mason 
Hall qerformance Center will hold the one 
and only showing. 
Tickets may be purchased by calling 256- 
782-5876: For additional information 
about "Cosi Fan Tutte," please visit the 
website at http://music.jsu.edu/OPERA. 

Campus Crime 
December 8 

An unlawful breaking and entering of a 
vehicle was reported in Stone Center park- 

- ing lot. ltems stolen include an international 
business book valued at\$150, a consumer 
behavior book valued at $170 and an adver- 
tising promotions book valued at $140. 

Domestic violence was reported at Stone 
Center. , 

December 9 
Assault was reported at the KA house. 

December 15 
A theft of properti; was reported at Pete 

~athews" Coliseum. ltems stolen include an 
Aerosmith keychain with dorm and car key. 

December 16 
Harassing communications was reported at 

Patterson Hall. 

December 30 
A burglary was reported a Penn House 

Apartments. ltems stolen include a Compaq 
laptop computer valued at $600, a pair of 
mid top Jordan shoes size 7 valued at $150, 
a pair sf Nike shoes valued at $70, other 
clothes valued at $250 and a black laptop 
carrying bag. 

- 

Picture of the week 

1 The orchestra rehearses as the set construction continues for "Cosi Fan Tutte," which opens Thursday. If you would like to 
see your photo as 'Photo of the week', ernail it to chantyeditor@gmail.com. Phofo by Zach Childreel The Chanticleer 

I Stanford UStudentschoosing notto haveFacebookaccounts 
By Vineet Singal 

' Uwire 

Perhaps nothing exhpl i f i es  
the life of a college student bet- 
ter than Facebook. The popular, 
free social networking - and 
usually procrastination-aiding 
- Web site developed by Mark 
Zuckerberg currently has over 
140 million users worldwide. 

But while Facebook's popu- 
larity at Stanford Vniversity 
- one of the first campuses to 
start using it in 2004 - is un- 
deniable, a small but significant 
number of people on campus 
still haven't jumped on the 
bandwagon. 

Caitlin Tharp ' 12, for exam- 
ple, does not have a Facebook, 
explaining that Facebook "takes 
up too much time." :'I am just 
not willing to commit to it," she 
said. 'There are other things I'd 
rather d o  with my time." 

Pondering the consequtnces 
of an online profile doesn't seem 
to be one of them. 

"At the end of the day, I think 
I would just think myself to 
death about the implications of 
a virtual self if I possessed Face- 
book." said David Keeler ' 10. "I 
would find no power in an edit, 
function - only self-consurn- 

my exclusion from ~ t s  benefits 
doesn't keep me up at night. It  
is just someth~ng that I don't de- 
sire to participate in." ' 

Frank also believes that Face- 
book is a philosophically flawed 
concept since "it would feel like 
selective voyeurism to create a 
profile" and "degrade any scant 
sense of self that I c l a m  to pbs- 
sess." 

"I feel that it is just another 
layer that we use to avoid the 
possibility of actually connect- 
ing with somebody," he s a ~ d .  
"Facebook is just a modern ex- 
pression of the same process of 
alienation and self-loathing that 
has been the status quo for qulte 
some time." 

Indeed, the principal objec- 
tion against Facebook seems to 
be the absence of true human 
interaction. 

For Keeler, "Facebook cheap- 
ens the value our society gives 
to direct human interaction. It  
also enables us to have social 
lives without actually develop- 
ing social skills, which I believe 
is detrimental." 

Surprisingly, the fact that 
Facebook could be a distraction 
from schoolwork does not seem 
to be the issue. 

"My academic life wouldn't 
suffer if 1 had a Facebook ac- 

Yet he did note that Facebook 
sekms to be a preferable way to 
waste time over sites like You- 
Tube because "it at least engag- 
es you in the imagined campus 

'community that surrounds us." 
By the same token, students 

who choose not , to use Face- 
book'are still willing to admit 
that t h e r ~  are certain advantages 
to using it. Keeler explained 
that with Facebook, it is "easy 
to keep in touch and organize 
events with friends and share 
pictures." 

While Frank agreed that there 
might be some benefit to having 
an at-your-fingertips ability to 
keep in touch with friends, he 
feared "that 'keeping in touch 
with old friends' on Facebook 
may be trumped by the des~re  
to have as many 'Facebook' 
friends as possible." 

"A computer has to remind 
you how many friends you 
have," Keeler said. 

As such, this alleged empha- 
sis on quantity over quality can 
turn off some people from Face- 
book. The Web site contains a 
counter of how many friends 
one has and, until recently, 
listed the number of one's wall 
posts - friends' comments on a 
user's profiles. 

And when it comes to social 

fers an alternate method of com- 
munication: the cell phone. 

"Using the phone seems like 
a more personal means ofcorn- 
munication, and I like that bet- 
ter," she said. 

"[I ,have] long conversations 
with. friends every couple of 
months and definitely make sure 
1 see them when I'm in town," 
Frank said. 

Some, however, just prefer to 
' 

see old friends face to face. 
"Wh'en individuals communi- 

cate over the phone, for instance, 
all of the body language cues 
are lost, .and over instant mes- 
sagestyle communication, even 
vocal inflections are lost," Kee- 
ler said. "Whenever my friends 
and I are in the same town, we'll 
usually arrange to meet up and 
hang out." 

Not using Facebook can also 
have other advantages, such as 
making for an all-the-more spe- 
cial get-together with a friend 
after a long separation. 

"It makes reunions much ' 

more sweet and much mofe for 
the moment since we both don't 
have expectations based what 
we perceive the other's life to 
be like through their Facebook 
albums and such," Frank said. 

Furthermore, even though 
Facebook has nifty to& and ap- 



A burglary was reported a Penn House 
Apartments. ltems stolen include a Compaq 
laptop computer valued at $600, a pair of 
mid top Jordan shoes size 7 valued at $150, 
a pair ~f Nike shoes valued at $70,,other 
clothes valued at $2,50 and a black laptop 
carrying bag. 

A theft of property was reported at Penn 
House Apartments. ltems stolen include a 
Dell laptog computer valued at $600 and an 
MP3 player valued at $80. 
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of an online profile doesn't seem 
to be one of them. 

"At the end of the day, I think 
I would just think myself to 
death' about the implications of 
a virtual self if I possessed Face- 

- book,:' said David Keeler ' 10. "I 
'would find do power in an edit. 
function - only self-bnsum- 
ing conflict." 

And Scott Frank ' 11 feels that 
Facebook is quite overrated in 
college life. 

"I don't find it to be a neces- 
sary tool for survival within our 
current social environment," he 
explained. "I don't think about 
Facebook much, and certainly , 

also enames us to nave soclal 
lives without actually develop- 
ing social skills, which I believe 
is detrimental." 

Surprisingly, the fact that 
Facebook could be a distraction 
from schoolwork does pot seem 
to be the issue. 

"My academic life wouldn't 
suffer if I had a Facebook ac- 
count," Keeler said. "And any- 
way, I can distract myself from 
work without Facebook." 

Frank agreed. 
"There are enough distrac- 

tions on the Internet to be a 
placeholder for Facebook's abil- 
ity to devour time and energy,'? 
he claimed. 

AS sucn, tnls alleges empna- 
sis on quantity over quality can 
turn off some people from Face- 
book. The Web site contains a 
counter of how many friends 
one has and, until recently, 
listed the number of one's wall 
posts - friends' comments on a 
user's profiles. 

And when it comes to social 
networking, Facebook-less in- 
dividuals don't generally use al- 
ternative sites. While that might 
seem to create some obstacles 
in  terms of catching up with old 
friends, there are other options. 

Tharp admitted that while 
there may be some practical 
benefits to Facebook, she pre- 

arter a long separanon. 
"It makes reunions much 

more sweet and much mole for 
the moment since we both don't 
have expectations based what 
we perceive the other's life to 
be like through their Facebook 
albuins and such," Frank said. 

Furthermore, even though 
Facebook has nifty tools and ap- 
plications, such as the ability to 
cyber poke or high-five a friend, 
these seem to be frivolous dis- 
tractions for non-Facebook 
users. "Poking someone just 
doesn't make me feel like I am 
actualIy taking a vested interest 
in the lives of people that are 
important to me," Frank said. 

January 7 
A minor in possession of,alcohol was re- 

ported. 

have strong voices Sweeney: Actors must also January 8 
Forgery.was reported at the rnail center. it more effective. There will be.some blood, but it won't be 

gruesome. You have to keep an eye on your audience." 
Traynor also talked about his opinion on whether or not the 

audience was ready for 'the controversial subject matter of 
"Sweeney." 

"I guess we will have to see how they take it," Traynor said. 
"If I do  my job well enough there will be enough laughter and 
tender moments to counter balance the gruesome story, and 
allow them to hopefully sympathize with the characters even 
with these awful things they are doing." 

Traynor says he hopes that people who migtit be afraid of 
"Sweeny" will give it a chance. 

"It's ,one of those things where you hear just the story and 
you think 'Oh my god, how can I enjoy this,"' Traynor said. 
"But it's actually very moving at times, very funny at times 
and even very wrenching at times." 

With "Sweeney's" music known for being difficult, it's not 

surprising that at the first rehearsal, the cast struggled a bit in 
learning the opening song. However, they were able to quickly 
come together and produce a sound that was both beautiful and January 9 

Assault was reported in the parking lot of 
Brewer Hall. 

haunting. It was easy to see why Traynor has so much faith in 
his actors: - . 

A couple of cast members were -also interviewed and asked 
about their expectations for the show. Ellie Mellen, who is 
playing the part of Johanna, and Matthew Headly, who holds 
the title role as Sweeney Todd, both feel that the-show is go- 

What's Happening 
ing to turn out wonderfully and they are excited to be working 
with such a strong cast. Both believe that the controversy of 
the show might be a problem for a few, but also hold faith in 
their audience that they can see past the blood and murder and 
enjoy the entire show and appreciate the story in full. 

"Sweeney Todd" opens February 19th at 7:00 p.m., and will 
play the 20th, 21st, 26th, 27th and 28th at  7:00 p.m., as well as 

'Feb 22nd and March 1st at  2:00 p.m. 

Thursday, January 15 
Table for Community Service, 2nd floor 

TMB, 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Monday, January 19 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. No Class. 

Tuesday, January 20 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. No Class. .I Tightening: Turner: "We're looking at everything" 
SCA Organizational Council Meeting 

TMB Auditorium, 6:00 p.m. 
system JSU had planned may be put off tainly we do not want the services to our 
as well. students to decline and we don't want our 

A fence shrouded in green lines Moun- 
tain Street where the new dbrm and sta- 
dium expansion project is underway. A 
few new blue lights can be seen glowing 
on campus at night from the latest emer- 
gency phones added to campus and new 
lights are going in near Rowe Hall. 

"You've got to continue to have those 
plans. Thht's why we're continuing with 
the dormitory project and the stadium 
project, because those are going to bring 
in revenue," Meehan said. "You'vegot to 
continue to make plans and grow." 

Wednesday, January 21 
Remembering Dr. King Jr. 

TMB ~ud i to r ium,  6:00 p.m. 
STAT Publicity.Week, 2nd floor TMB 

10:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

"We know that is-something that will academic programs to decline in qual- 
help students, but we're going to take a ity," said Dr. Rebecca Turner, JSU's vi'ce 
hard look at that and see if it's something president of academic and student affairs. 
we need to expend at this time. We may Turner was one of many university . 

delay that," said Meehan. officials from throughout the state who 
Though tough decisions are being made a trip to Montgomery this past 

made on where funds can be spent, week to discuss proration's impact on 
school officials are adamailt that cuts higher education institutions with Gover- 
should not affect the quality of their pro- nor Riley. 
grams. - The school is also focusing on com- 

"We're looking at kverything. Noth- pleting projects begun before the prora- 
ing's off the table at this point, but cer- tion announcement. Zach 1 
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I Lost puppy may belong to JSU college student Skinner 
n Crl:+*r 

Sulie 
New: 

It was brought to the 
Chanticleer's attention that a 
stray dog was found on New 
Year's Day. 

She is a sm'all dog with 
short hair that is light brown 
and white. She was wearing a 
pink collar when found, and 
*.,b " .,:.. .>.,' J.L -.=- p'..L, 

but scared and hungry. 
Due to the quality of the 

picture w e  received, we are 
unable to print a photo of the 
dog. But, we d o  have one 
available at  the Chanticleer 
office. 

The people who currently 
.,-s ,,. ' . ..J..'-....G-.="~.=-=.. 

ingdales, where they recog- picture. Or, you may email 
nized her, and suggested that the edit& at chantyeditor@ 
she may belong to a male 
college student. grnail.com. 

If you have recently lost Also, you can call the peo- 

your Or a per- ple who found and currently 
son who has, please come by 
the Chanticleer office (Self have the Jim Or Pat Har- 
1 - 1 1  m - - , m^\ A ;.,....,I-, ~ . . -~ ,y .c . .d~c .~~gnn. -  

, chz 

Jered 
C . ~ ^ r l  

l Stau bs 
.A I-A:&-- 

Mike Stecfham 
y Adviser 

m c z n r  -I I art1 I 7 Q O , f 7 1 1  

in Chief 
chantveditor@gmail.com. 782-57G, 

Facult 
I h ~ r n f F h i e  

Editor 
.. - 
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I Lost puppy may belong to JSU college student Sulie . . 
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Perhaps the 
past should 

stay out of the 
present 
By Julie Skinner 

By college, many people have either 
previously been in what they would 
call a serious relationship, or are cur-r 
rently in one. Something changes once 
the transition occurs from high school 
to college. Relationships tend to be- 
come more mature, and some even 
find themselves engaged before grad- 
uating. No matter how long you have 
been with a person or how well you 
think you know-them, a subject will 
arise that often causes tension between 
you and your significant other depend- 
ing on how you handle it. The past. 

I met my boyfriend while on a sum- 
mer internship in Memphis. We've 
been dating long-distance for a little 
over 6 months. We drive 5 hours to 
see other at least once a week, often 
meet up halfway on weekends and 
spend spare time out of school to- 
gether. We're a dedicated couple. We 
drove that far when gas prices spiked 
to $3.99 per gallon and drove the 5 
hours back the very next day in order 
to catch our classes. But this weekend, 
while having one of our infamous 3- 
hour phone conversations, I asked him 
about the girls he had dated in his past. 
Oh boy. Here's where the turbulence 
started. 

He instantly clammed up and his 
voice grew tense. We had a complete- 
ly different perspective on the idea of 
knowing about each other's pasts. I 
felt like it came with the territory of a 
serious relationship, going right along 
with being completely open,and hon- 
est with each other. I was more than 
willing to share mine. He felt like it 
was in the past, so why even bring it 
up? "It will only cause an argument," 
he said. 

"You're already causing one by 
making such a big deal out of this," I 
said. 

I know tons of couples that have had 
this very issue. We somehow talk our- 
selves into believing that we should 
know every single detail about ev- 
ery single relationship in our honey's 
past. 

So, as I sat staring at my television 
on mute, with the phone pressed to my 
ear that might as well been on mute; 
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JoeThe Plumbergoesdown thedrain 
By Zach Childree 

The media is the reason that 
people die ih war., 

Newspapers, television and the 
Internet should only be able to 
report what the Military thinks 
they should. 

Sound crazy? 
Thewgems are brought to you 

by the ever spotlight seeking 
Samuel Wurzelbacher, otherwise 
known as "Joe the Plumber". 

Sam (or Joe, I'm still not sure 
which is his real name) was 

Zach ~ h i l d r e e  

Students must come up with 
a moniker that conveys how 
average and regular they are. 
Perhaps "Ted the Tree Topper," 
or "Norma the Nurse" would be 
available. 

2.Students will then hide the 
facts of their actual situation &d 
the fact that they owe taxes. 

3.Students will then join the 
camp of the opposing presiden- 
tial candidate and travel around 
the countrv as a "smkesman"~ 

covering a major military action 
in a highly unstable region in 
the middle-east (Not anywhere 
near Middle-America, or Middle 
Earth) 

It's that simple! No need for 
a college degree or even a basic 
reporting'class. Just follow these 
4 steps, like SamlJoe Wurzel- 
bacher, and you'll start your 
career in journalism in no time. 

The whole story is a like a bad 
used car commercial: No  Credit 
Check I Nn F ~ n ~ r i ~ n r ~  NepAprl  I 



I mow tons or couples tnat nave nau 
this very issue. We somehow talk our- 
selves into believing that we should 
know every single detail about ev- 
ery single relationship in  our honey's 
past. 

So, as I sat staring at my television 
on mute, with the phone pressed to my 
ear that might as well been on mute; 
I began to wonder why this was even 
worth the time, the energy and the un- 
comfortable tension brewing between 
us. It wasn't. 

While I, the one in school for jour- 
nalism, am so eager to know the pres- 
ent, past and future of every interest- 
ing person I meet, my boyfriend is the 
opposite. He's a "right now" kind of 
guy, one who looks to the future and 
doesn't feel the need to relive what 
made him become the person he is to- 
day. He never looks back, while I peri- 
odically glance over my shoulder and 

Sound crazy? 
These gems are brought to you 

by the ever spotlight seelung 
Samuel Wurzelbacher, otherwise 
known as "Joe the Plumber". 

Sam (or Joe, I 'm still not sure 
which is his real name) was 
hired by an Internet news site to 
do reporting on the current hos- 
tilities between Israel and Pales- 
tine. S a d J o e  gets to run around 
spouting off about how horrible 
the media is and telling everyone 
his opinion about opinions in the 
news, and someone pays him for 
it. S a d J o e  has no journalism 
experience and still managed to 
wrangle a job as a reporter. 

u - 
reporting class. Just follow these 
4 steps, like SarnJJoe Wurzel- 
bacher, and you'll start your 
career in journalism in no time. 

The whole story is a like a bad 
used car commercial: No Credit 
Check! No Experience Needed! 

The truth is this: Joe the 
Plumber is not a reporter; he's 
not even a plumber. He's an- 
other person seehng their fifteen 
minutes. He is just like the 
thousands of would-be American 
Idol contestants who swarm au- 
ditoriums hoping to be discov- 
ered. Frankly Joe, your notes are 
sour, and we would prefer that 
you not to sing at all. 

facts of their actual situation and 
the fact that they owe taxes. 

3.Students will then join the 
camp of the opposing presiden- 
tial candidate and travel around 
the country as a "spokesman", 
read talking points and allow 
themselves to be used as a bad 
metaphor for middle-America 
(which is different from Middle 
Earth, apparently). 

Zach ~ h i l d r e e  

So I've decided to come up 
with a new curriculum plan for 
the JSU Department of Comrnu- 
nication. Here it is: 

1 .Students will create a You- 
Tube video of them confronting 
a presidential candidate using 
a made up situation. (i.e. "your 
tax plan raises my taxes!") Also 

4.After people stop caring 
about you or even remember 
who you are, the Student will 
go  back to the internet and be 
hired as a war correspondent 

nod at old memories. 
We ended up having the conversa- 

tion. Not because he caved, but be- 
cause we compromised. He could 
live with telling me about his past if 
I could live with not pressing for de- 
tails about what color shirt he wore to 
his 8"' grade dance, (hey, I like to be 
thorough). 

When you truly love a person, you 
want to know all about them. You 
want to hear the stories of their youth 
and of their adolescence. We may not 
always like what our significant other 
has lurking in their pasts, but when 
you agree to love someone, you're ac- 
cepting their past. their present and if 
you agfee to it, their future. You agree 
to love them when they're happy, sad, 
rich, poor, strong and broken. To truly 
love a person, you also have to real- 
ize that you can't possibly know ev- 
ery thing about them. If you did, there 
would be nothing left to discover. Be- 
sides, why does it even matter where 
who they've dated? It's the journey 
you are taking together now that mat- 
ters 
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A long December 
Jered Staubs 

'Better' is  
overrated 
After the national champi- 

onship game, I received the 
following text message. 

"That sucks pal, OU was 
obviously the better team.". 

(For those who are un- 
aware, I am an Oklahoma 
fan.) 

Was Oklahoma the better 
team? Probably. Was either 
team playing in that game 
the best team in the nation? 
No. Southern Cal was. 

But "better" is overrated. 
When you're heartbroken, 

you always hear, "Don't 
worry, you can do better 
than her." 

Well yeah, that may be. 
But you don't want to have 
something better, you want 
what you had. 

No one in their right mind 
thinks Utah is better than 
USC, Texas or Oklahoma. 
But the Utes finished 2nd 
in the nation - ahead of all 
those teams - and 1 don't 
think anyone can have too 
many complaints about that. 

(For what it's worth, I 
would have voted them Sth, 
behind aU those teams and 
just ahead of Ole Miss, the 
one teal 
by the f 
long.) 

in that wa: 
)ollsters a 

s robbed 
I1 season 

More reasons "better" is 
overrated 

I guess I would say the 
Steelers are the best team 
in the NFL. But it's not a 
stretch, at least in my mind, 
to think the Patriots were 
the second best team in the 
league this year. 

But the Patriots went 11 - 
5 and the Chargers went 
u-n. hul rhc C H ~ ) r u c r s  tnake 

"A long December and there's reason to believe 
Maybe this year will be better than the lastn- Counting Crows 

4 strong month of play by JSU's men's 
basketballteam hasgivenfans hopethatthe 
James Green era will be something special 
Road success 

COc 

mi 
sac 
" 

The two words in this sub- 
headline haven't been in- 
clyded in the same sentence 
in regards to JSU basketball 
the last few years. 

It took just short of five 
years, and it took two over- 
time periods, but the Game- 
cocks finally won a non- 
conference road game on 
November 22. The win came 
80-73 at Georgia State, not 
the most impressive team in  
the world, but still, it was 
enough to give James 
new team some confi 

Two days later, the 
:ks had to make an 1,lUU 
le trip to Amherst, Mas- 
zhusetts to play one of the 

Tour strong non-conference 
teams on its schedule this 
season. UMass was installed 
as a 17.5-point favorite, and 
there was no rational reason 
to think JSU could compete. 

Somehow, some way, 
JSU competed, kept it close 
throughout, and gave itself 
a chance to win at the end. 
Still, with under 30 seconds 
to play. the- blintrterne? led - - ---- 

Green's 
dence. 
: Game- 

. 

Dominant defense 
Virginia Military Institute is 

currently leading the nation in 
scoring at 86.7 points per game. 
On their way to a 14-2 start, the 
Keydets have scored at least 88 
points in 13 of 16 games. 
VMI defeated Kentucky 11 1- 

103 at Rupp Arena and was av- 
eraging 111.2 points per game 
before coming to Jacksonville to 
take on the Gamecocks. 

Well, evidently, Pete Mathews 
Coliseum was a tougher trip than 
Rupp Arena. 

JSU locked down the Keydets 
in the first half, holding them to 
20 points. A point a minute for a 
team scoring almost three points 
a minute. 

Building an early lead didn't 
hurt matters, as Jeremy Bynum 
scored 15 points in the first five 
and a half minutes of the game 
to lead JSU to a lead that would 
never seriously be in doubt. 

As JSU built a 47-20 lead at 
halftime, the natural response 
would be to loosen up with the 
game virtually secured. And 
there were stretches when the 
game got sloppy and VMI's pres- 
sure led to some easy baskets. 

But the Gamecocks' defensive 
intensity never wavered. and they 
wcre nble Lo holcl the Keydets to 
30 poLntP CYICIW Ihelr prcvinun 



8-8, but the Chargers make 
the p 1 - m ; w -  'w.r 

had-caught a couple breaks 
against Pittsburgh, would to- 
day be considered the fa 
ites to win the Super Bo 

That's why ''betterV,is 
pointless without timin 
taking advantage of your - 
situation. 

Going back to Florid 
don't think anyone would 
dispute that both Alabama ist, made a running jump&, , , 

and Oklahoma outplayed with nine seconds left for: 
the Gators for the first 
three quarters. But Florida 
- without its best player 
against Bama and with 
him in obvious discomfort 
against OU - did enough to 
stai  in the title gamewhile- 
being outplayed. 

Then when Florida finally- , , 
played at a higher level than . - 
its opponent - because it's. 
virtually impossible to out- 
play a team of similar abil ia ! 
for 60 minutes - the Gators year's win total, it's not all posi- 
maximized their opportuni- tive news for the Gamecocks. 
ties and emerged victorious. Coming into a home game 

So was Florida the best with Eastern Illinois, JSU was 
team this season? Nah. If SC flying high and ready to show 
or OU played Florida on a the nation - or at least those 
true neutral field tomorrow who get ESPN-U - that this 
(I do love that Oklahoma al- was a much iniproved Game- 
ways gets to play a pseudo- 
road game for the national 
title), I would personally 
fancy those teams' chances over 10 ~oints per game. people think, JSU stumbled out 
of beating the Gators. of the gate and trailed by 14 a t  

But Florida was the most NO one in their right mind halftime. A furious rally gave 
deserving teain this season. 

AN Cou*esy Of James would say JSU is capable!f de- the Gamecocks the lead, but ul- Harkins l JSUFan.com 
feating the, defending national tiinately the Panthers pulled out 

That's why the BCS works stories by spoFts ,cditdr champion Kansas Jayhawks. a close win to dent JSU's record 
The BCS isn't supposed to Jered Staubs But the Gamecocks won at and confidence. 

give us the best two teams. Freshman Geddes Robinson has stepped up as an inside> UMass on November 24, and 19 JSU has lost two conference 
Obviously SC would be in presence for the Gameco.cks this season. days later, the Minutemen de- games in a row, though both 
the national title game every feated Kansas in Kansas City. were on the road. Cumently 2-3 

season - three of the past 
four years the Trojans have 
had the number one recruit- 
ing class in #e nation, they 

That's probably one of those in conference play, the next two Um, this is a home game, right? things that sounds a lot cooler games "ill go a long way tode- 
than it is. fun to think about, termining where JSU finishes in 
interesting to about, but the Ohio Valley Conference. 

Due to a bizarre scheduling total would be higher, VMI's sidering the Keydets were getting does it really accomplish any- And they don't figure to be 
- decision, virtually nobody saw points or the number of people in blown out for most of the game. thing? easy. 

JSU's thrashing of VMI. attendance. Crawford did thrill the dozens Well, yeah, kind of. Murray State visits Pete 
For reasons that will have to Unfortunately, all the people of Gamecocks supporters with ' After spending the entirety Mathews , Coliseum tonight. 

remain unclear, the Gamecocks'. who stayed home and watched a several highlight reel dunks as The Racers also sit at 2-3 in 
most important and interesting horrible football game missed out JSU started to open the lead. of last the dregs conference play, a departure 
non-conference home game was on an impressive display on both The freshman said he was of the NCAA - and 'pending from recent years in which they 

de- played during the Iron Bowl. ends of the court from JSU. pleased with the team's perfor- more than a few days 'Omid- have been among the confer- 
The Anniston Star's A I  "Man, this was like a road mance, but that the crowd was ered the team in the ence elite. 

Muskiewitz, a Philadelphia na- game," Brandon Cmwford said. underwhelming. try by RPI rating (before ulti- - Equally important, and per- 
tive, and I weren't interested in "There were more VMI fans here "You know, it would have m a t e l ~  finishing 339th out of haps more interesting, is the 
watching the Iron BoyI. That put than JSU fans." been nice to play in front of more 341 teams) - the Gamecocks Saturday afternoon game, in 
us in an exclusive 'group to which Actually the 147 fans in atten- people, but we've been playing a broke into the top 100 'in this which preseason All-American 

o percent of the state dance were split pretty evenly, but bunch of road games lately. We season's RPI ratings. and Conference Player of the 
there is no disputing that the VMI treated this like just another road After a few recent losses, JSU Year Lester Hudson will Lead 

A1 joked before the game that fans made more noise. Kind of game." currently sits 162nd. Not bad by his UT-Martin Skyhawks to 
'%tau bs, " page 6 the only drama was to see which sad regardless, but especially con- Yikes. - - . . . -- - . - . - - . . - . . . - - . -A r--r.- ... --- --- - -  ---- any means, especially consider- Jacksonville. 

anyone ana tnere IS no aeny- - - -  J -*---- J D -  mlng ! , --- ,. 

ing the ability of Pete Car- JSU's thrashing of VMI. attendance. Crawford did thrill the dozens Well, yeah, kind of, Murray State visits Pete 

roll W p  a team. For reasons that will have to Unfortunately, all the people of Gamecocks supporters with ' After spending the entirety Mathews , Coliseum tonight. 

So: ;did Oklahoma and remain unclear, the Gamecocks'. who stayed home and watched a several highlight reel dunks as The Racers also sit at 2-3 in 
. ~ . - . -  . . .  .. . .. . c-  --I ,. . . . ."., . . .. &,~ - . . ' of last season amonn the dregs - - .=. ~- -. - . - - - L~ . 
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Onestepforward,but twosteps back j 
Gamecocks havestruggled tomeetexpectationsearlyin the2008-09season 1 

, /  

-lSU's biggest success Of .the ~ h h l e b e  Williams (left), 'w&lo~lingswonh (center) and J O ~  E f . ~ h a e ( i i i h t )  walk off the ciur* a@r another loss io'kasfern Illinois earlief this 
seb came in Jacksonvllle, month. JSU is 0-5 in conference play this season. Phofotmu-tsy of Jiwile. Harkins l J S U F ~ J W O ~  
Flitr yhere the Gamecocks ,, ' \ .  
went. 2-0 in the Lady Osprey have yet to win a conference receiving much help, as no 'othei bonfe'rence with a .578 field goal remaining on the schedule, but 
Holiday Classic, defeating both game this seasoq. '. 4.. Gamecock is even averaging percentage and ranking sixth in coac'h Becky Geyer will likely 

, - Texas A&M-Corpus Christi and 
Longw od Ur$ersity. 

i f. U n f o ~ d y  for .I&. *# ..' .*, 
success 'didh't help ttqi Cbinga 
around. The Gamecockb aliened ' 

Men's basketball schedule' ; 



I OVC play with a devastating 84- game at 7.7. However, the junior As a frkshman, Duhart was a huge chance to turn things around Mathews Coliseum and again on 

60 loss at Tennessee Tech and forward from Buford, Ga., isn't threat in the post, leading the with 13 conference games still Saturday against UT-Martin. 

Men's basketball schedule Women's basketball schedule 
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, . I Staubs: Decided to write an actual column like a real journalist would do for once 
Unfortunately, the byproduct of the system is when SC plays one of the elite (I use that term 

some honible bowl games. very loosely) Pac-10 schools, especially onthe 
Most of my friends are into sports, and out- road. 

side a couple virginia Tech fans I know, none I'm in the minority, but I like that better than 
watched the Orange Bowl. the NFL's system. The national champion may 

SC was always going tocrush Penn State, Ala- not always be the best team, but it is at least 
bama was obviously not interested in its bowl going to be a team that has proved its worth 
game, etc. throughout the season. That's not always the 

But that's a.small price to pay for legitimately case in the NFL. 
having a reason to watch college football for 
three months. playoffs aren't the answer 

I would never bother watching SC play if , We've seen it several years i n  a row now. A 
there was a playoff. Never. It would be pointless. rash of wildcard champions, an 18-0 team 10s- 
The Trojans go 10-2 or 1111, so what? They still ing the Super Bowl to a five seed, a grand total 
qualify for a playoff,'and no matter if'they are of one win from the top six overall seeds in the 
the six seed or the one seed, they are the favorite. playoffs this season . . . that's a perfect system? 

The way the current system is set up, fans No, that makes the regular season largely irrel- 
from around the country have reason to watch evant (other than staying healthy) and makes for 

SC was always going to crush Penn State, Ala- not always be the best team, but it is at least 
bama was obviously not interested in its bowl going to be a team that has proved its worth 
game, etc. throughout the season. That's not always the 

1 But that's a.small price to pay for legitimately case in the NFL. 

ern Miss is going to watch that even if ~ o i h e r n  
~ l l i ~ o i s l ~ ~ - ~ a f a ~ e t t e  is on at the same time. 

Get these ridiculous games out of the way and 
have the national title game by January 2. 

As great as everyone says the national title 
game was, the quality of play was mediocre at 
best. 

Oklahoma had the best red zone offense all 
year (touchdowns on 69 of 76 opportunities), 
but failed to score at all on two of its three red- 
zone possessions. Tebow threw two interceptions 
all season and then threw two in the first half 
against OU. 

I guess you can give some credit to the defens- 
es, but that second interckption was putrid. It's a 
product of rust, and that was the real shame. 

Well, that and Oklahoma losing. . . 
- 

game was, the quality of play was mediocre at 
best. 

Oklahoma had the best red zone offense all 
I .  I I ~ ~ ,,-. .L--, /  - :.. .., 

horrible matchups in the playoffs. 
Speaking of which, how hard are the NFL and 

FOX praying for a Pittsburgh/Philadelphia Super 
Bowl? If the Cardinals or Ravens make it, that's 
a horrible rating. 

If, God forbid. both those teams win this 
weekend . . . well, the nicest thing I can say is 
that that is unwatchable. 

What the NCAA should tweak 
The real issue with the NCAA football cham- 

pionship system I S  the ridiculously long layoff 
between the end of the regular season and the 
national title game. 

As great as it is to give all the small bowl 
games their individual day to be in primetime 
TV . . . oh wait, that's not great at all, it's point- 
less. Anyone wanting to watch Troy play South- 

If, God forbid, both those teams win this 
weekend . . . well, the nicest thing I can say is 
that that is unwatchable. 


