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" COUNTDOWN INSIDE...
| VOLLEYBALL " SOCCER

After Two OVC titles.in a row, The starting goalie job for
- the volleyball team is not-about » the JSU soccer team will be
to rest yet. Lead by four seniors, ~ up for grabs in 2007. But the
the Gamecocks look to again ' Gamecocks are- determined,
run the conference table. 2B ‘ ' whoever their leader will be. 4B
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By Patrick Swafford
Sports Editor

 Ringo Starr once sang that he got by with a §§
little help from his friends.
Maybe that could be an unspoken motto for
Jacksonville State’s volleyball team.
Few athletic programs at JSU have the recent
history that this team carries.
In the past two seasons, the volleyball
team has won two Ohio Valley Conference
tournament titles, made two straight NCAA
tournament appearances and posted a perfect
16-0 record in conference play in 2006 en route
to the regular season conference title.
And the tremendous success can largely be
attributed to four seniors: Abbey Breit, Abbey |
Vierling, Joi Watts.and Rebekah Nichols. These
four stand on the threshold of something that
has never been achieved in the program.
Should the Gamecocks win the 2007 OVC
title, there will be no argument that this senior
class is the most successful in the program’s
history.
“[ think a Jot of it has to do with our attitude,”
Vierling said. “It’s more than just ability and
skill and who the best team is. [JSU coach Rick
Nold] has been good, especially with our class,
about teaching us that attitude is important and
your level of competitiveness. I think that’s
what has given us success in the past.”

VOLLEYBALL

The four seniors, along with the previous
two senior classes, have done a great deal to
build the volleyball program up to one of the
OVC’s elite.

“Since we’ve gotten things really going, they’ve been a big
pm of it,” Nold said. “Not just them, but the classes before
and developing an attitude you want to see every day. They’ve
done a great job during the preseason in taking that attitude and
passing it along to the newer players. They’re all great players,
but I think attitude is what’s gotten them the farthest.”

The volleyball team takes a full throttle approach to *

their offense. They attack every play and rarely slow down.
However, that may not be their greatest strength. It’s their
team chemistry that makes them unique.

“A lot of our time in preseason is used to get used to each
other,” Breit said. “We have seven new players. We eat every
meal together. We go through [injury] treatment together.
Sometimes in the evenings we hang out.”

They’ve been seen walking into JSU basketball games as a
group. Not just a few at a time, but every member at the same
time.

“That’s one of the reasons it was so easy for me to come
back,” Joi Watts said of her decision to return for her fifth
year. “These three, and of course Brittney Whitten and Lia
Bogatyreva. Everything we do, we’re probably together. Even
on our off days. Even when we come off road trips, on Saturday
nights we’re together. It’s easier when your teammates are
your friends.

I's hard to think that if T didn’t play volleyball that I
wouldn’t know these people.”

The volleyball team will rely heavily on its four most experienced — and winningest — players, Rebekah Nichols, Abbey Breit, Joi
Watts and Abbey Vierling (from left to right). Photo: Kira Wright/The Chanticleer

The team chemistry that has helped these four women lead

-JSU to back-to-back NCAA tournament appearances has also

helped them earn individual accolades as well.

The list of their on-court accomplishments reads a mile long.
Watts was named to last year’'s OVC All-Tournament team..
Nichols earned second team preseason All-OVC this year. All
four of them have earned OVC academic honors. Then there’s
the short novel of Breit’s accomplishments, highlighted by
consecutive OVC Offensive Player of the Year awards in 2005
and 2006, and the 2006 OVC Female Athlete of the Year.

The success of this team has certainly made them the focus
of the other ten OVC squads this season. In going a perfect 16-
0 in the regular season, they swept 15 of those games and lost
only one game in the final game of the season.

With all the success this program has had, what can this
group of seniors do for an encore? -

“Hopefully win another one,” Breit said. “That’s always the

.goal. We’re always pushing ourselves to improve. That’s a



group, Mot just a few at a tme, bot every member at the same
L,

Teams talk about how much their group is fike o fomily, The
J5U volleyball team doesn't talk nhout it, they show it

become better.”

i “Hérp:’r'ull:.r win ancther one,” Breit said, “That's always the
goal. We're always pushing ourselves w mmprove, That's a
part of bullding the program. It's just irying to improve and

By Jared Gravetie
Statf Sports Writer

When the Jax State volleyball team
takes the court fior the first tme in 2007, the
expectations will be at an all-time high.

The Gamecocks nre coming off of the
most successful season o school history,
running the table [ 16-0 in the OVE, Even
| more impressive than their conference
recond i3 the fact that the team only dropped
{ one game during regular season play.

With IS5U entering the 2007 season
| having won the last two conference
| tournaments, the Gamecocks will defimitely
""" be looking over their shoulders, ;
| “1think we've gol a target on our back,”
senior and reigning OVC Female Athlere
~| of the Year Abby Breit said.
| J8U has a mumber of key players
coming back to make s run at a third
straight OV title.

Argaably the best of the bunch, Breit
retums for her senbor year afler eambng
OVC Player of the Year and Honomble
Mention All-America bhonors in both
her sophomore and junior seasons. Breit
| averaged 5.5 kills a game last year,

A COUPLE OF

- The Goamiecock volleyball team is ranked first in the
preseason OVC poll, receiving 18 of a possible 22
first-place vores. Murray State is second, followed by
Eastern Kentucky. .

- Abbey Breit and Brittney Whitlen were both named
io the First Team Preseason Al-OVCE, Rebekah Nich-
ol reced ved Second Team bonors.

Senior Rebekah Nichole gets ready
for the serie. Fila pholo

Rebekah MNichols, JToi Wans and Abbey
Vierling join Breit in the maost successiul
sendor class in school history.

Watts, an offensive hitter and fifth-
year senior, ended last season on fire. She
finished the scason with |78 kills and a
i) antack pepcentags.

Michods, an Oxford, Ala  native,
enters 207 as a Second Tewmn Preseason
A-OVE selectson,  She continued her
improvement last year with o career-best
284 kills.

Vierling, a defensive specialist, will
finally be given the opporiunity to start at
libero after the departure of Jessicn Storck.
A @ junior, Vieding totaled 215 digs with
an average of 2.45 per game,

Abp returning © the ISU lineup is
OVC Freshman of the Year and Second
Team AII-OYT selection Britiney Whitten.
Whitten is one of the most explosive hifters
on the roster. She finished second on the
team in kills, tofaling 312 for an average of
318 peer game last year,

“As far as cxpectations go, we would
love 1o go undefeated and win conference
agnin, bul we really want 1o play ol our
highest level s consistently and as many
timses a8 we can,” Whitten said,

If J5U is to repeat, a lot of the load will
b placed on a group of six freshmen. The
Gamecocks have a number of holes w fill
after the departure of several key senors
froum last years' squacd.

The higgest loss comes ol the seiier
position where the Gamecocks lost the
schiool’s  all-time  &s=ists  leader Emily
Withers.

Withers earmed First Team AllLOVC
honors last vear, averagmg 13.81 asasts
per game.  She finished her carcer with
4,340 assists and is the only player
school history o record 2,000 assisis and
1,000 digs im a carcer,

To complicate mgiters even mode,
Withers" seheduled replacement,
sophomore Melanie Pund. transferred at
the end of last season, The pressune of
replacing Withers sl the seiter positon will
st squarely on the shoukders of freshman
Brooke Schumacher, according o bead
coach Rick Mold,

“That is going to be a really important
psitiom for e, She will definitely make a
big impact for ws,” Mokd sapd.

Schumacher, an llinois native, credies
the chemistry of this team as something
that hias eased the pressure of starting,

“I'm comforiable because 1 feel like

we are & together team. Everyone is
encouraging no mater what, So, I'm oot
really worried that I'm going w let anyone
down,” Schumncher said.

Schumacher may not be the only
freshman earning a starting role this
SEASCHL :

“So far the way it's looked in the
preseason, Caithin Vorbeck has come in
and really shown some versatility o play
for us,” Mold suid, - “Right now, they're
probiokly both poing to be in a starting
role.

Despite the doss of Withers, Starck,
Pund amd Sheri Weyver from last vears'
team, the chemistry that has made the last
twi seasons 50 special is s1ill there.,

The girls are maore than jus fesmmates.
They consider each other to be more like
family.

For the veterans, one way o bring
the seven pew freshmen into the wam
atmgsphere i3 i spend the majority of tme
Iogether off the court.

The CGiamecocks opened the 2007 season
with a 3-0 victory over Arkansas State on
Auvg. 24 in the Magnolia Invitational in
Oxford, Missiszippi. On Aug. 23, J5U loat
its games agamet Missour and Ole Miss w
begin the scason 1-2,

On Aug, 31, JEU will take on Appalachian
State pnd Belmont in'the Comeast Lady
Yol Classic in Knoxville, TH,
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Abowve: Taurean Rhetta Right (from top to bottom):
Cadric Johnson and Matt Hardin
All phodos by Kira WrightThe Charticiess, llustration by

FOOTBALL

It was NEFL Hall

of Famer Michael

lrvin who browght ns
the term “playmaker.”

If the Gamecock football team has
it their way, their own playmaker,
receiver Taumean Bhetta, will spark
it ewe-book affense,

“Taurean’s our third quarerback
and at some point this season, he's
E-I_'Iiﬂg 1o leme iy al |;||ulara'ln:'rl'l.zﬂ_'i.,'I

IS5 coach Jack Crowe zaid. “It's
ke when Alabama had David

Falmer, The best way o get him

the ball is to have him take the

snap.”
Rhetta, a senior  “from

Bimmingham. emnters the 2007

the

“We've gt a
few things in the
playbook," Bhets
waiel. “We're not
going t0  bresk
out anything too
spectacular, b
we're going o
keep cverybody
gwessing "

Bhetta's
primary roilie
will =il he as
the mumber one
receiver.  Cronwe
says this will be
the: besl eeiving
corps  he  has

fold attac

By Pairick Swatford
Bports Edilor

the 2 gunmen

The Gamecocks have the maost depth they ve
had in a long time under center with the retum of
Matt Hardin as the opening day starter, coupled
with the arrival of highly iouted JuCo transfer
Cedric Johnson

Johnsoa, the Junior College All-Amercan from
Copiah-Lincoln (Miss.), made an early impression
with the JSU faithful this spring, throwing over 300
vards in the spring game, immediately stanting an
apparent quarierback controversy,

Coach Crowe aguelched that dea
before the Gamecocks began their S Dl
first fall practice, with his ; SR e
statemment that Hardin was the Bt
team's stamer

Much ke Crowe did
bwo years ago when
Hardin was the backup
o Maurice Mullins,
Johneom will &2 action
on the third series of
each game.

The differences
in Hardin's
and Johnson’s
styles aren’t
that staggering.
Tohnson has the
edge in the speed
department, but
don"t ket Hardin fool
you. He has the ability to
make plays with his legs as
well as his anm,

While Johnson is
the more athletic of
the twis, Hardin
has the g an
CRPETIEnCE.
Johnson had a
stellar coreer
during his
Jumior college
days, but this
i= Hardim's fourth
vear at Jacksonville State and
in Football Champions hip
Subdivision {formerly known as
Dhvision 1-AA) level




Rletta, &  senjor  from
Birmingham, enters the N7
season as the top receiver on
150" depth chan and & the third
option at quarterback behind incumbent starer Maut Hardin and JuCo transfer Cedric Johnson.

Al some point this season, we will see the playmaking wide receiver line up under center

“Really, "m puse the emergency quanerback in case someont goes down,” Rhetia humbly said.
“1"we heren practicing those plays to get me comfortnble with them just in case,

"But, they might slip me in here and there just to shake things up.”

Rhetia caught 3 passes for 568 yards in & primarily run-based offense last year and fias over
| 200 yards receiving with 10 touchidowns in his collegiate carcer,

While s been one of 15U best recelvers over the past four years, Rhetta s no stranger to
the gquarterback mle,

In his high school career, Rhetta threw for 1851 yards and 17 touchdowns in his senior year
&4 signal-caller for Parker High in Birmingham. He threw for more than 30000 yards togal in high
schoal

When Rhetta sees action under center this year, it won’t be the first time he's done so in
Tncksonville. As a freshman, Bhetta saw limited action in X004 in a stoalar mole.

“Basically. | take it a5 being o decoy,” Rhetia said, “When people see me lining op at quarterhack,
knowing that | play receiver, their first mind set is "he's going to get the ball." I just try o be a
dm}l anl gel the handoft done, or when 'm not hthng the hall fr“',juil m.uki:uﬁ_ sure (hat my
fakes look like [ did.”

Ome possibality is that Rhets could line up under center in a formathon similar (o Arkansas”
“Wikdcat" formation that features pre-season Heisman candidate Darmen McFadden,

Cedric Johnson and Matt Hardin
All photos by Kirs Weight The Chanliclesr [lusiration by
Kavin JefferaThe Ghamticiesr

the best receiving |
corps e hes
comched at JSLI

Josh Moten, James Wilkerson, Derrick Harris and Maurice
Pupree will join Rhetla as weapons m thess new-look sets,
enabling the two-year starter to open things up in the passing
ZAmE.

“It gives me poosebumps just thinking abowt it,” Hardin said,
“lust kaving this receiving crew that we've had for the last four
years has halped ws ouw a lot,

Jizst because Rhetta and company will help to spread the feld,
don’t think Crowe will abandon the running game aliogether.,
IS has three tabented runniig hacks whom Brheita has called “The Tersible Three,”

The extra depth at the receiver position won't necessanly change the owverull look of the
Gamecocks offense, but it likely won't book like the run-heswy offense o had been with the
departure of record-setting back Clay Green

*I wouldn't say |it™s] a kot different because we're still going to man the ball first to open it up
for the pass,” Khetta sadd, “11' just golng o kelp each position on offense owt a whole lol There's
going to be more (o the pass than there hos besn, though”

As for any surprises the offense will have for the rest of the Ohio Valley Conference, J50U%s
pln].'mql::r 1aml leiting anyone im on Lhe secret,”’

"] don't know,” Rhetta said. “You're just going to hove to wait and see. 1t°s going o be pretty
exciting. We've still got more Swff o put in and work on and 1 think it's going w be a pretty
emciting year. | can’t reveal all the secrets.”

BREAKDOWN: Other

~ Running Backs

reen Ciecar Boads,

§ amsl fall T
e i i tmg
im0 duestion the JHYT sones of

Recelvers

There is more than just a small
buzz around the fteam that says
that wide recsivers will play a
more important role on this team
than 0 recent years.

In addition w0 Rbetta, the
refumng of Josh Meten and List
vear's surpnse James Wilkerson
give )50 a threat in any three-
receiver set. The triccombined for
more than 1,200 yards receiving
and seven touchdowns in 2006,

Feheita bt u'pa;lpl;u,“ing deflenses
{ast season, caiching o team-high
four touwchdowns with an avernge
of 18.9 yards per caich.

Wilkerson finished second on
thee feaem in calches and receiving
vands a5 a freshman and averaged
156 yards per catch,

Moten has been a weapon for

-any J8U signal caller since his

arrival. A former Alabama high
school record holder for most
recerving yards ina seasan, Maolen
finishesd thircl on the team in 2006
with 236 yards receiving.

Audd to that the athletic Derrick
Harriz and Maurice Dupres to

the fold o give the recciver

corps some extra athleticism, and
the possibility of four- or five-
e VET Sei%.

J5u Iuﬂ,ﬂaldml. otside
lincbacker  Lebarcus Rowell as

positions

Special Teams

Punter  Zach  Walden
had a 2006 1o remeober,
dropping 21 punis inside
the opponents” 20 yard line,
uveETREL 41.2  wyards per
puml and blasting o school
record Bl-yand punt agains
Tennessee Tech on Ot 28
He was also named the OWVC
Special Teams Playee of the
Week four times last season
and Mational Specinl Teams
Player of the Week for the

wesk of e, 3.
In 2004, kicker Cavin
Hallford - was 13-0f-15

from mside the 40 and only
miissed one exira point kick.
However, Hallford struggled o0
outside of his comfort eone, |
missing all seven kicks from
beyvond the 40, Hallford has
oaly conmected on one kick
from the 40-plus range.

The refum game pgets a
boost of athleticism  this
year with Maurice Dupres
returming both  punts  amd
kackalfs this yiar. [ I
ksoks to fill the bole left by
the graduatkon of Craig Agee
and Clay Green.

~Pairick Swafford
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goalies,

By Patrick Swatford
Sporis Edilor

For much of last  season,
Jacksonville State  socoer :.-;r]i[
time between Uweir alented doo
of pralkecpers, senior Elizabeth

Selasky and junior Kate Kelly.
In the spring, JSU coach Julic Davis decided that both
Selasky and Kelly would compete against one antther during
the team's AN7T opt-of-conference schadule o detemmine o

full-lime  starter Tor the Cifeo
"rrlHni_'r Conference schadule.

Both keepers have a sivle all
their own. Belly is & Gery competitor swhose intensity is rarely
matched. Selasky is A more reserved, soft-spoken and tactical
leader.

“The number one thing we're looking for is if they're
E;m;urlg the ball out of the back of the el 15U conch Julie

Jolb

Drawia zaid. “Momber two, bow they commumicate with the
players in front of them and organize them in order o do their
role and do it well"

Davis also hopes to use the keepers” performances in certain
game situations to determine her starer.

“The thind thing is how they deal with set pieces, such as
corners and free kicks,” Davis said, “It's the transition of play
und how they respomd o that change and how quickly they
respond 1oL Do they get the 1eam organized quick enough?
B it o sbovw'T Was it organdzed o nol? Those are things we're
going o start looking for™

Elizabeth Selasky

The first thing anyvone will aotice when
conifrasting the two poalkeepers is that their
personalities are a5 much of & contrast as their
styles of play

“They're very different in the manmer in
which they cormmumicate and the different
Frun.-:‘:-ﬂ..ulhl&e-: wee e o the team will respond
differently.” Davis said. “Kate's very imense
in her direction. Elizabeth is a little calmer
in the hack. That's just a difference in their
personalities.”

Selasky and Kelly have been put through
the gauntlet during fall practice, going
through T-on-7"s and other drills where they
must compete agrinst one another

Toa degree, it's a trial by fire,

“I's working well,” Selasky, "1 love that
l_'|-:|:1!1|r LIdlIH'IH':I'bEI'I;!'WhErE I always have o be
on my woes, | have o make minimal mistakes
and fix those mistakes instantly or else I'm
going to get booted down.

*And 1 don't wani that to happen.™

Kate Kelly

If Elizabeth H&Eaxk}' 1% Oscar [De La H-:r:.'n..
then Kate Kelly would draw comparisons 10
a younger version of Mike Tyson,

She is cutspoken, fiery and intense.

“I think 1'm more in-vour-face,” Kelly
smid, | yell at the girls o kot more and
Elzabeth 1= more of a silent leader,™

Bhe doesn't just play the game; she aftacks
il head on. ;

And the fact that she's endured five
different knee surperies on her ACL in the

inst three years shows you just how tough she
b5,

“I"mv 120 percent ready.” Kelly sand, “I"'m
better than ever this year,

True, Selasky logged more  minoies
than Kelly in 2008, bui Eelly bested her
coumierpan in both poals apainst average mnd
save peroentage by a tenth of a poant ineach
CAlEROrY,

“We're both talented goalkeepers.” Kelly
said. "We've been competing since  my

If you compare these wo
poalkeepers 10 prize fghlers,
then  Elizabeth Selasky s
J5U"s version of Dscar De La
Howva.

She is soft-spoken, precise
and extremely mclical.

l'.'n.'l::l‘_'r' miovve  she makes
on the pitch is thought ot

in  detail, rarely allowing
opponents  room o fake
advantage of her,

“Elizabeth is g little betler at
the immediate shot sloppng

ability as far a5 reaction =
gaves,” Davis said  “She e
takes much more indtiative o 9 "' Jﬂ.[:.l‘?;fﬂfﬂ

organize her back four quacker
than Kate does,™

When o comes b the
sensor from Maineville, Ohio,
eEpeTence i3 mx o question.

Selasky logped ncarly 200
maore mimuates than Kelly in
M, parily dee o Kelly's
MECOvery rer: url'-.sﬂaﬁnn
ksee surgery.

Thar s where the differences
in statistics end.

The fact that both keepers
LS £y ru::nr!-r wdentical in EveTy
statistecal category lasl season

freshman vear. [t's good to
have competition because it
makes you do bedter. | think
the team is well-off with
erther of us m ner™
I":Ell_'f 15 d stiamger Lo
splitting time m met with
Selasky. After Kelly returned
to action last season. both
keepers split games, Selasky
|:l|.;|_'|.'1:|.| the  first half amd
I!'-._-ell:.' thir saconl
“It's poimg io be ineresiing
o see bow it works out dhis
year,"” Kelly said. “Last year,
we split time a lot and we
did well doing that. She was
a better first half keeper and
| was & better second half
koeger. Tt'll be inercating
i see how it works oot this
yedr whether we'ne going to
play whole games or split
Treme.”
While Selasky's strength
is her shot sbopping abiliy,
* Keelly's ability 1o go up and
et & shot is what gives ber
an edge
“hade’s very good on high
balls and d::lling with halls
in the air because she's abol

----- ber nmesing AW has lina



wiere nearly wenticad in every
siahisbical calegory |t senson
makes  this  competition
intcresting.

“I think it's good,” Selasky
saiil “Competition  will
always bring oul the bestoin
people. It's good w compete
against onc  another. We'll
have competition &t all times,
500 you can't let your guard
down, Therefore, either of us
willl b realy Iy s ity e
becanse we'll be prepared,

“It's going 0 be a close
fight.”

The starting goalie job for the JSU soceer team will be up for grabs this seasen. Vying for the positlon are Ellzabeth
Selasky (left) and Kate Kelly {right). Both photos courtesy of Steve Latham, JSU

balls and I:|I'_H|il1!-: with balls
in the aif bacaims shes o lod
tsugher comring off bee line
i deal with those,” Dravis
said

HBoth keepers pol off 1w
J'll'ﬂ.'h.:.' slafs n ther first
exhibition  match agains
LIAB on August 19, Selasky
gave up five goals in 30
minutes of play while Kelly
gave up two in almost as
much tamee in the Gamecocks
Tl e,

2007 JSU SOCCER
SCHEDULE
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2007 season preview: Back to the
playoffs or bust

By Jared Gravette
Stall Sports Wilter

The soccer team will take the field in
2007 with a renewed confidence that a
fresh start always brings.

Last year saw the Gamecocks finish with
@ 5-11-2 record and miss the conference
tourmamendt for the first time since joming
the Cihio Valley Conference

F5Ll eniers the season without severnl key
plavers from last vears’ squad. Co-caplains
Daniela Malta and Chstina Balingare gome,
along with several members of lasi years®
freshman class, such as Lauren Deppe and
Erica Wesl, who logged significant minuzes
last season.

Drespite the losses. JSU brings back
thres seniors for the 2007 season. Defender
Jessica  Scerbo and  midfielderforward
Courtmey Moore have the experence and
falent to make 8 big splash in the OWC
this year, Goalkesper Elizabeth Selasky
also retums for her senior season and is
expected o oompete with jumor Bate Kelly
fior the starting gig i goal,

Afer making the conference toumament
in each of ther first two seasons ot 1510,
geiting back there will be one of the major
goals for this years' senior class,

“In my opinion it's kind of unacoeptable
for we mot o meake the towmament. We
should be in the toumament every year."
Selasky said, "l expect us to at lenast make
it to the semi-finals every vear”™

Said Scerboc “Everybody neads to want
to gef fo the oumament, We hawe a meally
gl:rud fem s yearn As I|_|n|_-: as we work
hard and everybody keeps therr minds on

playing amd getting o the toumament,
we should get there,™

The CGamecocks ales have _jl.lnmrs.
KEriar Pererra and Elsa P:I.IT']-L‘hEl; back
in the fold, but the maporty of the weam is
made up of freshmen and sophomones,

IS0 will pui one of the youngest
teams in school history on the field
this year Mine freshmen and sin
saphomores make up the majority of
the 21-player roster. The performance
of these underclazsmen could make or
break the Gamecocks in 2007

“We have a pretly young peam,  Mosre
sind., “We're |m-|:|l.lng for & lod ol them o
start and carry 15 throwgh o the ouamament,
I think we have a ot of talent. 1T we all ger
on the same page, | think that we can be in
the o three "™

“Crz of our goals is o0 really break in
some of our younger players ot owr
system and our style of play.” said head
coach Julie Davis,

“Right now the omes who are stepping
up - and the ones that we were expecling
o step up - are Alyshia Madison, Kaitlyn
Mlaclellan, kim Kimmel, 5arn MNeibuhr
and Debbie Matich, They have all done a
good job. They are so competitive. They
have really come in and made a statement
carly on and have really gained the nespect
of the upperclassmen.”™

Samford, Morehead State, Southeass
Mlissouri (SEMO} and Eastern  Ilinods
caier the 207 scason as the top foar teams
im the OV, but fhe talent gap may be much
smaller than many people might think.

“We beat SEMO, who won o the

championship {oumament. We lost o
Samford on an own goal. We lost to Eastemn,
and the second goal was an own poal, We
bt to Auestin Peay apd LIT-Martin by a
goal, We kosl o More he=al by a Eu'-.al. ard
Murray State we beat, Everything now is by
n one goal difference in the big scheme of
things, and that makes the OVC anybody's
ballgame and anybody's championship
trophy,” Dhavis said,

The Gamecocks enter the season ranked
gevedith 1n U reseasin ;u|!|. with the
ultarmate |5'.|.1H| ol Breaking into the baph three
im conference

“Bly expectafions for this team are for
them tor gain respect within the conference
and to pul oursehves in A position thar
it respectable compared to the last owo
years. Respoctable means in a much higher
ranking position whether we're regular
season chiwmps, UV champs or in the top
three, 5o, our goal is to be in the 1-:|-]:1hrc::
Davis said

J5LU opens the regular season at Wright
State in Drayton, Ohio Aog. 31,
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l[ Jered Staubs
Stal Sports Writer

[Dhom’t expect to see the mun
n' shoot offense, but there
will be some noticeable
changes in Jack Crowe's
offensethis fall.

“People are going o ee
this team and think that Jack
Crowe isn't coaching this
team,” he saud, -

A run-ficst mentality has
been evident at all of Crowe’s
conching positions since he
bepan his cosching carcer
as the offensive coordinator
at Oxford High School in
1970

Three years at Clemson;
three conference  rushing
titles, Four years a1 Aubuwrmn;
three conference “rushing
titles and o Heisman Trophy
for Bo Jackson. And a
conference rushing utle at
Arknnsas,

The list goes on and on,

“There's no two ways
about  it.” Crowe said
“Back at the beginming of
my history, whoever ran
the football better won the
game.”

Crowe's exiensive
background has scen a bevy
of talent at the nunning back
position. He coached four
backs in college who becams
All-Proz in the NFL. ISL)
has chumed out §000-vard
rushers like clockwork under
his guikdance,

This year the cupboard
i5 ool quite so stecked ar
runming back, 1°s nod that
there's not talent = Crowe
says projecied sarter Daniel
Jackson is showing signs in
practice ‘— but there 5 very
litile expenence running the
foothall,

There = no leck of
cipemience or talent in' the
passing  game, however
Crowe  considers  Taurean
Rhetta a potential NFL
player and had high praise
for the rest of his receiving

Old Crowe, new tricks

Thc two quarterbacks
who will share snaps are
Cedric Johnson — who owns
the state of Georgia's high
echool passing T recgrd
- and Mau Hordin - who
owned the same record in
Florida until it was. broken
by Tim Tebow.

Crowe says he's always
been open to the passing
game, bui  his  personnel
dictated that his teams Keep
coming back o the tried-
and-true method of running
the ball the majority of the
time.

"Part of it is system, but &
bigger pant is realizing what
fow've got and playing to the
personnel you've got,”

S0 with  the influx
of passing falent  and
consecutive disappoanting 6-
5 seasons, Crowe says a shift
in philosophy is in order.

“1 think we've got to pet
ahead of the defense again.
We came in, won the league
the first few years, and - i
sounds arogant, but it's the
homest truth = people started
mmitating  ‘what we wens
doing in the manning game,”
Crowe said.

“We've gotlen o where |

we are a litlle too known, so
wiz"ve pod Lo create a different
affensive approach.”

The shift seems bogical,
perhaps even mandatory, Bus
Crowe says that while there
will be obvious changes, he
will not eptirely abandon
whal hos made his leams so
sucoessiul in the past.

“I think peopls will play
us o run it and that will
OPCH Up SOme opportunities,
We're going to seek balance
a linle more, bot we ane ot
going to tip the scale [and
become pass-first].”

Considering his 1eam is
only 323 in games in which
they were out-rished under
Crowe, JSU
wirild hope not.

R A > -

Financial Aid
Running Out?

Too Many
Student Loans?

Maybe Army
ROTC Can Help!!!

1. 2,3, & 4-year scholarships for
undergraduate & graduate students

2. %900 per vear for books

3. Monthly allowance:
o $300-freshmen
o $350-sophomoares
o $450-juniors
o $500-seniors

4. Dormitory Scholarships Available!

National Guard & Army Reserve
Students earn even more:

e $4,500 per year Tuition Assistance

o $241.88 per weekend drill pay

e 3500 per semester for books*
*(MNational Guard only)

JSU Army ROTC
(256) 782-5601
R EDL
or visit
www.rotc jsu.edu

JE: & Army ROTC

A Premier Officer Training Environment

supporters |
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.*BellSouth Paymls
'Vldec:- Games.

4358806, 8 2020895 ol

“If we don't have it! - We will find it!”

5{] Euffee Street SE Jacksonville, AL
256-782-0034

Open Tue - Sat 1l am. - 10 pm.

Tired of fried chicken, tacos,
hamburgers and BBQ?
Drop by and try authentic
Cuban Food!

BEST BOTTLE BEER PRICES IN TOWN

i F
Haatad by Caraar Placamant Sarvicas
wiarar Lo, jeu.sdu

| 4TI T i T

“Outfitting your obsession”
: OUTPOOR GEAR & APPAREL yTEeva
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= the lowest prlces on =
y your Textbooks and
Gamecock Apparel. §

- Call us for more information il

| savE ssssson |§
Jusu TEXTBOOKS! {

NEW AND USED .




