GANEGOGI

SOFTEALL PREVIEW

o - _ e
;; y A 0 M

= e et BT E




Page 2 2003 Softball Preview ¢ The Chanticleer

By Amado Ortiz
The Chantlcleer Staff Writer

The 2003 Jacksonvﬂle
State . softball team will -
look to repeat last year’s
fast start, and keep the

game‘
Lipscomb on Feb 1;.
University Field.
Even: theugh
Atlanti fSun is the sev-

enth-strongest’ confereuce -

nationally, head coach
Jana McGinnis- remains
confident. §th§t
Gainecocks Wil
for the. conferenc

The Gamececks

“lost

only two seniors from last -

year’s: team, which was

ranked 18th nationally in -

defense. . Add to'that the

fact. that all of their start-

ing pitchers “are coming
back; and- 1t looks - like
Mchms angi, ‘the.
Gamecocks  have:

team is maturity.
year’s team was mainly
freshmcn (and) sopho- g- 7
momentum going _ long: »

Arizona

: her - great

pieces in place for a cham-
kplOl’lShlp run.
McGinnis said the keyfv efé

difference from last year’s

- Allie -Simons to step up

" their play.” ~
" The Gamecocks added J
- some depth on the pitch- - tl

‘Ter?s mound with Eastern - the

- Community - - Uni

College transfer Emily

Espensel..
experience

“Emily has

impact,” said Mcgmms
-Other additions to the

team - include . junior - col-

lege transfer Janae Bonin;

‘who " McGinnis said will
add: -~ versatility - to- - the"

infield. Also new to ‘the
team is the lone freshman

recruit, Becky Carpenetti,
‘from Moody High School’
‘the . in Leeds. -

Sfmth, Veromca Dav1s and’

~and
ould make an immediate -

" ing the best a ‘team gets

“Last pr

demandmg ;
from top to- betto
NCAA.
- The:- softbal
be tested: early 3
this season, but if- by

chance: to Vbe the
McGinnis - - and

Gameeocks should bé néar |

the top of the heap in their
last year in the A-Sun. .

JSU head cpach Jana McGinnis ............

Junior infielder Renee HASAMN ..........c.icccccuvmeermessinnnesssssees 3
Junior infieider Allie Simons ...........

3

Wed-

2003 Gamecock Softball Roster

Ll A

No. Name ; Pos. B-T Ht. CI ,HometownIPrewous School
2 Stacey Smith “OF " LR 5-3:,,Sr,:«~0xford/0xford HS
4 . .Samantha GutlerrezOF/2nd R/R 5-0.:80. ‘Huntsville/Grissom.HS
5 - Rachel CountrymanSS . R/R 5-6 Jr. " Stelle/Ashville HS - -
7 Ashley-Cling OF ~ .R/R 58 Fr. Arcadia, Calif./Arcadia HS
8 EmiyEspenel - P- . R/R 58 Fr. Sandy, Org./E. Afizona CC s
9, Renee Hasan ~ IF - ~R/R 5-3- Jr. Carlsbad, Cahf/CarIsbad HS . .+
10~ Veronica Davis P . . RIR 58:SR “Carmichael, Calif. /Saremento C]ty CC
11 - Jessica Ford - “OF -« -‘R/R 5-9 Jr. ~Sand Rock/Sand Rock HS .
12. Allie-Simons IF ,,_;,«R/R 57 SRB. Columbia; S.C./Bichland NE
13. \Mellnda McDonaId C/DH-~ UL 5- 6; Fr. “Port Orchard, Wash./South Kltsap, HS
A i ’ ’1SVOF UL O T

17, '-Becky Carpenettn “3rd . RR 548" Fr . Leeds/Moody HS
21 Breanne Olema, R/OF " R/R 5-5 - So’. Saler Salem Academy

7 RIR ‘Sidbi Fr. - Gré Ore./Mount Hood cc

RIR 511 Jr. fCooper City, Fla/American’ HEr’lfége HS

). Midlothian, VA/Monacan HS -

Single Elimination/Winthrop Tourn
Mar. 18 *Belmont - - ..

.. Mar.20 - *Jacksonville Univ,
Sat ' Mar. 22-° Colgate/RebeI Games
Sat - Mar. 22 ' St Peters/ Rébel Games
Sun "’ Mar. 23 Florida A&M 7 Rebel Games
Sun-- Mar. 28. - Dartmouth / Rébel Gares
Moni- - ‘Mar. 24 . Wright State / Rebel Games
Mon' “Mar. 24 Towson / Rebel Games .
Tue ~Mar.25 - San Jose State /'Rebel Games
Tue ~ Mar. 25 * Towson / Rebel Games -
Wed .  Mar. 26. erght State / Rebel Games. _ .-
Wed - Mar. 26 Sap José State / Rebel Games
Thu . Apr.3 *Geoi’gia State '\,
Tue “Apr. 8 ’_ “Samford.:
Fri. “Apr. 11" *Central Florlda
Sun Apr. 13- *Stetson’ -
Tue . Apr. 15 *Troy State -
Sat Apr 19- . *Campbell- .
Mon - Apr. 217 Birmingham Southem
Wed -~ Apr. 23 Llpscomb SO
Fri  Apr.25 '*Mercer
Sun Apr.27- *FAY. : ]
Thu ~ May8  Atlantic Sun Conference Tourn.f

Day

2003 JSU Softball Schedule

Date - . Opponent/Tournament
Feb:i12 . Lipscomb- - :
Feb.15. - OleMiss 7 Ole’ Mlss Toum:.

- '8, - Miss. State /- Ole Miss. Tourn. <.
Indiana State / Ole:Miss Tourn.”
Martin /. Ole: Mi$s Joumn.’ ;
rStateJ Ole Miss Toum

) vs‘ #3/Bulldog Classxc
Champlonshlp/Bulldog CIassuc

Toledo/Coll of:Charléston Inv.

i

ﬁnals/Coll of Charléston Inv.:

*Gardner-Webb §
Coll. of CharlestonNVInthrop Tourn
Ohio/Winthrop Tourn.
MarshalVWmthrop Tourn:: = =
Monmouth/Wmihmp Toumn.

. eky :
St. Bennies/Coll. chharlesion Inv Chiarle

 Hinois/Coll, of Chdrieston Tnv.

. Location.. Time
“University Fleld 3:30 pm:
> Oxford, Miss. . -"1:30 .
. Oxford; Miss. _-3:45 pimi:
Oxford; Miss. gam:
~7 - Oxford, Miss. "2 1330 pim.
-« Oxford; Miss.- - - 3145 pm.
. +Nashville, Tenn. - ~2pim, . .
- Huntsville. . Aam
: Huntsville';f‘- © 3 pm.
Huntsville™ -~ ... 7p.m.
Huntsville o 9d&m.
Huntsville * . - 11:a.m,
n 1.p.m
6-p.m.
0a.m
4p.m
6 p.m
S 10-am,
4 pm.

;BO“lﬁg Spnngs, N.C.12] p.m.

Rock Hill, 8.C.. 2 p.m,
o ‘Rock Hilf, S.¢: 6 p.m.
~~ -Rock Hill, 8.C. -2 p.m.
~"Rogk Hllls,S C. . 6pm
Rock Hills, S.C. Ll
University Field:. .. 4 p.m. -
University Fleld 3 p.m..
* -Orlando, Fla. 7:50 a.m.
‘Orlando, Fla. 2 .9:40.am. .
- Orlando, Fla:’ ~9am. . .
Orfando, Fla. 12 40 p m.
- Orlando, Fla. - =~ - 9am:
’ Orlando Fla. - 12 40 pum.
_-Orlando, Fla, " = 9am.
 Orlando, Fia. 10:50 a m.
Orlanda,.FIa. ‘9am:
“©rlando, Fla.. . ~ 1240 p.m.
: Universxty Field.. ~3p.m.-
‘Birmingham - 4 p.m.
Oriando, Fla: “2pm.
Alabarma 1pm.
L Troy- - : SApm.
~.:Mniv rSItyv,FjeId Ctpam.
o 5p. m., o
2 pim.
3330 pim:

~

| Bold type indicates home game , ,
& -Asterisk:{’) mdlcates Attantic Sua Gonfefencs oppdnent R T
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Courtesy JSU/Steve Latham
Junior infielder Renee Hasan dives for the plate for the Gamecocks against
Georgia Tech last season.

Hasan keeps defying
opponents’ expectations

By Mike Vaughan Il
The Chanticleer Staff Writer

Renee Hasan is the type of
player opposing teams don’t
usually fear at first glance.

She’s the cute girl, a defi-
nite  girl-next-door  type.
She’s also 5-foot-3, not exact-
ly Godzilla proportions.
When teams see her play,
though, their opinions quickly
change, as the Gamecock
junior is def-

State in 2001. She started 50
games her freshman year,
leading the team in at bats
with 162 and finishing fourth
in hits with 35 for a placement
on the All-Trans American
Athletic Conference freshman
team.

Her sophomore season saw
her start all 54 games for JSU,
leading the team with a .306
batting average, 53 hits, 27
walks, and a .404 on-base per-
centage. She was also the

initely a only first team
giyl‘:r tv?,igf ... she’s the first in to hit, égnfeiizz
If they the last one on the field to member for
don’t, she’ll take extra balls for field- JSU last year.
show them ing and the other players She hit back-
thde old gsee that and want to raise ;(l’l'nbsaCk vzfiﬁz
n yna:ln;:ﬁ their playing level to Stetson  last
packages” match hers.” year, a rarity
saying  is -- Jana McGinnis for a lead off
understated.  JSU head coach hitter.
Hasanis a She feels

Carlsbad, m——————— She can be a

Calif., native, and a graduate
of Carlsbad High School. A
four year starter, she received
the prestigious Most
Inspirational award and the
Iron Woman award from her
school. She was one of the
Top 25 in San Diego softball
in 2000. Her team finished
fifth in the National Finals in
1999. She has played softball
in some form every year since
her sixth grade year. She also
participated in basketball and
cross-country in high school.
She has been a big player
since arriving at Jacksonville

very positive leader for the
Gamecock women this year,
saying, “I think I lead in a
positive manner. I like to
work hard on defense and I try
to be a very consistent hitter. I
try to lead by playing (by)
example and by my athleti-
cism.” Coach Jana McGinnis
feels the same, saying “She
stepped into a leadership role
last year, and needed to be as
a lead-off hitter,” McGinnis
said. “She works very hard
during practices, she’s the

see Hasan, page 4

By Jamie M. Eubanks
The Char?tii"/eer News Editor

All her life, Jana McGinnis
has played ball. She attributes
who she is to athletics and she
hopes to pass those qualities on
to JSU’s softball team.

McGinnis has a twin sister,
Dana Austin, with whom she’s
been playing ball since they
were two. The two grew up in
Goshen Community just out-
side of Piedmont, Ala.

The twins played on a travel-
ing women’s softball team
when they were 12. They
played aside 20-year-olds and
traveled across the southeast.
In seventh grade they started
on the varsity basketball team.

McGinnis recalled birthdays
going uncelebrated because
they were on the road. One of
their older sisters scheduled her
wedding around basketball
games.

After high school, McGinnis
and Austin received four-year
basketball scholarships to JSU.
The softball program didn’t
start at JSU until their sopho-
more year. Both practiced with
the team, but when their bas-
ketball coach found out, they
never returned to JSU’s dia-
mond.

McGinnis said she and her
sister loved both sports, but
they excelled differently.
Austin excelled in basketball
and McGinnis in softball.

McGinnis’ expertise was in
slow pitch softball, which is a
totally different game com-
pared to fast pitch. This kept
her from accepting many
requests by then University
president Houston Cole.

She received her first job out
of college at Cherokee County
High School.  There she
coached basketball for one
year. That year her team won a
state championship.

The next year she came to
JSU to be the head softball
coach and has called it home
since.
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Lifetime of competition helps
McGinnis to lead and succeed

Courtesv Adam Storev

JSU’s head softball coach Jana McGinnis, center, with assistants Julie Boland

and Mark Wisener.

McGinnis studied the game,
as any good coach would. She
found that fast pitch softball is
much like another favorite
sport—basketball.

“There’s so much strategy to
the fast pitch game,” according
to McGinnis. -“T think that’s
why I love this sport because in
basketball there’s a lot of strat-
egy. There’s a lot of thinking
to it. It is not a boring game.”

Away from the field,
McGinnis is a wife and a moth-
er. Juggling family and career
can be difficult for anyone and
she spends as much time with
her team as she does her fami-
ly. McGinnis has found that
balance between the two.

“You give 110 percent,”
McGinnis said. “When I'm
here at my work, it’s' 110 per-
cent. When I go home, it’s 110
percent to my family.

“I make that clear to my
team,” she said. “They know
my priorities. My faith in God
is number one, but my second
priority during softball season
is my family and softball. If it
came down to where I had to
choose, they know where I
stand. Family is always the
most important. And I would
expect them to do the same.”

McGinnis can’t remember a
time when she wasn’t playing
ball, but she said she wouldn’t
change anything. Sports have

instilled certain values that
make her who she is.

Mental toughness, dedica-
tion and a good work ethic are
the things she treasures from
her experience with athletics.

“Have a goal in life and be
dedicated to it,” McGinnis
said. “And work hard to
accomplish that goal. Don’t
settle for mediocrity.” .

She encourages her daughter
Peyton to have a goal in life,
whether it be sports, painting or
band.

When McGinnis and her
husband Russ found out their
eldest daughter Kinsey had
lissencephaly, she attributes
her positive attitude to her
involvement in sports.
Lissencephaly is a genetic dis-
order that effects the brain.

“We looked at it as a chal-
lenge,” McGinnis said.
“Growing up, Dana and I,
because we had been through
athletics, we always said if
something bad is going to hap-
pen, let it happen to us.”

McGinnis is looking for
good things for her team this
season. It will be the last sea-
son JSU competes in the A-Sun
Conference.  With all the
returning players and the matu-
rity they have gained over the
last year, McGinnis is looking
forward to a great season.
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from Hasan, page 3

first im to hit, the last one on the
ficld to take extra halls for
ficlding and the other plavers
see that and want 1o radse thedr
playing level o match hess,”
Yeronica Dravis, the
Gamecocks softball ace, said,
“It gives me a great feeling of
confidence and relazation with
her behind me. | can relax

more and throw more ageres-
sively knowing if | make a mis-
take, | have her behind me
ready to pobble up anything
coming her way. She’s also a
great lead-off hitter, and -she
scores 4 lot of mans, which helps

Go Gamecockl!f"

3"

as well.”

Allie Simons, o fellow 2008 —

Preseason  All-Atantc  Sun
team member, sad, “She's
hard-nosed, and doesn’t mind
geiting dirty 10 pet 0 balls in
the hode in the middle. We ses
her going for those balls and
giving the effort she does and it
makes us want to play harder o
match her. She has a great eye
at the plate and good pitch
selection. She helps everyotc
aficr her recognize the pitchias
as they come in and it's a hig
oot fior us o pet ready for the
opposing pitcher.”

Baptist
ampus

Bt -, Ministries

% celebration
Tuesdays
8:00 P.M.

There's a place for you

Jacksonville
Discount Muffler -
& Auto Repair

'UII_ CHANGE =ERAKES 'TIHES

Frices Stariin

*Brakes A Qs

*Qil Change... . 15"

|| ~mufflers 14t
| Ve also do tires
repain tune-ups

F iy

used sies

sifinterize

«Entate & Balance
ter duals,
Hming belt, water pumps

110 and repair

i Cars & Light 7

; '24":'
594

1 E-
peneral automotive

Alignment,

anly” .I‘: [I.['!'

510 Peiham Foad, 5. 435=-1610 Jacksomille, oL

By Shana Duraway

Dedication 15 a key to being
successful in any sport, and
one of the main holders of this
key for the JSU softball team
is Alison Simons.

Simons, a Columbia, 5.C.,
product, plays shonstop for
the Gamecocks. When she's
nod on the field, she's purso-
mg  her. degree, majoring in
exercise science and minoring
in miatrition.

Durimg  her time at JSLU,
Simens  has | developed a
stromg relationship with her
icammates and her coaches.

“Bhe is very dedicated to
the sport and the team,” said

Jana McGinnis, JSU's softball

polls 1o be pall-conference

Call In
Your Order...

Take Struts

Simons says she owes her coaches

Loty ML s | aham

duifilar Infislder e Simors fiskde a ball for s Gamecocks during o gams laat

ERHERT

plaver this season as well.
She attributes her success at

Simons is clearly a positive
influence on the field, but she

Jacksonville, Alabama

Estahllshml 1999
500.Forney Avenue (Next to The Cockpit)

782-0106

coach. “5he will do whatever ;
it takes fior the tkm bo b Soe- JSU to her coaches and team-  also has a positive impact off
cessful.” mates, Who the field &=
Simons has done just that 210 Dold her well.
Coming out of high school, ' ml:'IlEh rﬁiﬁ “They haven’t just :;_'2:_!;1;_0'&;
bot was, sched.Jo ply fis Alle s agreat taught me about play- 15y, she ha
base her’ vear and ~ PIAYET and she ing softball, They've been affiliat-
has. spent the vast majority of has mptivaied taught me about life.”: ed '-l-'llh_ sey-
her softball_gareer at JSU me to work aral relgions
playing harder,” said Y _ orginizations
g & i+ Stacey Smith, —All_mﬁlmth including
named. o ,h adiitic '-:un @ JSU out- JSU infickder Baptist
Conference’s second all-con- iclder  ang Campaus
ference team, and during thé . JBlimeoms” teammote for four Ministries, the  Wesloy
prescason was predicted inthe TN “Sheis a great leader  Foundation, and Fellowship

om wind off the: field.” of Christian Athletes.

Simons has enjoyed the
time she has spent as a J5U
softball player and has espe-
cially enjoyed the privilege of
playing for Mciinnis.

T have never played under
a better coach than Coach
MeGinnis,”  said  Simons.
“She is truly dedicated amd
has a great work ethic, which
inspires us i be hetter hall
players.” 7

Simons also credited the
cosches for her diligence dnd
work ethic she has incorporat-
ed into her everyday routine,
whether it be on or off the dia-
moad.

“They haven't just taught
me abopt playing softball,”

-smiel Simuﬂt#"i‘tl:y"‘wmh

“me about life.”
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BLOCKBUSTER

Rent it
Tonight!
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sJACKSONVIL
BOOK * STORE

‘Uptown On The Square

Come see us for

the lowest prices on
your Textbooks and

Gamecock Apparel

| SAVE $$$ ON JSU TEXTBOOKS!

f-:.':: Call us for more information .
{4 ﬁf{ ‘fﬁ

435-7407 -






