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1. Introduction with Ms. Ruby Bodiford

A.Where she was born, and how, details concerning the doctor
.When she was born
.Names her parents

.Generally describes the conditions of the farm
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.Gives overview of life at school
a.Where she went, elementary and high school
b.How she preformed
c.The teacher who boarded with the family
G.Details the morning’s activities
H.Describes the farm after her father’s death
2.Asked to give details of cash crops on farm
A.Lists specific crops
B.Gives acreage of cotton grown
3.Asked to describe cotton picking
A.Details experiences in the fields
B.Describes heat, physical pain
4 .Asked about beginning school late because of cotton picking
A.Describes not attending until October
B.Gives details of differences in the Blount Co. school system
5.Asked to detail routine of days and weekends
A.States when she arrived home
B.Lists chores parents were involved in
C.Describes chores, bringing wood, drawing water
D.Lists activities of the weekend
6 .Asked about her friends

A.Describes the similarities




B.Emphasizes that they were not isolated from others
C.Gives name of her best friend, describes the family
7.Asked to describe parents
A.Describes lack of communication with the world
B.Mother’s love of Birmingham Post
C.Lists duties of father on the farm
D.Describes mother washing clothes
8.Asked if mother made all the clothes
A.Describes the sewing machine
B.Tells of her own sewing
C.Lists the teachings of her mother
9.Asked to give details of a hail storm
A.Describes father in the field during the storm
B.Describes the storm and father’s bald head
10.Asked to detail Sunday, church
A.Details the day, Sunday school
B.How church was not a social place
11.Asked to relate an important event - Christmas
A.Tells of the scarcity of toys
B.Importance of Christmas and Santa Claus
C.Placement of Christmas tree, receiving gifts
D.Describes the toys received, store bought
12 .Asked to remember anything about the Klu Klux Klan
A.States knowing of their existence
B.Could give no specific details
13.Asked of Roosevelt

A.Tells of reverence toward president
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B.Listening to him on the radio

.Asked about receiving electricity

A.House wired
B.Story of lights being turned on, their fear

C.Gives her age

.Asked to relate the first airplane she saw
.Asked if they ever had a car

.Asked of the shock of moving to the city

A.Enjoyed conveniences
B.Gives date of move relative to marriage and birth of child

C.Describes Birmingham in the 1950’s, riding the bus

.Asked if she missed the farm

A.Relates the selling of the farm

B.Missing the farm

.Asked to give differences after beginning of WWII

A.Limited cotton growth, plowing some under
B.Rationing

C.Tells of some who went to war and returned

.Asked to give her opinion of the Germans at that time

A.Expressed belief that they were terrible

B.Condemned the leaders

.Asked to describe meeting Hubert Bodiford, husband

A.Grew up together
B.Noticing him at nineteen

C.Married at twenty-one, average age

.Asked to tell what they did together

A.Movies
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B.Parties

.Asked of his job

A.Describes his farm - Boysenberry
B.Tells the entire berry farming process

C.Tells of his chicken farm, the part she played

.Asked where they lived when married

.Asked to describe wood stove cooking

A.Lists the differences

B.Relates the entire process

.Asked about canning, the food available

A.Pressure canning

B.Describes what and how they canned

C.Gives the pea thrashing process (Begin Side Two)
D.Relates the slaughtering of hogs, preservation
E.Lists store bought items, the grinding of cornmeal

F.The importance of the trip to town once a month

.Asked of the credit problem

A.Tells of her fathers success

B.Cash basis

.Asked of the first time she went to town

A.Describes travel
B.The movie seen

C.List all they could buy for little money

.Asked to relate the Bodiford’s family store

A.Describes the store in grandfather’s basement
B.How it came to be

C.Lists items he carried
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.Asked to give opinion of the Depression

A.Admits her unawareness
B.Father getting meal for cotton, pooling cotton
C.Situation of the community

D.Greater wealth of the Bodifords

.Asked to list changes of the 1940’'s

A.Lists some changes

B.Tells of greater number of farmers
C.Describes hiring out to other families
D.Truck farming

E.Prosperity of father

F.Closeness of community, lack of enemies

.Asked to relate sicknesses, home remedies

A.Details the making of three home remedies

B.Describes living conditions

C.Lists diseases they had, relates to case of the measles
D.Describes her mother’s care for her

E.Briefly mentions father renting half of his property
F.Immunizations, hookworms

G.Sanitation and outhouses

.Asked about living conditions in Birmingham

A.Describes the project
B.The move to the barracks near airport

C.The move to Odenville and why

.Asked about the union Mr. Bodiford belonged to

A.When he joined

B.Striking in the 1960’s
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