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The many faces of a hero |
JSU ROTC grad mourned by many

By Bethany Harbison
The Chanticleer Senior Reporter

“We are not here for that! We are
here for peace —not to fight one anoth-
er!” said Captain Donnie Ray Belser Jr.
as he planted himself firmly between
two Iragi soldiers who had raised their
weapons angrily toward one another.

Moments of bravery and courage
were commonplace in the life of this
28-year-old soldier, who was killed
Feb. 10 after his unit was attacked with
small-arms fire in Baqubah, Iraq.

For the many who loved him, Belser
is remembered as a man who made his
life count in so many ways, both in and
out of the military arena.

“That’s what impressed me the most
about him. He knew when to wear the
face  of husband, of daddy and of the
military. He knew how to intertwine
those into one person,” said Marcia
Dobbins, Belsér’s sister-in-law.

The roots of Belser’s military career

can be traced back to Jacksonville State -

University, where he found his niche in
the ROTC program from the very beg-
beginning on his freshman year. Belser
graduated from JSU in 2001 with a de-
gree in criminal justice and a minor in

military science.
“He was always quick with a broad
smile and a heart-warming laugh.

- However, when it was time to get seri-

ous, Donnie had a military bearing that
was beyond reproach,” said Captain
Millicent Suzanne Peyer, who served
alongside Belser for two years in the
ROTC department.

Belser loved JSU and the ROTC
program, and he also participated in
Ranger Challenge.

“He was eager to learn all he could
about his chosen profession,” said
Capt. Peyer.

Retired Lieutenant Colonel Dave
Merriss, a former JSU Professor of
Military Science, remembers Belser as
a “dedicated, quiet leader.”

“When we commissioned him, I

knew he would be an outstanding of-

ficer,” said Merriss.

Retired Major Johnny Thompson,
who was Belser’s Military Science
Instructor and Assistant Professor for
three of the four years he spent at JSU,
said it was an honor and privilege to
swear Belser into the Army.as an of-
ficer and commission him. The two
grew close and continued to stay in

contact even after Belser graduated

“I watched him grow from an 18-
year-old with the goal of becoming a
United States Army officer, to a senior
cadet with a clear sense of purpose,
to a caring and effective Army officer
and leader who placed the needs of his
soldiers above his own. All 'the while,
I could see that he was completely
dedicated to doing something with his
life that served a greater cause,” said
Thompson.

See Hero, page 4
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Captain Donnie R. Belser Jr. and his daughter,
Morgan before his deployment (top).

Belser and fellow JSU ROTC classmate Cap-
tain Millicent S. Peyer at their commissioning
ceremony (far left). -

Photo courtsey of Captain Millicent Peyer Belser durlng his deployment (Ieﬂ)'
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Peer Educators take Tallahassee,
FL., conference by storm

By Bridgette Powell
The Chanticleer Senior Reporter

me excited to get back to campus and work even harder.”

“  have

Florida, the Sunshine State. Home of many great cities and re-  qrked with
sorts. And this year, home to the Bacchus Network Area 8/9 Annual 4 group
Spring Conference. as a giadu-

On Feb. 16, JSU’s Peer Educators traveled to the campus of
‘Florida State University to attend this annual conference. Thiscon-  __a . _.

Green is definitely proud of his group’s accomplishments.

ate assistant




Webb at his stream.

Photo by Sara Viernum

Spring Lonterence.

On Feb. 16, JSU’s Peer Educators traveled to the campus of
Florida State University to attend this annual conference. This con-
ference proved to be an outstanding event for these Peer Educators
as they swept the awards ceremony, winning three out of the four
awards that were presented.

Winning OQutstanding Chapter of Area 8 (for the fifth year in a
row), Program of the Year For Area 8, and JSU’s own Todd Prater
winning outstanding Peer Educator Advisor of the Year definitely
earned JSU the most recognition out of all the schools that were in
attendance. '

The awards were given to JSU’s peer educators based on the
activities that they conducted during Alcohol Awareness Week and
because of their active roles on the campus.

The conference is a training and leadership conference. Schools
from Alabama, Tennessee, Mississippi, Georgia, Florida, South
Carolina and Puerto Rico. were there.

“They got to network with over 200 peer educators from the
southeast,” said Advisor Adam Green.

- This event certainly had a tremendous impact on the peer educa-
tors who attended.

“You learn so much by attending these conferences,” said Angela

Frazier, president of JSU Peer Educators. “It’s great to see what

other campuses are doing to make their student body healthier and
safer.”

First-year Peer Educator Christi Jackson said, “I didn’t’ realize we
were part of such a large organization. This is worldwide. It makes

----- o
as a gradu-

ate assistant
and now as.
an advisor,”
said Green.
“It is great
to see them
continue to
work  hard
to make the
JSU  com-
munity a
better place.
They are
truly deserv-
ing of these

- awards.” Photo Peer Educators

Upcom- The Peer Educators pose in the football

< ing events stadium at Florida State University.

for the Peer

Educators will include “Safe Spring Break™ which is scheduled to be
held on March 15. And if you are wondering how you can Join this
hardworking group of students, two interest meetings will be held
on the third floor of the Theron Montgomery Building on March 8
and March 12. Both meetings start at 3 p.m. Any questions can be,
directed to Counseling and Career Services at 782-5475.

Symposium winner: Salamander Whisperer

By Jessica Summe
The Chanticleer Editor-in-Chief

Graduate student Clifford Webb found
out he won an award at the Student Arts
Symposium through an email from his
professor, Dr. George Cline. Webb’s pre-

sentation, which encompassed 14 months

of a 22-month thesis, was entitled Efficacy
of Leaf Litter Refugiua Bags for Sampling
Adult Streamside Salamanders (Caudata:
Plethodontidag).

In regular english, Webb is the Salaman-

der Whisperer.

A former teacher and 14-year Florida
resident, Webb was “just blown away” by
the variety of salamanders in Alabama. So
when Webb’s first thesis based on mudpup-
pies fell through, Webb turned to a local
‘stream -- and its slimy inhabitants -- for
inspiration.

Webb evaluated Dr. Dolly of Marshall
College technique of using “leaf litter refu-
gium” bags to catch salamanders:

“The usual way you catch salamanders

is by hand, but they’re really quick,” said

Webb. “You can have your hand wrapped
around one and in half a second, they’ll
drive down and bury themselves in the

.Which involves  fill-
- ing a bag with rotting
- leaves and onions and

gravel at the bottom
of the stream. You
can search all day, but
that salamander’s just
gone.”

Dolly’s  technique,

leaving it out for the
salamanders to find,
was altered slightly in
Webb’s project. The
bags have a bigger
mesh to attract adult
salamanders  instead
of the babies and juve-

Photo courtesy Clifford Webb

niles that Dolly had set A Northern Red Salamander.

out to catch.

“The reason he .
didn’t want to catch adults is because adult
salamanders are cannibals,” said Webb.
“Yeah, it’s a really fascinating microcosm,
amphibian politics.”

In 22 months, Webb has caught 868 sala-
manders of seven different species: Eury-
cea cirrigera, Eurycea guttolineata, Des-
mognathus conanti, Plethodon glutinosus,
Plethodon serratus. Gvrinoohilus porphv-

4

riticus and Pseudotriton ruber.
But Webb’s thesis is more than. just
counting amphibians: In fact, gathering

. salamanders is only one-third of Webb’s

project. His entire thesis is a stream survey
--- the chemical, physical, and biological
profile of a stream.

See Winner, page 2
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

SIFE: J5L Saves Day s March | asa part
ol America Saves Week, Presesiations will
b an B: 30w, 2500 pm ard 530 p.mL
room L0] of the Memill Buildiag,
Contact: Dr. Landry af ext 8419

Gumecock Rughy: Anvone interesting in
ployimg, coaciang, rming or supparting
the Bughy Club can meet a8 Fraternidy Bow
froom £-R L on Tieeakiys and Thursdays,
Cantact; Cogch Trowse, sieamenrowses)
cahleone. et

PRO:; Publs: Relations Organization will
mirw mesd oo Tuesday af 430 pm. 1o the
office of The Chanticless, roem 180 in Self
Hall,

Contact: Jecyin Casper, 256-404-250,

Writer™s Clabs The JSU Writer's Club
will mest on the Tih floor of Houstan Cale
Library ar 3:15 p.m. on Tharsdays, The ©
deadhse for submisions for 'E'ﬂ.rn:.n’r.'qll'
Eilee and thee BLLLM. poelry contest g Fn.
day, March 2.

Contact: D Harding, pharding/@fsu. edu

Alpha Xi Delta; Alpha X 15 wutching
Cirey's Anatosny m the Coxwell Room at 7
po, Thursfay, Dheor prizes will be given
Out, st be present i win,

Coatsct Ashley Milber 256-525-1 T30

The Chaisicless Amneuscemis Polley: ey 1510 @y

sl organiuelan of Lmversicy allias gy il dcms for
the Aprwemcermenls colomn.  Sibenisons miasl ke fypal,
i e Bmhsd 1o 50 wondi. Sk misl ool
copisn nfornaefn This (cfomaton doss mod count
tearand the Ko wond ol Submirsions mus] ees @ The
Chanticierr office in Boom 180, Sl Hall or emsiled
Chantyrawss yabeorocom By 12 noon on e Teesdsy prioe

o the ded red publication daie
The Chasfioer remmpves the i e o refess pubdi con of

any sl eiod N apy sremon. W alan ieserve e tighi in

o sk 24 vk brevity, and dusiy

CORRECTIONS

Michae| Dickinson was misidentificd
a5 Mait MacKenzie in a photo for the
rifle article.

Softhall pitcher Karla Pittiman was
misclassifed as a frechman. Pittman
S i Jumiorn.

Campus CRIME

Feh. 19

You call 2
this winter?

By Nick Lehwald
The Chanricleer Sevior Reporer

As I'm sure everyons has no-
weed, the westher has besn acting
a little odd this year, First, it pets
blisteringly cold for o week. Then it
warma up. Then it freeres up agn,
Monday moming it's snoowing,
Tuesday aflernoon it's 75 degrees.

We will enter March at 85 de-
grees  Fahrenheit. Mow, pranbed,
1'm fradn Mm’yl:m,[ {Where there 15
currently three inched of snow and
pwe inches of ice) and am Finl!i_ng,
this warm weather perfectly ac-
ceptable, a5 | constantly remimsd my
fricnids back home

So acceptable, in fact, that | have
te be constantly reminded that it's
still winter and that summer break
is nod thres wiecks away but rather
three months A

The length of ttme before The
Cirent Fzcape =8 sobering remliza-
tion, one that hos mamde me look
outside and take stock Mot of my
worldly possessions, not of my
academic standmes (which [ should
o, by the way), but of how much
I'm going to miss winter. Yes, that's
right, I'm going t© miss winier.
'Nl'l:,l will [ mass winier, you ask?
Well, that's becavse i might not be
whal il wsd to be for much longer

As  most EVErYOne kmowa, the
earth 5 going through something
called  global  warming, Global
warming is when carbon dioxide,

zlong with other air pollution, ool-¢

lects in the atmosphere trappng m
the sun’s heat, This causes the plan-
el's temiperature 1o rise. Think of a
preenhouse and you'll understand.
{Gireenliouse effect? Hjng 7 h-ﬂ[l'.?]
According 1o the Mational Re-

source Defense Coun-
cal (MEDH) the aver-
age earth (emperaline,
over the last 50 vears,
hox  increased  foster
and steadier than at any
other fime in recorded
history (official weather
record kesping began in
1 BTy

According o the
MRDLC and prominent
scrnbists, the warming
mend k2 accelerating:
the ten hodtest years on
recond have all oecurmed
since 1950, If this rend
continues, the scientists speculais
that by the end of the 214t cennery
the pverage LS. temperatares will
have risen by thres 1o nine degrees
While that does not sound like very
much, 1f most cerzinly is,

NMow, whether o ot Elobal
warming = directly responsible
for the uncharactenstically warm
winter we're having, one can only
speculate, But so far the evidence
appears o be mounting in global
warmming s firvor

This, however, may nal be the
only cause of thiz vear's warm
weather. According to the Mational
Oceanographie and:  Atmospheric
Agdmimistration, La Mina, the femi-
nime counterpart o Bl Mino, may
be amiving earfier that usaal. o its
weekly update, NOAA
scicntists  noted  that
cooler-than-normal wa-
ler terperaiunes  hive
begun  developing on
the ocean’s sarface 0
the east central equato-

Two JSU students

take trip

to Oklahoma

Two JS5U English praduste  “The Ravaging Effects of lden-
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Winner, from page 1

“Basically, that meant | was catching insects, ..a lol
of invertehrates, . bringing them to the lab, putting
them under the microscope and counding ihe lbtle hoirs
oft thedr bust, tryimg to figure ot what 1i1|:}' were,” sakd
Weehh,

For Webb, salamanders actually function as a
“hr-momitoring” twol for the stream. The species of
salamander that Webb fourd only live in neally ¢lean
strcams, both becawse that s what supports whal insscis
the amphibians enl and also because those particular
types of salamanders have o lungs and breathe throwgh
their sk So the sireams they inkahif ane ul;uall:,l chenr,
healtiy environmients for the local wildlife.

“I'Il admit, there were times | wanted o throw my
computer out the window and min scresming into the
hills becouse | was so sick of this projece,” sakd Webb,
“But for me, my absolute favorite pan was pelting into
the @ream,

rial pacific. Thas, the scientists say,
could be a sign of 3 carly La Nina
While Lo Mina conditions typically
o nod impact inland tempertures,
they do have a sipgnificant imgsact on
the Atlantic angd Pacific humcane
sctivity, According 1o the MOAA
website, Lo Mina conditicns ooccur
wihien “ooean durfsce temperalunzs
in the central and cast-central equa-
topnl Pecthe become cooler than
normal.”

S, maybe I'm wrong. Maybe
next year theere will be a woiler, and
| will finally see snow in Alabama.
If mot, then the world may have 1o
come o the troubling conclusion
thni maybe, just maybe.. Al Gore
15 right.

STUDENT DISCOUNT

ALL DAY - EVERY DAY




A L U vuerivIniuw

Feb. 19 I
Tyler Freeman reported assault at Pete
Mathews Coliseum.

Feb. 20
Msrk Meier reported theft of property at
Pete Mathews Coliseum.

Debony Williams reported harrassment at
Pete Mathews Coliseum.

Shelton Carlisle was arrested for disorderly
conduct at Pete Mathews Coliseum.

Feb.21
UPD was given a false name for an arrest
report.

Feb.22
Caroline Carmack was arrested for disor-*
derly conduct at cleaning services.

Feb. 23

Sylvester Green reported unlawful breaking
and entering of a vehicle behind the tennis
courts. ‘

Information in the Campus Crime column is obtained
from incident and arrest reports at the JSU Police
Department in Salls Hall. These records are public
documents which any individual has the right to exam-
ine under Alabama state law. If you believe this infor-
mation to be in error, please call 782-5701,.or contact

JSUIPD at TED-S050

Two JSU English graduate
students, -Sarah Moersch and
Lara Sisk, presented papers at a
professional literary conference
sponsored by the South-Central
Society- -for Eighteenth-Cen-
tury Studies (SCSECS) held in
Tulsa, Okla., Feb. 22 - 24.

The SCSECS conference
is an annual event featuring
presentations by professional
scholars of eighteenth—century
literature. SCSECS is the larg-
est regional group affiliated
with the American Society of
Eighteenth-Century Studies.

This year’s conference theme
was “Across & Between Eigh-
teen Centuries” and included
over 35 panels as well as pre-
sentations on such topics like
the future of 18th century stud-
ies, the role of women in 18th
century literature in China and
the role of Native Americans in
the Seven Years War.

“'m incredibly proud of
these students,” said Dr. Margo
Collins, assistant professor of
English at JSU and vice presi-
dent of SCSECS. “It’s relative-
ly rare that M. A. students have
the opportunity to participate in
professional conferences of this
caliber, and Sarah and Lara did
a wonderful job of representing
the university.”

In a panel entitled “Boundar-
ies and the Novel,” Moersch
and Sisk - presented papers
originally written for Dr. Col-
lins’ 18th Century Novels class
in fall 2006. The students re-
vised their work for conference
presentation. ’

Moersch’s paper was entitled

“The Ravaging Effects of Iden-
tity Crisis and Gender Reversal
in Delarivier Manley’s The
Wife’s Resentment,” and Sisk’s
paper was entitled “History and
Religion in Horace Walpole’s
The Castle of Otranto.” Both
presentations examined the
ways in which British culture
in the 18th century influenced
the literature of the period. -

“Both papers were well-
received by the conference
audience and provoked a lively
question-and-answer  session
at the end of the panel,” said
Collins. “That’s always a good
sign; any presentations that
cause professional scholars to
engage in that sort of debate
are clearly the type of thought-
provoking work that students
of literary studies should be
pleased to be producing.”

“l was a little nervous at
first,” said Moersch, “But pre-
senting at the conference ended
up being a lot of fun.”

Sisk is already planning on
attending other conferences.

“Now that I've had this
experience, I’m planning to at-
tend the annual Popular Culture
conference next,” she said.

“I think it’s important for
JSU students to have the oppor-
tunity to participate in academic
and professional conferences,”
Collins said. “For one thing,
it can help students determine
whether they want to pursue a
particular course of study. And
of course, this sort of positive
exposure always raises the pro-
file of the university.”
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1  Thursday

2 Friday

3 Saturday

Sunday

i

i"ode Blue - Alpha Xi -- 7 p.m. Coxwell Room

SU Baseball 12 p.m. Rudy Abbott Field
nternational Taster’s Fair, 5 p.m. Internatoinal House

SU Baseball 1 p.m. Rudy Abbott Field :

5  Monday

Tuesday

7 Wednesday

&  Thursday

Trraffic Court
SGA Senate Meeting
[Freshman Forum

ISGA General Elections .
D007 Ayers Lecture with Gay Talese, 2 p.m., Library
Organizational Council )

ISGA General Elections
IAA A Organizational Meeting

re-registration for Summer and Fall begins
ealing with Grief, 7:30 a.m. 303 TMB
ampus Outreach

anner Beach Party

JSU Star o
Chamber Winds Conce




Day in the Life: Beth Kirch

By Toni Merriss
Thee Chanticlesr
Feratures Ediior

The saymg goss that belusd every siic-
cessful men stands a strong woman,  Bug
in many cases the same could be saad for
a skrong murse sandmg belund every suc-
ceselnl docion,

As for ns prueling professions go, nurs
img 15 ome had oflen pets overlooked |1n
inday's society. For Besh Rirch, a senior
nursing major from Huntsville, studying 1o
become a doclor's npt kand “woman', 18
niot nhaout the recognilon

“I wanied io be a furse for the satisfac
U o Rpsowing chat | was invodvsl will
|1.|:|]1i:|'|g_ a patient ged wedl," sasd Kinch

Kirch first realized her calling in the
nirsing field when she was in the temth
prade tut had family in the fickd long be
fiore thal 5 '

“Baoth of my grandmas and one of my
aunts are nurses. They did not iry oo infle
enee e when [ wiss decidmg iy mapar,”
said Kirch, “But once 1 did, they really
supporied my decision.”

Phe first oo years of college ane nosmal
far mursing ma-
jors in regards
tn thekr  class
schedule

Making b
decision  ap-
ply t numsing
15 e cas H
thie hard -Il[;lmeurs.
actually gefling
accepied. Oner
& studend i ae-
oepied, ihe hec
tic part bogans

“Since 1
began ours:
ing school, 1
have learnod 1o
gresly enjoy my
sleep. You never
know when you
are going bo real-

patient a shaot,

Beth Kirch prepares fo give a reluctant

Iy need iL" laughed Kirch, Mumsing schoo
can be time consuening and stressful for
even the mosy dedicatsd of students. Kinch
1% i e Xceplion o this

One element thal desply comiplicated
Kirch's life last May was when she came
donwn with strep throat. Sheconimused hav-
ing probiems with it snd went o the doglor
tm get checked out

On July 7, 2006, Kich was desgioded
with thyrold cancer and required surgery
only five days later on July 12, The thiroid
pland controls the body’s metsbodism and
repulales body lemperature,

On Aug. 21, Kinch h.:u_! o undergs ™-
dioactive iodine ireatmenl, which [argels
the cancer cells without bothering the sur-
rounding cells. Due to her Bealth issmes and
chabis of belng able 1o hasdle fe siross of
nursing schood, Kirch decided o mke ihe
fall semester off from her studies o fully
rec0ver

“My professors wers really encourmg-
ing during that tme. Actually, 1l was Dr.
Latham who suggested that | take the thine
aff hecause it wosild be n lot oo deal wiith all
o cme time,” said Kinch.

Although sull dealing waih ihe canoer.
aver spring break she will have o total body
scan done 1o check her recovery progress.
If chat sean comsess back cancer free, ahe
will pesd um
olber in wIX
monihs.  1f
all lests painl
i pogilive
resalis,  then
she will only
TeUIFe & SCan
annuadly  For
five years

Kireh
siarted  hack
i cdass this
sprimg and is
thorowghly
enjoving e
clesses,

Well,
when she hig
time io enjoy
themi Rl
the nursing

by Toni Mermiss

classes somelimes cover
an entire umic in only
two days, and in ail her
Clasees she has &8 tesd
every other week  Oh,
and mursing classes lnst
araurl theee hoars each

Then there are clini-
cads ftwo doys a week,
Toesdays and Wednes
days,  Sqwdenis anend
chimicals af itwo differ-
et Taciliies during thear
sENkee  year, swiching
back @nid Forth  each
week where they poo
Kirch cumently has her
climicals at Gadsden Fe-
ghonal il the C0E warnd
amed Moumtnin View wiih
the psychiatric ward

A1 Gadsden Bepionsl,
Kirch begins her shift a
2 pm, with a pre-confer
emie with the other su-
dents @nd 1be professor. Dharing pre-con
ference, they are given a briefing on their
asaprsd ieas for the day amd are aphit up
b groaps.  Abost 30 minotes later, -
denls are gaven thear patieni assignmends
el then they bead off Inlo their desiprased
areas, moging fimm st paCtim B NIETSEry
Lir laboor and dedivery.

“Lasi week | pol 1o work in the parsery,
arsd if was so moch fun! OfF course, mnst
people enjoy working wilth all the habses
bant | had sisch a positive experience thers
1 actumlly got the chance to help one of the
babies,” sad Kirch. "I woaild probably be
a ol securrence: for mursss that usually
wowrk there, bal he was hu_-mg n hard time
breshang, and 1 figured o be was chok-
ing on mwucws, so | remaved il for him asd
hee wias lime. I soet of hil me then, Taow,
I might bave just saved theat baby® and ol
made me fezl readly good about my chesen
prafession.”

Froan 5-5:30 pom., the students pet s din-
mer break and then are thmast back omin the
flesar antil their post conferenoe: mecting
& pm rrp_-:,- BO over what they leamsed (hat
day, any mse stdies by have onpoing
ard what they peed o focus on for the nexl

JSU Nursing Student

The butterfly effect

By Nirk Lehwald
The Chawnicleer Yemior Reporier

and famuly moved to Jacksonville in the
late 1970, where boih Jr. and Sr. enmiled

La mariposa, the national fower of Cuba,
is also known as the “Butterfly Jasmine™

here at Facksonville Suate,

While at ISU, both Valdezes were aclive
in many campis activities. Both became’

fresh when o ek it”

rames. thoush. Fameclle

Beth Kirch in her comforiable
scrbs for clinlcals,

sion,” Cubhemn, i you will. = Al the fiood
15 muide on site. so that it's completely

Running a restaurant isn’t all fun and

when

Lime they will be
thene

In the psy-
chistric wand a1
Mounimin  View,
things are a litle
differert im ihe
fact that Kirch
has in wake up
betwoen 5045
O aimn W e on
ime for an 8 a.m
pre-conference.
AL an o
afier that, they
gel Lo head off g
Ui spercified af-
exs. In this ward
a kol of the case
winrk s |u|l;||'|g
tn and leaming
Trom the difTer-
el pabents,

“1 TEETI-
ber oe Cime |
wis talking to adolescent pirs about their
trouhbled pnsts. They were lalking abou
their sex lives andior drug use,” said Einch.
“(ne very hig facior ahout this job s thal
you have 1o expect the wnexpecied and
ol Lol anythang shock you. CRherwise we
winld never get anything done,”

Afiera short lumch break around 1] a.m.,
the shadems somebmes sil in on group ses-
sions or just observe patienls, Poast-confer-
ence is hedd from 13003 p.m. Then they are
done. Al least, with ihe hasds-on part of
the day

“I bry o sbndy al least bwo or three houars
every might. Someaimes on a clenical day |
will tnke n break bat usaally | am stadying,
I really doat know how people with jobs
and gpouses and kids handle everything as-
wociated with mursing schoal,” said Kirch.

Alhoagh she 15 positive aboul mosi
thimgs with nursing, there i ane thing thal
dioees. scare her ahout i

“There

Photo by Toal Memizs
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Local
Concert
Calendar

Thurs, Mar. 1
Fly-By Radio
Brother 5 Har

Fri. Mar, 2
Live Acoustic Music
Milestone Mill Kesirawnr

Kai. Mar. 3
Left Withowt Stars
Brovher’s Bar

Sun. Mar, 4
Mathan Smith
Sereskimy Mooz

Mon. Mar. 5
Olpen Mic Miph
Browher s Bar

S0 many people are s happy” and they
will iun;p on anything. jus o make a fuss
ubsnat 1. said Kirch.

Kirch s unsure about ber plans after ber
gradustion in December. and hecawse the
mursing field ix in such high demand right
mow, ahe really could end up anywhere.

“I don't ward to limit myyself oo one anca
[ have thoaaghi about Mashyille, TH though
Apd Colosade. Oh, | am really o sure,”
admitted Kirch

Whierever Barch ends up, oo thing s For
sure: whily her love of helping others and
dedication to making o difference, she will
dielimitely b ane of thiode srong nurses

are 0 lot
of  legal

ity Esues
wrlh nurs-
[T T

S & Army ROTC

A Premier Officer Training Environment
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La maripoaa, the national flower of Cuba,
is also known as the “Butterfly Jasmine™.
The Hower was used in Cuba by women
:Iurjng the wars of ||||:|=r.|:r||,!-er||:|= b piss e
cret messages 10 aind from the battle fields
of the Spanish American war To the Cuban
people, it represents purity, rebelliousmess
and independence. But in Jacksonville, i
represents good food, Corib-
bean comfort and mest im-
portantly, family.

La Mariposa owners and
JSU alumni John Valdez Se
and John Valdez Jr. opened
their restaurnnd last Jume and
haven©t ksbked back, As a -
ther and som beam, they bring
w0 generations worth of cu-
linary know-how to the table
wiille managing to keep it all
in the family. With their ex-
tensive knowledge of Latin
America and their passion for
its food, team Valdez plans
fo bring a taste revoluation
to Jacksonvilke that swould
miake Che Cluevara proud,

in Koy West, As a kid. he
once gof in frouble by climb-
ing a wall apd swimming in
a prominent residents pool. That resident.,
Emest Hemingway. Joining the army, M
Valdez was n Special Forces Green Beret
in Yeetnam, Panama, among other places
Iobn Valdez Ir. was bom in Monh Cano
lina and has lived all over the place. From
Panama &= a kid, to Miami, Key West and
finally the Bahnmas, the younger Valdez
has an exlensive knowledgs of the Canb-
bean and the wonders it hokls. Learning 1o
cook from his parents, Valdez Je leamed
the ins and cuts of different cooking styles
a5 his fampy moved from one exotic locale
o another, (Atténding the Cullinagd Culi-
pary Institute didn't hur either) Valdez ir.

I 1 SR Ay TR e RO S0 D el e Te il R

here at Jacksonville State.

While at JSU, both Valdezes were active
in many campus activities, Both became’
members of R1E:I'I'I-H M fﬁll:rql[_',-. Waldez Ir
wiorked as production directer at 927 and
worked with Rick and Bubba before their

rize to fame and fortune, Both the Valdezes
gradunted in 1985, Valdez Sr. witha B.5 in
M'.magqm:nt and Valdez Jr. with a dr_'ErEl:

Phisie by Meck Lefvwasd

Tohn Valdez St w e John Valdez Jr. and his father, Johin Valdez Sr.established La
AL ST WASTAEET Mariposa to bring a little bit of thair culture 1o Jacksonville.

in Communications.

Back to the restaurant. When the Val-
deres set oul to open La Manposa, they
gdadmt wanl o be Just another redausant
in & wown full of restaurants. They wanted
something unique, something that wasn’t
like any of the other sandwich shops and
fast food joints thit crowd the landscape of
1he lown. S0 they reachied dﬂep diven into
the depths of the family cookbooks, and
pulled out a selection of lip licking stomach
teasers that have so successfully hooked the
community, “About W) percent of what we
dir g fanll]'_n' |.'|=n|.'|||:|n|:'\»:._'I gasd Waldez Ir. “ Some
ihings we merge with other things, so [°d
guess you'd call it a southem, Cuban fu-

L e e L L i L L 'A.'I.'IJI.J.IH.II.H.-I_'I
fresh when you petin.”

Running a restaurant isn’t all fun and
Eames, lh-:_'m.gh I'Jl.pﬁ,:'ru"}' when  You
keep it in the family. “You never know
what's going to happen. It's wery hit or
miss every day,” lamenis Valdez Ir.

While everyone knows that it's bere,
La Mariposa still hasn't made as hig of
ar i|r|p:u.'1 wilh the uui-.-l:rsil_l,- sludnils a3
it has with the local popula-
tion. That might be due to the
perception that they're just too
daom pricey, However, were
I5h|:1l.- o ever siop m and Fl:u.:h.
up @ menu, stundents woild be
pleasantly susprised 1o find tha
the averape price for a plate
special ia five dollars, less than
youn will fumd at meosd restaurants
im own, Por those shdents on
the really night budgets, they
have sandwiches thar are easy
an any wallet, such as the ha-
nana sandwich or o BLT, The
average price for their enirées
i5 onlly ten dodlars, and you can
expect 10 enjoy every penny s
worth. i

And the best pard is every-
thing 15 availzble for camy out,
Ewven their beer prices are sorme
of the lowest in town, beating
out even Brothers and Pelham’s. But
don't expect to go and get tanked, be-
cause that’s not the rght place to go. For
those studentz who think it 10 pracey or to
formeal o go o when Bot on a date oF try-
ing o impress the opposite sex. La Man-
posa is poing to be expanding this sum-
mer. Asamilating the emply store nexl
dor, the Valdezes plan 1o open an oyster
bar, which will heve a more relaxed, laid
back atmosphere. Don't worry thouwgh;
there will still be grent food and cheap
beer for everyone,

Captain Curt Rowland Licutenant Sandy Wilson
B.&. Education B.5. Criminal Justice

JSU Class of 1997  JSU Class of 2004

Lieutenant Gavin West
B.S. Recreation Admin.

JSU Class of 2004

Captain Suzanne Peyer
B.5. Elementary Education
JSU Class of 1990

|
For Info Call: (256) 1"312-5&“] "_‘i'_’
or email ROTC@.JSU.EDU A

www.rotc, jsu.ed
JAl.com (U.S.ARMY]
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QUESTION

OF THE

WEEK:
WHAT KEEPS
YOU HERE ON
WEEKENDS ?

$HPINION

Vanity, thy name is advertising

Hy Jessica Summe
The Chanticlesr Edivor-in-Clilef

I'm going to let you in on a little
secrel. I'm a cross-dresser, All girls
should be. Let me explain why.

Last summer, | realized | couldn’t
put it off any longer — | had 1o get
a new pair of jeans, This 15 always
been & bit of a trial for me, thanks 1o
the lovely concept of vanity sizing. |
can’t simply walk into any store and
pick up a pair of jeans. Oh, no. That
would be oo easy, wouldn't in?

Many women know that they wear
different sizes in different stores, but
they don't understand why.

The truth 15 that brand lnes de-
sign their clothes around the “type”
of woman they want to sell to. For
example, Lane Bryanl 15 designed
for larger women, while Chanel is
made for anorexic 12-yesr-olds. A
size six in Gap jeans is a size nine
in DMNKY is a size four in Levi's, At
least sometimes.

The Levi company has realized
that vanity sizing can be & headache
for women, so they've designed &
machine (which looks like a wery
fashionable teleporier from  Star
Trek) thal customers can step into

and be measured. After the scan-
ner has done its swipe arcund your
body, the computer spits out a ticker
tape of jean styles and sizes perfectly
suited o youl,

Al least, that's the plan.

As | stepped out of the machine
and eagerly grabbed my ticket, | was
shocked 1o see that | was not only
a different size in different stoses,
but 1 was also different sizes in the
zame siore! Apparently, vanity siz-
ing isn't limited to different brands

different stvles of clothing within
the brand |abel are also designed
around different body types. My rec-
ommended sizes ran from a four to a
nine. However, | shrugged it off and
bolted to the nearest wall of jeans.
I picked out some jeans tn the sug-
gested size and even took the Tuxury
of picking out my favorite color. 1 al-
most skipped 1o the dressing rooms,
5o happy was'L

They didn't fit,

Aghast, 1 had the typical femi-
nine assumption that my ass was the
problem and tried another pair of
jeans off the list, Dadn't fit, Another
Didn’t fit, Mo, no, mo. As | frantically
whirled around the store, Irying on
almost every tvpe of jeans in three
different sizes, | caught several guys

out of the comer of my eve, walking
in, buyving jeans and leaving,

Why was it 50 easy for them? The
answer s that men's sizes depend on
two things, waist size and inseam
length. In inches. Inches aren’t a
finid measurement determined by
marketing reps - inches are inches
everywhere inches are sold, The cuts
vary in men’s panis, but that’s a mat-
ter of personal preference. Generally,
puy's pants fit. All the fime.

50 | decided enough was enough.

| stepped back into the machine and
demanded that the rether shocked at-
tendant reenter all my information,
except changing female to male.

He did, and when the tcket caome
out, [ felt justified in secing that the
sizes were a straight line of 28x30s.
I walked over to the (men’s) wall, se-
lected a mice pair of low-rise boot cut
and tried them on.

They fit. Beautifully. 1 was oot of
there in five minutes, after weeks of
searching. There were even added
bonuses == the jeans were cheaper,
and you could actually put stuff in
the pockets!

My cross-dressing spree continued.
Men's shirts, wallets, belis, shoes. ..
funky colors, awesome patterms, real
fabrics...it's a totally different world

than the uber-trendy polyester world
of jumior's clothing, Sure, there will
be stares as you peruse the mens-
wear, bul 1sn’t it worth shirtsleeves
that don’t cling to your arm faiT And
the whole bathing suit fissco can be
solved just as easily. Find a top you
like, and then get a coordinating pair
of guys’ board shorts, Mo more [thh
dimples or wedgies!

And don’t think going o the Ll:.u'k
gide means vou'll have (o give up
pink. There's plenty of pink clothing
marketed towards guys, It might be
hard to find those little embroidered
butterflies, though, Bui hey, they've
got badass bulldogs instead!

Who knows? Maybe if enough of
us start wearing men’s clothes the
clothing companies will take nole
and standardize their sizes. Then
hundreds upon hundreds of woman-
hours spent in the dressing room will
be ours for the taking!

Mow, I'm nol saying every item
of clothing should be found on the
guys' side, For instance, finding bras
or dresses might be a litle trouble-
some. 1'm just saying take a look,
Try something on Stop stealing
vour bovfriend’s shirts and get some
of your own. Toin the ranks of the
cross-dressing.

Sound Why would you plan graduation
on NASCAR weekend?

Off:

I weant 1o take a moment Lo

tance o attend o the ceremi-

it doesn't conflict with the

other weekend, This 15 our

sk the admimstration why
did they schedule spring
griduation for the same
weekend as the g NAS-
CAR mace at Talladega?

As a noo-tradional s-
dent who will complete my
master's degree in Apnl, |
wias really looking forward
to coming over o Jackson-
ville for that weekend and
walking for my degree. But
the university"s poor plan-
ning has caused me fo re-
nllw comeider if it'e worth the

booked up for the race, and
if by chance you do find one
open, they want double the
normal rate and & minimum
of three-night stav.

[ talked to one of the small-
er model operstors and they
told me that the university
does this repeatedly, They
schedule graduation on the
same weekend as the moe
EVEry yedr,

P, 1 have no way of ver-
ifying this, but if you even do
this on an occasional basis, it

etrilrme mir o werw mesne nikam-

ny. My in-lows will also at-
fend; luckily they live within
a couple of hours drve also,
However, some Tumily mem-
bers may be coming from far
away and the fact that they
may nod be able to find hotel
rooms in the local area may
cause those individuals w re-
consider the trap.

How hard would it be for
the university to contact the
folks at the NASCAR track
in Talladega and find out

what the race achedule is

mace, This would probably
mean moving  graduation
one week later, but that still
should not be a major incon-
vemence for the university,
and it would allow more stu-
dents and family members o
stay in the local area for the
graduation weekend,

Mot only would this n-
crense attendance at grodua
tioa, but it would alsos bring
in more, money for the local
econpmy.  How many of
thinee whe wall attend oen-

special weekend and o have
fo share it with NASCAR
fans and not be able (o have
our friends and relatives at-
terd due (0 lack of hotel
roms punishes us.  Move
praduation o some other
weekend so that we can in-
vile those special people 10
Jacksonville. Not only will
the umiversity benefit but the
local communities” econo-
mizs will alzo.

Thank wnn



the university’s poor plan-
ning has caused me to re-
ally consider if 1t"s worth the
hazsle.

I lived in the local area for
the first two years of my de-
gree 50 | know what kind of
mess it's going to be with all
the MASCAR fans in town.
On top of this, there are no
mode] rooms to be found
anywhere within a 60-mile
radius of Anniston'Oxford/

ifying this, but if you even do
this on an occasional basis, it
sirikes me as very poor plan-
ning on the university’s part.

Graduation is supposed 1o
be a celebration of the com-
pletion of several years of
commitment to higher leam-
ing. I’z a ime when fami-
lies come together to wailch
those who have made this
commitment eamn their re-
wards, Some, like me, will

tolks at the MASCAHR track
in Talladega and find out
what the race schedule is
before they sct up the calen-
dar for the spring semester?
| am sure that NASCAR
knows their roce schedule
several years i advance.
MASCAR is oo big o busi-
ness not' o have those reces
on the long-range planning
calendar, Theh the univer-
sity could adjust their sched-

in mong money for the local
economy.  How many of
those who will attend gra-
dation will only be there For
Friday's ceremony? If they

had motels available, how

many would then have stayed
for at least one, maybe twao,
nights and spent their money
in the local restaurants and
sloresT

Caome o, JSLUT administra-
tion; take the ume to better

mkes will also.

Thank you,
P Richards
JSU Grad Student

Editor's note: Sound Off is
a new section for JEU stu-
dents, faculty and staff ro
voice their opinion  about,
well whatever vou have an
opinion about. Please send
submissions o chanbmews &

Jacksonville. Everything is

ool have to drive a great dis-

nle by moving graduation so

plan graduation for some yahoo.com

Hero, conti 1
According  to  Thompson, that

“greater cause” also included a sin-
cere dedication to his family.

“Donnie was also a very dedicated
and loving son, father and husband.
Here, too, he placed their needs
above his own. This was indicative
of Donnie Belser as a person. This
man was & selfless servant - 10 God,
bo his farmaly and o his country,” said
Thompson.

While Belser attended 15U, he not
only earned a degree and o commis-
gioning into the Army, but he also met
his future wife, Marshawn, The two
met at a JSU baskethall game where
he was working security and she was
a Fastbreaker. They began dating
Feb. 15, 1999, and Belser’s sister-in-
law Marcia Dwobbins said that Mar-
shawn always teased him saying thit
he was oo cheap o date her before
Walentine's Day.

The two were wed March 31, 2000,
and had their davghier Morgan the
following year. The next addition to
their little fam-
ily came five
yeqrs later when
son_Myles was

bom. His first
birthday  was
Feb, 9 of this
year, the day
befiore his futher
wias Killed,
Belser  was

" Phoso i:Lurue:.- uf

an adoring fa- Captain Millicest 5, Peyer

ther whi loved Balser af his commis-

spending time  Sioning ceramony.

with his children
“YWhether it was Morgan's ballet
of cheerleading, he always took out

Balser in his high school photo,

the time 1o be involved. Morgan also
knows all about the computer be-
cause of her daddy, She says that he
is the smartest person in the world,”
&n1d Dobbins.

Dobbins also said that after Myles
was born, Belser played a major role
i his care—hathing him at night,
dressing him in the moming and
waking up with him in the middle of
the night.

“Donnie was very patient with the
kids, and knew how to have fun with
them,” said Dobhins.

Jerrod Brown, Belser’s friend
throughout high school and college,
recalled his friend s excitement about
becoming a father. Brown was at the
hospital with Belser when Morgan

wis born in the wee hours of the

T

“|Ronmie] came out

of the room with a big
srriile on his face, He
was 50 proud of her,”

sard Browm.

That big smile con-

tinues wr be

thing that people re-
member most abouy

Doamie.

*He had a perpetual
and infections smibe
and an optimistic na-
said Thomp-

tore,”"

VB0

SATHE-

Faoto courtsey of Caplain Millicem 5, Peyw
Balser (far left) with mambars of his ROTC
COmMImissioning class.

President Bill Mee-

han alsp remembers
Belser's time o JSU and anended his
visitation to give the family his con-

dolznces on
behalf of the
Ui versity,
“It is fine
VOung — men
apnd  women
like Donmie
Belser whao
are  SErving
(AT COdenlry
Cur best wish-
&5 ED oul o
all of them,”
said President
Meshan.
Donnie
Ray Belser Ir.
was the first
IS5 ROTC
graduate to be
killed in ac-
tion since the
Wietram War,

His visitation was held Feb 18, and
he was buried Feb.19 at Jefferson
Memory Gardens in Trussville,

WINN PLACGE Il

APARTMENTS
Now Leasing

Furnished and
Unfurnished One
Bedroom Apartments

Convenient to JSU

CALL 435-3613

For More Info




&PORTS
OPINION:
We've seen

better days

By Chris Yow
The Chaniclesr

Wrh Edipor

Imaging this:  over the
mexl  seven  seasons,  Bfark

Gotifried's basketball feam ai
Alabama goes 88 - 116, He
makes the SEC toumament
twice, wins only fwo games
in those wumments, has o -8
record versus the school s most
hated riwal Avuburn and never
goes to the post-seasch. What
wionsld Mal Moore do? Moore
wionbd miost likely fire Gotifried
immediately  Following  thal
seventh season, right?

Well, Jim Fuiler, listen up. 1
am calling for the firing of vour
head baskethall coach,

If you didn't know, the
ahove figures are those of Mike
LaPlante—the head basketball
coach  here at  Jacksonville
Sate.

In fis tenure the JSUT men's
basketball teams have been
less than mediocre most of the
time,

Crramted, I'F had a prefiy
good season last year, host-
ing & conference toumament
game and only being beaten by
conference champions by two
points.  Bul having two good
selns  amongst five decent
and mediocre seusons is mot
good enough for this schonol,

In the BO's and 90°s, when

EVEry Yedr wis b pood vear,
amd the Gamecocks won, on
 average 19 games a vear, JSU
was playing for bids o the
NCAA tourmarment.
- Mow, | understand that we
are o lomger n Division 11
But when & school makes the
mae b Dhvision [, the school
penerally  afracts Dhvision |
athletes,

Has LaPlante gotten Division

| athletes? Yes, Courtney Brad-

Gamecocks
douse the Flames

By Nick Lehwald
The Chanticieer Semior Reporier

The  Jacksonville  state
rughy team clobbered the
Lz¢ University flames last
Saturday. With a final score
of - 83-7, the Gamecocks
prevented the Flames from
doing much damage to their
impeceable record.

Like Smokey the Bear, the
Gamecocks prevented a fire
that could have cost them
therr so far spotless season.
Currently standing undefeated
at 50, the Gamecocks left the
field of battle to the cheers
and shouts of the crowd
of dedicated Rughy fans
and family who braved the
hurricane force winds to stand
by their team.

Ome possible reason for the
power behind the Gamecocks'
punch was the bitter memory
of the last time they played
Lee. Although Lee defeated
the Gamecocks last year, the
team kept their wits about
them and calmly deall a
payback so harsh that even
Montezuma’s Revenge seems
Wedk i comparison.

“The guys were definitely
expecting mose  competition
because of the team they

played last vear,” stated team
nurse and little sister Rachael
Boyd. “We're still excited to
beat them, even if it was nearly
a shutour.”

With temperatures in the
60°s, and the winds blowing
at monsoon speed, the JSU
ruggers blew right through
the Flames® scrum’s and stole
the ball away faster than a
pickpocket in Times Square.
The game was only interrupied
once, when a voung fan lost
control of his kite, which went
sailing across the pitch,

The scoring was spread
evenly across the Gamecocks
roster. Tri's were attempted and
completed by seven players.
Chris Steketee, Josh Flemming
and Justin Armstrong all made
tri'searly in the game, securing
4 lead that would only rise
exponentially throughout the
rest of the game. Other players
that scored were Myron
Stewart, Mark Kennedy, Tom
Snow and Chris Wills.

Next Satwrday,  the
Gamecocks  travel o the
Bluegrass State to face Murray
State University in Kentucky
at 4 pm. (Insert your own
Kentucky Derby related joke
here. |

Bt b Bllievde 1 abamiad
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The error of their ways

By Chad Hoffowan
The Chamficlesr Senlar Reporter

The Jacksomville State University Softball team
ook an emotional [ loss o0 siate foe Aubum
Tuesday night a1 Universicy Foeld

The Gamecocks (6-5) faced a tough pil:-;.'h-:r in
Hollie Cigrie (4-4) pnd tned on severa] cccasions io
pet things staried

Ermors on the defensive side of the ball proved 1o
be costly agaim for the ladies m red, .

With & runner on first, Currie hit 5 moller 1o thind
and wis thrown out by Ciars Wesen. Mikiki Prieriben
turmned and threw o second inatemps (o get shomsop

benme miust step op and be more aggressive m the
hatters box.™

JSU left six nmners om base; three in scoring
preilaon.

Junior Karls Pistman (3-4) went the distance o
the circle and suffersd anciber loss with only one
i seored.  This was only ber second eamed run
allowwed m 44 mnings of work, 5he has camed 41
stnkeouts and an ERA of 032,

“IF we will come out o a game ancd play like we
practice.” stated Prrman. “We will be suiccessful,
The hitters will leam from every pitcher they face,
hut we are poing 10 continue o pet better anad will
evenfunlly pet what ks ours.”

Iackie Jarman Jumior
Lin ap|:||'_'.' ihe RI:h'::J F|.¢|'I:|.|.I'||_.'.
lag For  the Al Ireskoman
fimal out, bt Priser were
the hall sailed the omly two
wover her bead Gamecocks
into lelt field with hins om the
and  molied nigh,
to the wall. “"Every
Auburn®s pitcher b
Lauren different timing
Wnlion went and we have o
BCO0ES the usd ouT time on
plate for thelr deck o prepare
lone nm of ourselves i the
the game. babers  box,”
*The {eam commenied
fought really Fleming. “Chsr
well wmight,” defense  and
stated  Prier. pitching  are
*T have to ot wolid and we
oul the ermors will wiork
and  thamgs things cut, We
will fall e are in s
place.” . Photr By Kim Winight :.]'nnl‘.'l'u'i-'gi:‘|.|.|:|E thiz
5t g SeCONd baseman Brittany Day gets ready to apply  weekend  and

things staried the tag to Aubum’s Lindsey Harrelson and complete win”

when Prier sent the double play to end the inning.

one through the
right side ard then stele secend on a passed ball.

Draniela Pappano came to the plaite and ook n
wialk 1o put minmers on frst and sscond, Cuame was
relentless and struck out the next fwo batters, getiing
el of the imning.

The Gamecocks were tesied by the Tigers from
timie to fime bt seemed o work themsslves ow of
the siuation,

-!'i-||-|.||!'u‘a-:|nn|‘:lcrt Allse Barker threw out nnl].' the
second base runmer this sesson as Lindeey Harrelion
attempeed to steal second in the top of the second.
Auburn's nest runper reached on the second ermor
of the night for the Gamecocks as Prier bobbled the
throw Frin Wesen, The next hagter, Waloon, reached
o o single to third, bat Jarman go them oot of the
inning when she completed & theow 1o first,

In the botbom of the thisd. JSU agaim had two
rufess in scofing position with one ouf, hat the next
rwo hatters siruck out swinging.

“We are facing very good pitching and we have
t put the ball imto play,” stated hesd cosch Jana
Molyinnis, “We have 0 produce hits from the top

fn Fhe hrinens nlf' rhes s b el s

L N T |

Thisa pas
weekend,  the
tenm fraveled to the University of South Camling
and participated in the USC Gamecock Classic,

They went 1-and-3 over the weckend and were
caarsed out i the third inning of their last game.

While winning 5-1 ngainst East Tennessee, the
Eadies fell 1-0 10 South Caroling and 3-1 1o Radiosd,

The defensive had soime  mBccmmunication
s lhm“-:lng ertors &l first over the weekend bt
rebounded well on day two,

Flemung. along with Jarman, Prier and A lana Hicky
lel the way with the bats as they had a combined 14
hits over the weekend. Others scaltered them necrmss
the field, but it did come arund in time

sophomore pitcher Melissa Dowling sufferad ber
firit loss of the season s she pitched the complete
six innings apains Redford  She allowed five runs
ofn si% hiks, with ooe earmed mun.

This weekend the Gamecocks will fravel o
Crianda, Fla., und participate in the Knight Claszic,
They will play their first gume against host University
of Central Florida at 2 p.m. Fridsy. They return
home for the OV opener against Morehead State

mm Bdark 17 fne s doailala koaile- -
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athletes.

Has LaPlante gotten Division
I athletes? Yes, Courtney Brad-
bey 1= o great baskethall player.
Walker -0 Russell is playing
pverseas professionally.

However, his athletes have
been the reason for his success
I have never secn such incon-
sistency in @ sports program in
my entire life, . Mot even high
schools, where programs ame
given players instead of getting
players,

His recruiting abality 1= nol
in question, afier all, this is
the coach that got Mamadow
M Dhaye o come to Aubum

His coaching has. mot been
the best this schonl has ever
seen.  That is obvious by his
records.  LaPlante’s coaching
style is not exactly the style that
most of his players are used 10
playing, Most of the athletes
that are recruited are from
jumior colleges. In JUCD, it's
one sep above high school and
Wi sleps up on street ball,

The players are uvsed to
playing all-out, go get the ball
styles. While LaPlante s run-
ning @ halt court set living and
dying, but mostly dying, by the
3-point shot.

Homestly, 1 like Coach
LaPlante. He is a stand up guy.
and he is 85 nice as they come.
And | hate to wrige this, How-
ever, #% o student of this school,
| know the traditions here. |
also know that IS5 s capablbe
of putting & winner on the coun
EVETY YEOL &

This season, our team lost
five games that came down o
the final shot. Do you think it
wis all the fault of the players?
I don’t either.

I credit last-second losses 1o
ok being prepared for that situ-
atrom and ot beaching hasket-
ball. [ credit it to coaching.

But, bey, if he wins a couple
confemnce fitles amongst a
bunch of underachieving vears,
mayhe he'll pet 8 contract ex-
tension.
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Pl by Mick Lehwalid
The Gamacocks fight the Flames in a scrum for the ball,

WE O [UCINE very goixd michng and we have
to pat the ball imo play,” stuted head coach Jana
MeGinmis, “We have to produce hits from the jop
v e botioen of the liveup. Kara has been anousd
tle garme long encugh she korws her duties and the
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of Cemral Florida at 2 pm. Fridey, They retum
biome for the OVC opener agalnst Morehead Siale
o March 17 for a deable-header starting al [ pom,

Gamecock Basketball comes to an end

By Chris Yow
The Chanticieer Peb Ediior

Jacksomwville State’s basketball seasons have now
officially come to a close. With a chance beforehand
1o gain even the seventh séed in the conference
tournament, the men fell out of contention with
Morchead State’s viciory over conference champion
Austn Peay. The men and women bath finished
their vears on the count ol Pete Mathews Coliseum
on Saturday night.

The Gamecock men got the wvictory owver
Southenst Missouri State TB-T2 on Senior Might,
while the women took a 35-point beating from the
Fedhawks.

On Thursday, both sguads were defeated by
Eastern lllinos, the women by a score of £2-T6 and

I'r.!‘.u [rm .IE-'LI.'LH' ]
Center Amadou Mbdoji, who stands 71, goes for the lip
against e Eastern linois Panthers on Thursday.

the men, 63-6H5.

Cm Saturday, semors Courtney Bradley and Mick
smith set the pace for the victory., Bradley ended his
Gamecocks carcer with hix eighth double-double,
scoming 28 point: and pulling in 10 rebounds,
Smith also went out with a carcer night from the
floor, dropping 24 points, the most in his two 150
seasons, Harold Crow, the final senior, got 10 points
of his own

The CGamecocks (9-21, 7-13 Chio  Walley
Conference) shot the ball extremicly well, 48 percent
from the Aoor and 3% percent from 3-point land.

All three semiors werg junior college transfers,
Bradiey landed here afier a great stint with JUICO
power ltawanbe College. Crow and Smith played
all four seasons together, their first two at Seminole
State in Seminole, Okla.

Bradley graduaies as the Gamecocks Division
I record holder for most points scored in a single
season, with 510 pomis this year

Thursday mnight was once agmin the
same story of the season. With less that
five ticks on the clock, Smith drove to the
basket and drew a foul whide shooting,
The hall hit the fim softly and came (o a
stop on the back of the rim, not
wavering in any direction,

there and wouldn®t fall,” said
head ¢oach Mike LaPlanie.
“We played hard, We just had
soume pood looks that wouldn't
go down,”

Couriney Bradley led the
Camecocks with 200 points,
bui it was EIL's Jake Byrme
that doomed JSU.  Averaging
Just seven points @ contest,
Byme dropped 28 on the
Ceamecocks,

*Uhur focus was to stop their
twi seorers, (Mike) Robinson
and (Romain) Martin, and |
thought we did a good job of
that. but Byrne stepped up for
them,” said LaPlante,

Becky Geyer's first season
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with her women's tcam was not a very pleasant
scason,  Saturday night, SEMO clinched their
second-straight OV C regular-season crown with the
viclory over Gever’s Gamecocks, A 31-10 SEMO
run to begin the second half gave J5U no real chunce
at making a comehack. For the entire half, J5U
shot a dismal 16.7 percent while SEMO scorched
the nets with 58 percent shooting from the floor

Kelsey Johnikin led all JSU scorers with 1] points,
followed by Ashley Boykin's 10, Jolic Efezokhae
pulked down 10 boards.

“The game before senior night should have been
dubbed Freshman Night for the Gamecocks. lolie
Efezokhae recorded a double-double, while IS gt
carcer-high points from two more freshmen, Eren
MeMichasl and Erica West.

MeMichael led the young attack with 19 points,
while Efezokhae added |6 points and |3 rebounds,
West  contribued 13 points of her own in the
freshmen tandem.

“Chur freshmen really carried ws tomght,” Geyer
said. “There were times when we made some ung
ir gel back in the game and we did it with our
freshmen. 1 think we saw s glimpse of what our
funure will look like tonight,”
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“Mick got a big rebound and ; ;
made a play, but the ball justsm € u I ﬁ-ﬁ:}
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"GOURMET COFFEE & PASTRIES

'FREE WIRELESS INTERNET
HOURS: Ga-x. TO [0p.4. MOM. = FRI.

Tami. TO 10p.m. SATURDAY
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LEASING!
256.782.1285

WWwWw.gogrhrove.com

-
- - -
- -

‘ Al Day, Stop by the office for

Grove “O” Day - Represent - Wear your Tee’s March 8 a pedial gift
13 V4 99 ’ . . ‘ .
TP O Pty Do b G | el | tososn - aswpn
LO?SRO?}’foﬁfﬂﬁﬁt};ﬁTgun March13 | 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
‘< . . e | |
Experience the Lusurysinfobelow | M3 | 10:00am. - 100 pn

* All events will be held at our leasmg ofﬁce on The Jacksonville Square _

www.gogrove.com<-- Enter to win $1,000
www.myspace.com/thegrove jacksonville

Be sure to check out our upcoming events at:

Join our Facebook group at: The Grove at Jacksonville e Fully Loaded

Our office hours are: Monday-Thursday from 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., Fridév 10 am. - 4 p m. and Saturday by appointment. Call us at (256) 782-1285

‘Want to experience the real thing & luxury? Let’s take a field trip filled with WOWing FUN FREE OF CHARGE!
- “Seemg is Believing” Tour Saturday, March 31, 10 am. - 1 p.m. :
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