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-Introduction

-Background information (see Interviewee Background Information
sheet)

-His is a Methodist, but considers his faith to be ecological
rather than biblical.

-He discusses his accomplishments which include publication of
the first general ecology book in the United States,
Fundamentals of Ecology first edition published in 1953.

~Talks about the various committees that he has served on.

-Discusses the founding of the Savannah River Ecology Laboratory
(SREL), the University of Georgia Marine Institute (UGAMI),
and the Institute of Ecology.

-Received Bachelor of Science and Master of Science degrees in
Biology from the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill, major professor: Robert E. Coker.

-Doctorate at the University of Illinois, major professors:
Charles Kendeigh and Victor E. Shelford.

-Discusses what brought him to ecology and his college studies
which were supplemented when his brother, Howard T. Odum,
would send him notes from lectures given by G. E. Hutchinson
at Yale University.

-Describes the changes that have occurred in environmental
thought and what caused them. Also talks about the
direction of modern ecology.

-He has studied many aspects of ecology; considered a "specialist
in generalism."”

-People are beginning to understand the importance of the
environment for life support and aesthetics.

-There are several requirements for conservation and
preservation issues to be successful.




-Education about the environment must occur at all levels, and
universities need to integrate their curriculum to produce
people better suited to real world problems.

-Methods of birth control should be carried out worldwide.

-Ecology is becoming the study of the household with ecosystem
management becoming an important direction of thought.
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Interview Questions

. Where did you receive your education?
. Who did you study under?

. What got you interested in ecology?

How long have you been in the field of ecology?

. What changes in environmental thought of the general public

have occurred during your life? Why?

How has our understanding of nature and ecology changed during
your life?

. What major areas has your research focused on?

Please describe work that is/was particularly pertinent to the
furthering of ecology?

. How has your work added to or changed our modern views on the

environment and ecology?

What are your personal thoughts and feelings about nature and
the environment?

Have you ever taken part in a social or political movement
for the environment (i.e. environmental legislation,
demonstrations, rallies, etc.).

What do you think the future holds for environmental thought
and the environment in general?

What does the future hold for ecology?




BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
for
Eugene P. Odum

Callaway Professor Emeritus of Ecology, Alumni Foundation Distinguished
Professor Emeritus of Zoology, and Director Emeritus of the Institute of
Ecology, University of Georgia, Athens.

Author Fundamentals of Ecology, Ecology, and Basic Ecology, three widely

used textbooks which have been translated into numerous foreign

tanguages. Also over 200 papers published in scientific journals, plus

numerous popular and semi-popular articles. His most recentbook __—" 2 £
Ecology, and Our Endangered Life-support Systems, 1989"is written for the 1773
citizen as well as the student. Recipient of three international awards:

La Institute de la Vie prize in 1975 awarded by the French government, the

Tyler Ecology Award in 1977 awarded by the Tyler Foundation, and the

Crafoord Prize, an equivalent of the Nobel Prize (which is not awarded in

the field of ecology), awarded by the Royal Swedish Academy of Science in

1987. Elected to the National Academy of Sciences in 1970. Dr. Odum has

received Distinguished Alumni Awards from both of his alma maters, the

University of North Carolina (A.B. 1934, A.M. 1936) and the University of

Hllinois (Ph.D. 1939).

At the University of Georgia,.Dr. Odum was responsible for the
establishment of the Marine Institute at Sapelo Island, the Institute of
Ecology, and the Savannah River Ecology Laboratory operated by the
University on contract with the U.S. Department of Energy.

Dr. Odum is known for his broad view of man and environment; he has
pioneered ecosystem ecology as a new “integrative science.” He stresses
the point of view that ecosystem theory provides a common denominator
for man and nature, and that “goods and services” of both man and nature
are coupled and must be considered together. Without healthy life-support
natural systems (such as atmosphere, forests, oceans, etc.) to support and
buffer human industrial, urban and agricultural activities, there can be no
healthy economy nor a high-level quality of life.




BRIEF AUTOBIOGRAPHY - 1990

An early interest in natural history and biology and a father who was a well-known
sociologist led to an interest in bridging the gap between C.P. Snow's two worlds of academia, the
sciences, and the humanities. Early in my career, I perceived that ecology was the discipline that
had the greatest potential for interfacing the natural and the social sciences. A doctorate under the
Shelford-Kendeigh "school" of community ecology at Illinois was very influential in shaping my
career. Also important was collaboration with my brother H.T. Odum (whose mentor was G.E.
Hutchinson, a pioneer in functional ecology) on textbooks chapters, and a joint coral reef study.
From then on, developing a holistic brand of ecology which we now call "ecosystem science"
became the focus of my thinking and research.

My most important contribution, certainly the one for which I am best known, is the book,
"Fundamentals of Ecology" first published in 1953. This book and two others ("Ecology" and
"Basic Ecology") have gone through several editions and have been translated into numerous
foreign languages. My approach to the field was radically different from the traditional
"reductionist” mode that has characterized academic disciplines during the latter half of this
century. Instead of starting with the details of components, I start with the large-scale whole or
"ecosystem" and then proceed with consideration of the components, not as isolated units but as
interacting parts that function together to produce the unique features of the whole. This approach
has led me to organize an interdisciplinary center, The Institute of Ecology at the University of
Georgia, to promote large scale and long range research on major environments such as coastal
marshes and other wetlands, the major man-in-environment problems such as impact of atomic and
other energy developments and valuation of the life-support goods and services of nature (the
economics-ecology interface).

Since officially retiring in 1984, I have devoted my time to writing and lecturing - essentially
shifting my teaching from the college classroom to promoting public awareness of environmental
problems and long-term solutions. While continuing to be involved with students and ecological
research, a major goal has been to write two books that relate the "big picture” ecological principles
to current "predicaments” of humankind. The first book, published in 1989 entitled "Ecology and
Our Endangered Life-Support Systems," is both a small textbook for beginning students and a
citizen's guide to ecology. The second book in preparation is to be a completely non-technical
laymans guide with the tentative title of "Our Big House: Understanding Ecology."

In recent years I have wanted to undertake a study roughly entitled "Southern Regions
Revisited: Assessment of a Region as an Ecosystem in the 1980's in comparison to Howard W.
Odum's regional analysis of the 1930's.” My father's "Southern Regions" (UNC Press)
published in 1936 was a monumental work that was not only a major contribution to the field of
regionalism but a very great influence behind the scenes in the political and economic
reconstruction of North Carolina and the "South.” While many of the social and economic
shortcomings documented in that study have now been rectified, a different set of regional
challenges that are demographic and environmental have emerged. An opportunity to begin such a
study was provided by a grant from the Kellogg Foundation in 1985 to the University of Georgia
for a study of critical problems facing the state of Georgia, with the goal of developing the
educational, economic, and political infrastructure needed to sustain and manage growth and
maintain quality of life and environment. Seven task forces of faculty, post-docs, and advanced
students was set up, and I served as chairman of the natural resources task force. Our report was
completed in 1987 and published as a chapter in a book on "Landscape Ecology" and also in an
article in the journal "Science."

Eugene P. Odum




IN THE SPACE OF SIX SHORT MONTIS EDITORIALS, CARTOONS, SUNDAY
SUPPLEMENTS, NATIONAL MAGAZINE PUBLICITY, A FLOOD OF LETTERS TO LEGISLATORS,
CONSTRUCTIVE STUDENT ACTIVISM, INPUT FROM THE SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY, UNIFIED
SUPPORT FROM CONSERVATION ORGANIZATIONS, 'FACT'" SHEETS WIDELY DISTRIBUTED TO
SCHOOLS AND CITIZENS, BUMPER STICKERS AND BUTTONS ALL PLAYED A PART IN
CHANGING THE ATTITUDE OF A WHOLE STATE AND CONVINCING ITS LEGISLATORS THAT
NATURAL RESOURCES NEED PROTECTIVE LEGISLATION THAT INCLUDES BROADLY BASED

STATEWIDE CONTROL AGENCIES. RESULT: NEAR UNANIMOUS PASSAGE IN 1970 OF A

STRONG MARSHLANDS PROTECTION BILL THAT HAD BEEN DOOMED IN 1969, DESPITE
CONTINUED VOCAL OPPOSITION BY SOME LOCAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRIAL
INTERESTS. /

THE SAMPLE OF CLIPPINGS ATTACHED TELL PART OF THE STORY.
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race ovieel  wlidely distribuied ¢

by students to schools and to

: . the public; it helped to swing _l
T public opinion in support for ‘

|

passage of a marsh protection
WHY SAVE OUR MARSHES bill.

Georgia has 400,000 acres of coastal wetlands on which grow vast prairies of
very productive salt marsh grass called Spartina. In a continuous year-round cycle
the grass grows and decays to form a rich, nutritious soup that is fed into the tidal
creeks, sounds and offshore waters. Practically all the sport and commercial fish,
shrimp and shellfish, as well as other marine creatures associated with the estuary
are dependent in one way or another upon this soup for a source of food. It is for
this reason that the marshes are called nursery grounds. Without them the young fish
and shrimp would be without food and home during their early growth stages.

One secret of the great productivity of the Georgia salt marshes lies in the
‘power of the tides which harvest and transport the decaying marsh grass, and concen-
trate nutrients such as phosphorus. Tremendous quantities of salt marsh grass, as
much as ten tons per acre every year, can thus be made available as a food source for
marine organisms. The most productive agricultural crops in the world can produce no
more total organic matter than the Georgia marshes where the tide does the work of
fertilization and cultivation - free!

As the result of the great productivity of the salt marshes, the bays and rivers
of the Georgia coast teem with an abundance of fish and shellfish whose very existence
depends upon the abundance of food provided for them by the marshes, It is at this
point that man should reap his reward for protecting the salt marshes in their natural
state. Under proper management a never-ending source of fish, oysters and shrimp
should be available for his supper table., Thousands of hours may be spent in the
recreational pursuit of gamefish, waterfowl or just leisure boating, not to mention
the economic impact of the dollars brought to Georgia by these ;écreational interests.
The story is a simple one but of inestimable value to Georgians. The marshes are
truly the goose who lays the golden eggs; destroy her out of greed and ignorance and
you destroy everything, but protect her and the benefits will be reaped for all :
generations to come. To fill up and destroy the '"Marshes of Glynn' is an unthink- |

able as filling up San Francisco Bay - yet it could happen unless protective legisla- j
tion is enacted now!
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GEORGIA'S SALT MARSHES PROVIDE THESE THINGS FOR YOU

Food:

Recreation:

Erosion Control:

Open Space:

Income:

Seafoods such as shrimp, oysters, crabs and commercial fish for
your table are dependent upon the marsh. Marshes even play a part
in the production of poultry, eggs, and pork since fish meal is
used as a protein supplement in commercial feeds for chickens

and swine. :

Marshes provide a chance to get away from it all for about 300,000
salt water sport fisherman and 15,000 coastal hunters in Georgila,
with more wanting to come each year.

Marshes provide freedom from worry about extensive storm damage
since they repair themselves and help protect high ground. Even
more important, the marshes provide a natural self-adjusting sedi-
ment trap that protects the quality of the sea islands (the golden
isles). If marshes were to be filled in, the mud would have no
where to go but into the beaches.

Natural marsh areas protect wildlife, provide clean water and pro-
duce necessary oxygen. They also provide a buffer protecting re-~
creation quality from industrial pollution.

It is estimated that Georgia's marshes produce a yearly income

of $100 per acre, which comes to $40 million per year .for our
whole coast, and we can safely harvest even more. It would

take almost one billion dollars in the bank to produce an income
equal to the yearly income from your marshes., On this basis, our
marshes should be valued at a minimum of $2,000 per acre. The
natural beauty of unspoiled marshes and sea islands will be an
increasing attraction to tourists as time goes on and people seek

the unusual and the different. 1In the long run this could be their
biggest economic value,

WRITE YOUR LEGISLATOR

SAVE OUR MARSHES COMMITTEE
P. 0. Box 5561, Athens, Georgia 30604



JACK TARVENR, President

REG MURPHY, Editor
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 1969 .

5] aving the Marshes

Grorgia’s coastal marshlands are--at pros-
cul—-mostly unspoiled. They should be pre-
served for their sheer beauty and potential
recreatlional value,

Il doesn’l sound like a conlroversial aim,
doez jt?

sub it is. And it will he, in our vicw, one
of the major issues {acing the January ses-
sinn of the Georgia General Assembly. That's
only Iwo monihs away, and it's lime now lo
become concerned.

The nrin reason for such concern was oul-
lined in defail in a recent series in The Con-
clitution by staller Jell Nesmith, Basically,
ihe people whe ecare simply aboul consery-
ingg a beaulilul coastal area are unorganized.
They have no special inferest, other than
wanling such areas preserved for the fu-
fure, for o ehildren,

On the other hand, the major opposilion fo
any conbral ol possible exploilation and de-
shruction of These sall marshes coines from
rlronge special iuleresl groups who have a
vasted inlerest in making money from the
tarshbands,

The Georgia llonse, to ils credit, passed
a bill ntrecduced by Rep. Reid Harris of
Prunswirk last year fo require at least that,
vsers of the marsh establish a clear title to
il. Jiven this was opposed by the privale in-
terests who iusist. thal, semehow, any regula-
tion would limit frec enlerprise.

This kind of argument is hogwash. Harris’
original bili—lafcr weakened so it could pass
in any form--called for a slate hoard with au-
thority to revicw Lhe plans of hig husiness re-
garding marshlands, To consider, say, the
plans of a devcloper lo fill large areas of the
marsh with dirt and call it, “waterfront” lots,
Or, conceivably of a mining company which
slrips away marsh areas in search of phos-
phale oi* olher minerals.

Why shouldn’t the slale declare these
coaslal marshlands valuabhle nalural re-
sources? And (ry to preserve them? Or, at
Ieasl regulate Lheir development in a conser-
valion-oriented fashion?

There's no gm)d' reason why not,

Unforlunalely, special inlerest groups have
more incentive lo lobby with members of the
General Assembly. The avernge Georgia citi-
zen may not be aware of the danger to one of
the most beautiful arcas in our stale unil
it's too late.

Yet, now is lhe time for any concerned citl-

zen lo take an interest and contact his legis- .

lators. Rep. Harris’ bill is now in the Stale
Senate, It should, if anything, he slrenglhcned
and passed by the (iencral Assembly. Make
no mistake. The lobhyisls will be oul in force
to kill the bill. It remains to he scen if enough
ordinary citizens will express Lheir views.
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Fillin,g in the Bay

Georpia's coaslal sall marshes form one
of the preat vesources of this slale—and they
musl he prolecied before it's too late.

There was a “conscrvalion teach-in” at
the University of Georgia one evening last
week revolving in part around {his question,
Onn professor noted that the marshlands
mean millions of dollars each year for com-
mercial {isheries. They also provide recre-
ation and erosion control. And they help {il-
ter drajnage from stale waterways to give
Georgia some of the finest beaches in the
world,

Dr. Togene Odum, internationally known
ecnlogist and environmental expert, offered
one chilling comment. Filling in the Geor-
gin marghes or “allowing them (o he whittled
away,” he said, “is as scnscless as filling
in Son Francisco Bay.”

Yet, he contlinied, some 20 per cent of
the nerth end of San Francisco Bay was
“actually filled in “before the people realized
what had happened.”

There should be legislation to prevent such
destructlion, Dr. Odum declarced.

We agree enlircly, and the Georgia Sen-

.ale is this weck in a posilion to do some-

thing about it. A Senale interim commiflee
has passed out a hill Lo creale a seven-man
Coaslal Marshlands Prolection Agency. It
should include, among .others, the Georgia
atlorney general, the director of the Game
and Fish Commission and the cxeculive direc-
tor of the Stale Water Quality Control Boards'

The proposed board would have veto pow-
er over any move to “fill, dredge or drain
or olherwise aller marshlands in this state.”

That should cover the matler. We would °

urge legislators lo examine the measure care.
fully, making sure that the hill has no loop
holes. 'This is one arca in which Lhe Georgis
General Assembly can, without any hesita
tion, take positive action at Lhis session fol
the general good of the state.

Remember what happened to part of San
Francisco Bay.



dtudents in Drive

T'o bave Marshes

Constitution State News Sepvice
ATHENS, Ga.—A student conservalion group at the Univer-
=ity of Georgia has ordered thousands of butiper stickers, buttons
»nd panphlels urging increascd conservation of the Georgia

marshlands.

The group, “Georginns to

Save Qur Marshes,” was orga-

nized Jan. 15.

Committee Co-Chairman Bill
Dopson of Athens, said that over
6,000 “Save Our Marshes”
bumper stickers and bultons
have been ordercd along with

10,000 leallets explaining why a
shrong marshlands-planning bill
should he passed the Georgia
General Assembly this year.

Dick Murlless, of Bishop, the
group’s olher co-chairman, said
the conservation aclivists hope
to expand their membership to a
stale-wide hasis and said he con-
siders it of “the greabest impor-
tance.”

A weekend meeting of lhe stu-
denls at the university heard
scienlists discuss “the impor-
tance of conservation.”

Dr. Eugene P. Odum, an ecol-
ogist, and Dr. Dirk Franken-
berg, head of the university’s zo-
ology department, explained
that 1nan’s survival Is com-

plelely dependent on his treat- |,

ment of natural resources and
that coastal marshes, wlth their

uunatehed fertility, are impor- |;

tant links in the “aim of life.”

Bolh speakers agreed that
wise use of natural resources is
not “‘a luxury but a necessity."”
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'OH, LIKE TO THE GREATNESS (CHUG!) OF GOD IS
GREATNESS (CLANK!) WITHIN . . . RANGE OF.T
(CHUG))

ES, THE LIBERAL MARSHES (CLA_I‘

MARSH | ,
. OF _GLYNN." (CHUG!) __
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] ones Switches Sides,

‘ Backs Marshlands Bill, %-

By JEFF NESMITH

House Majority Whip Charlic
. Jones of Ilinesville, who last
year fought a controversial

1 marshland protection bill says

this ycar he hopes to co-sponsor
a similar bill with the author of
last year’s legislation,

Jones and Rep. Reid Harris
were to consult with experts in
tidelands law Thursday. Harris,
of Brunswick, last year intro-
duced a sall marsh protection
bill which passed the House by
onc votc alfer it was weakened
4 by [oor amendments.

Mcanwhile, Sen. Al Ilolloway
announced that an inferim com-
miltee which has been studying

& the original Harris bill, will hold

its final public hcaring on the

=.legislalion Monday afternoon.
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Sen. llolloway is chairman of
» 1he special study conumittec. Ile

said hearing will be at 2 p.m.
" Monday.

Rep. Jones said it is apparent
3 {hat Ihe slale has no machinery
for enlorcing measurcs designed
¥ 1o profect the biologically-fertile

coast from destruction by pollu-

& tion or misguided development,

“We nced a good law,” he
said, adding that he did not be-
lieve last ycar’s bill, still pend-
ing in Sen. Ilolioway’s inlcrim
committee, “does the job.”

Originally Iarris’ bill would
have created a state board and
given it aulhority to regulale

uses of the salt marshes, which
scientists have recently come to
recognize as a vital link betwen
the land and the sea.

However, the blll ‘was .
amenwed to remove the board

and require simply that anyone'

who wished to alter the ecology
of a section of salt marsh have
title insurance on the land in
question.

'I‘lwat. said Rep. Jones thls
week,

tect marsh areas from damage
consequential to development on
an adjacent area. .

In addmon to Jones, whose

is not sufficienl to pro-|

: ‘lment officla o

A w. nouony, , '
House dlstrict Is" made up of

coastal ' Liberty "and Mclntosh|.
Counties Rep.- Bob Harrison of |

Marys and ; Rep. Richard
Scarlett of Brunswick opposed
Harrls’ bill last year.

cial and industrial groups on the
coast; ‘along’ w&ltg ;Jocal govern-
S l'l
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The't meagure - also aroused "
heavy opposntion from commer-[
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Jones Switches Sides,

Backs Marshlands Bill;‘é

By JEFF NESMITH

House Majority Whip Charlie
Jones of Hinesville, who last
year fought a controversial
marshland protection bill says
this ycar he hopes to co-sponsor
a similar bill wilh the aulhor of
last yecar’s legislalion.

Jones and Rep. Reid Harris
were to consult with experls in
tidelands law Thursday. Harris,
of Brunswick, last year intro-
duced a sall marsh proteclion
bill which passed the ITouse by
onc vole alter it was weakened
by {loor amendments.

Meanwhile, Sen. Al Ilolloway
announced that an inlerim con-
mitlec which has been studying
the original Harris bill, will hold
its final public hearing on the

~.Jegislation Monday aftcrnoon.

Sen. 1lolloway is chairman of

, the special study commiliec. He
said liearing will be at 2 p.m.
" Monday.

Rep. Jones said it is npparent
thal the state has no machinery
~for enforcing measures designed
1o prolect the biologically-fertile
coast {rom destruction by pollu-
tion or misguided developinent.

“We nced a good law,” he
said, adding that he did not be-
lieve last year’s bill, still pend-
ing in Sen, Ilolloway’s inlerim
committee, “does the job.”

Originally 1farris’ bill would
have created a state board and
given it authorily to regulatle

uses of the salt marshes, which
scientists have recently come to
recognize as a vital link betwen
the land and the sea.

However,
amended to remove the board

and require simply thatanyone"

who wished to alter the ecology
of a scction of salt marsh have
title insurance on the land in
question. .

’I‘hat, said Rep. Jones thls
week, is not sufficient to pro-
tect marsh areas from damage
consequential to dcvelopment on
an adjacent area. .

"
..\l

In addition fo Jones, whose,‘_

the bill was

~const,;'along
ument officla

A w.' Hollow;! “'; E ‘
House dlstrlctlls made up of
coastal * Liberty 'and Mclntosh

Countles Rep.- Bob Harrison of

Marys . and ; Rep. Richard
Scarlett of Brunswick opposed,
’Harrls bill last year.

The’s measure - also aroused-"’
heavy opposntlon from commer-'

cial and mduatnal _groups on the
tg ;Jocal goverm
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approval in the House
tumultuous year-long ride

With the House and Senaie
finally agreeing on the measure,
which will establish a special
stale  agency responsible  for
prolceling the biologically-.
weallhy marshes, jt now needs
only the approval of Gov, Lester
Maddox to become law,

“I'm grateful,” sajd Rep.
Reid Harris afior the House
voted 103-21 to agree to the Sep-
ale version of the bill,

Rep. Harris, a Brunswlck law-
yer, made encmies in hig home-
town and uncotked a statewide

Y when he Introduced
the bill in the House Iast Yyear,

In the 12 ionths since then,

“I think 'w
Sen,” Hol}ow

The bill barely passed : fhie
ouse last year, and then ohly

after Rep. Harrls' original pro- ;

3

posal for a sigte agency to po-[n

lice  marshland

the bill has been the subject of | | d

Ilumerous newspaper artleles,
five separate public hearings,
hours of speeches and hundreds
of letters fo legislators,

STUDENTS HELP

College  students throughoyt
the state waged a “Save the
Marshes” campaign, sending
out bumper stickers and slogan
buttons “and launching letfer.
wriling efforts in behalt of the
bill,

On the other hand, Industria)
and commercia] interests on the
coast and local government of-
ficials  from coastal countjes
were vocally opposed (o the
measure,

Dr. Eugene Odom, an inter.
nationally recognized ecologist,
director “of the University of
Georgia Institute of Ecology and
a former state “Scientlst of {he
Year,” was a key supporter and

a famillar figure at the repeat- | 4,

ed public hearings.

“I think this js g very excel-
t start towarq

. T think it js good that
the bill contajns a sla

and at the
same time lielp Joca) .planning
0ards preserye thelr " natura]
| Iesources,

GREAT VICToRy .
“It's a great victory for thosge
Who realize that we—i s
E some planninf before wg use
Up resources like this.” - .

Dr. Odom praised Rep, Harrls

33 well as Sen. A Holloway, | i

who last year boltled up the
House-passeqd version of the i

€ must-do b

-MAN AGENCY

As roported out by
Way committee'— 3
mously ‘pasged by -
the bill would éstablish a sevep
man “Coasta] ‘Marshlands Pro- |/
tection Agency with power; fo

prohlbit any athvity that would |
.dredge or drajn|;
or otherwlse alter any margh-{ .
lands in. th)g state.” ot

“remove, fill,

The agency Incluges the stale

attorncy general, along 1 with f
lndustty—orientedl mem. |

bers and three conservation.
orlented mem};'rgrs, S
R

many, Mmemberg
b i

distributed do.
the * Houge, ‘iRep, H
asked If th)g wp
on the bll} forss
ree days,” an
Geor'fe L. Smith 11 saiq {
would, "y !

i
]

the House aﬁproved :
version of the bl | ;

Speaker|h

t lllrk.g.ly le




Reg Murphy

~ The _Sy_stem Works
On Marshland Bill

Does the legislative system still work? Or
is- it so encrusted with special interests and
bound by old ties that it can’t work? - o

The best news (perhaps) from the current session of the Geor-
gia Legislature is that it has worked on one of the most delicate
issues in the state.

First, some background is in order. Al Holloway is a state
Senator from Albany and a well-to-do businessman. He is presi-
dent of the Georgia State Chamber of Commerce. There is a fine
example of the special interests.

Holloway is chairman of the Senate Industry and Labor Com-
mittee. In that position, he can block many reforms that others
think are necessary. He did throw a body block on efforts

- to save the Georgia marshlands in the 1969 General Assembly.
He held up a marshlands protection bill because he feared “it
. would hurt industrial development.” -

. . .
There is proof of the duplicity of the Legislature, is it not?"
Fortunately, no.” Holloway may have intended to pigeonhole
the bill forever. Instead, Georgia citizens sent him an absolute
- blizzard of mail. -
"' ...“This senator received more mail on this one issue than on
_. any other issue in his 10 years in the Legislature;”” Holloway said.
He worked with an interim committee, which most observers ex-
. "pected would forget about the bill. . - S
A Instead, Holloway confessed he had changed his mind. He said
*. quite frankly that it was public response which caused him to
" decide that new protection was necessary for the marsh grasses
" ‘that sway in the wind and the sulphur-laden banks where the At-
lantic laps at the North American continent. . . ... .....° .
He brought back to the General Assembly a bill which provides
for a seven-member conservation trust to watch over the marshes.
Anybody who wants to build a port or mine sulphur or dredge a
commercial marina is going to have to deal with this group.

.,.-..The Georgia Conservancy and the Georgia Sportsmen’s Fed-
+ 'eration were instrumental in changing Holloway’s mind.- So were
- those private individuals who dream of lazy -days ‘walking the
beaches and wondering at the tranquility of the salt flats. ..-... - '
2y -+ Still to come is the argument over how much development will - -
“be allowed. Representatives of agencies involved in clean water,. |
game and fish, conservation, Georgia law, industry and trade, =~
coastal area developments and ports.will decide the. cases. 253 -,
., “There still is the possibility that the sun will ‘come-up-out_of
the Atlantic Ocean some.morning and light a scene of, violated = -
. .marshiands, (And some development may very.well. be justified; .-". 2
Eobocilly)should decide ahead of time that ‘every industrial possibility =
‘Is evil, ) ..
.. But the people who believe in gavernment,” and more- specit-
“{cally in .the power: of ordinary-citizens -to-change: the. course of -.;
vZevents, should marvel: at the marshlands bill .-sis Sm sy
A "Senator ‘wearing a.big business;tag had fastand up-and .
cSay 1. was .wrong.”.Thenhe. became an_advocate,_ofthe‘.very r.
“thing he had fought.” He  wrote “and ‘sponsdred a:Dbetter law.than * -
“the ofe he-bottled, up originally»That is the remarkable siréngtn -
“of the system o i N ; AR

by
e,
) S F e i o Y o) Sgde

PR R St

X7




INTERVIEWEE BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Name: Eu%ghﬂ.- ?. OJ.UW\, ?L\b . M/F Mela

Address: Tngtitute o€ ECo(my’-: OGH4 AtHeus.GA 306602

Phone number(s): (306) S42 ~ 2968

Approximate age or date of birth: _Rglember LUD

Mother’s Name: _Awne Lovise Kavenc

Father's Name:_Howeid WG-)I'\W\O\‘(‘OU\ odum

Places lived and when: Athens, GA» Atlante. , Gh; th.pd Hipt NS,
Tilinois, neer Albeny , NY 3 AHrevs. G since 1940

Education: M&s—t BSAMS. ot UNC <, Ph). of Undyvepyly o€
Religion: _Metheodist e eors

Business, political and social memberships (past and present) \ae vaa,

Present occupation: Ewevitus ﬁ'cefﬁc? ot OGA since {784
Former occupations: Al in Acodemic.

Special Skills: W\"*"\ﬁﬂd beokcs , ovw-ﬂnolcg\, tewnis, ‘]a-rdcmko\
Major Accomplishments:_text book Jevels “Vl-*oc v e (
’\cc—dmkou wiridi ty +echnicel QgP s l<c+uv&\g to Opers vl Pd.h'Q

National Evulls in which mtcrvu.wcc has participated: _wa Luisar
Manifees ol netisne! seferdific m-ujqu,
Local Events in which interviewee has participated: Coas‘(‘c.( ‘_Mgvs‘a &Q(Zd.t‘d‘*&&/

Lounded Sevpueh River Ecobgy Laboroko L3  Unstitute of Ecolosy _ emf
Umwrsﬂ)e" oLgec e T sl Forbe

National born U.S. citizen? [ Yes
Naturalized Citizen:  Yes/No  Date:
Country from which he/she emigrated:

Documents, photographs, and artifacts which are in the possession of the interviewee:

Individuals recommended by the interviewee who might be candidates for an oral

history interview Fronk Gol sz

Additional information:
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